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THE ADVENT0EB9 



MR. VBBDANT GREEN. 



CHAPTIIB I. 

Jia. YKBDANT QEEEn's BELA.IIVES JUfD AHTECEDENT8. 

If jroa will refer to the m^nblished volume of " Bnrke's Landed 
Geoiiy," and tnra to letter G, article " Gbken," you iriU see that 
die Vwdsnt Greens are a family of some respectability and of eon' 
mderable antiquity. We meet with them as eaiiy as 1096, flock- 
ing to the GnmadeB among the followers of Peter the Hermit, when 
one of their name, Greene sumamed the Witless, mortgaged hit 
lands in order to supply his poorer companions with the sinews of 
war. The family estate, however, appears to have been redeemed 
and greatly increased by his great-grandson, Hugo de Greene, bat 
was again jeopardjed in the year 1456, when Basil Greene, being 
commissioned by Henry the Sixth to enrich his sovereign by dis- 
covering the philosopher's stone, squandered the greater part of hig 
fortune in unavailing ezperimenta ; while his son, who was also in- 
fected with the spirit of the age, was blown np in his laboratory when 
just .on the point of discovering the elixir of life. It seems to have 
been about this time that the Greeues became connected by marriage 
with the equally old &mily of the Verdants ; and, in the year 1510, 
we fiud a Verdant Greene as justice of the peace for the county of 
Warwick, presiding at the trial of three decrepid old women, who, 
being found guilty of transforroing themselves into cats, and in that 
sho^ie att«nduig Uie nightly assemblies of evil spirits, were very pro- 
perly pronounced by 1^ to bowitches, and were burnt with ul dua 
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X THE ADVSRTUSXS OF ICB< VBBDAm QSSXK, 

In tndng the records of the family, we do not find that sof ot 
ita m^hers attained to great eminence in the Btat«, dther in the 
eoBnsels of the senate or the active serricei of the field ; or that they 
amassed any unusual emount of wealth or landed property. But we 
may perhaps asciibe these ciromiataDces to the foot of finding the 
Greens, generation after generation, made the dupes of more astnte 
minds, and when the hour of danger came, left to manage their own 
a&irs in the best way they could, — a way that commonly ended in 
their mismanagement and total confusion. Indeed, the idiosyncrasy 
of the family appears to have been so well known, that we continually 
meet wilit Ui«n perfijrming the chanu^er of CBtapaw to some monkey 
who had seen and understood much more of the woiU than they had, 
— potting their hands to the fire, and only finding out their mistake 
irtten they bad burned their fingers. 

In this way the fiunily of the Verdant Greens never got beyond 
s certain point dther in wealth or station, but were always the 
same unsuspidous, credulous, respectable, easy-going people in one 
century as another, with the -same boundless confidence in their 
fellow-creatures, and the same readiness to oblige society by putting 
their names to litUe UUs, m«ely lor form's and friend^p's sake. 
The Yavasoni Verdant Green, with the slashed velvet doublet and 
boint-koe &I1, who (having a w^^sto^ed poise) was among the 
nroufed oonrtiers of the Mairy ]l(onarch, and vho 4Uowed that 
axxMrch in his nMRtness to bomw his pone, with the simfde I. 0. U. 
(("Odd's fishl -jnu shall take nune bMnorrowt" and who nerer 
(«f eoune) am the ma rise ta the day of repayment, was but A» 
imtartTpe of the Verdant Greens in the lull-bottMied wigs, and 
Uuklea ssd sbarts of Ootsge I.'s day, who were nearly be^^red by 
the bunting at the MiasisBqtta Sclume and Sonth-Sea Babble ; and 
t^aee,ui tlrar tarn, wen duly represented by their Bnoeessors. And 
Ihua the Simily oharaider was handed down mth the bcoily nose, 
volil they both re^^ipeared [acctcdmg to tba ytxaxaxm ohn»iele of 
JBodEie, to wUfih we have-refoied) in 

" ViwMjn Gbeek, lof Ote Uanor Gieen, Co. Warwick, Gent., 
wbomanifid Mary, tmlynrriTii^ child of SasnndSappey, Esq., of 
S^Kot Hall, Go. Salop ; by lAsm he has inoe, one son, and tlnee 
Aw^ttars: liary, — Ysaomt, — ^Helen, — ^Eanny." 

Mr. Bnrira is unfeeling anoi^ to give the dates viien tiuB bmuii 
tt Greens first made tfa»i a^^earanoe in the <worId ; bat these elates 
ve withhold, from a delicate regard to pcnenal fedings, iriuidi will 
be duly appwiated by thoee irira have ftft the saerednees c^ tb«r 
MBOriio hearth to he taa^ared wiQt by the obtmnre impeotineDcoB 
cf a cenens-paper. 

It is Eoffideot for onr pmpoae to say, that on hero, Mr. Vodaat 
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flieCD,jimiQr,inBl)om'Hiiiit&m.tbe'HnMV)7M otfaarfiilk. And 
although^nMoniiced by Un. TooTpfga Ihb nmiw, wbuiT^tin Ob 
first cninaon bloshof }ii8ezistai«e,.tobe " a pofeet progidy , mm, 
which I wght to be aUe to ptoamiMe, 'mma imn'd a many parties 
throng th^ tiouble, and beia imaer of what ia doo to a iiUi^st,"— 
jet -m&.axe not amure that ia&dAu an the itage of life, allhongfa 
tlms ^^uded by Bucb a el^e^utm-a^ Ihe iadiaorimiBatisf; Too^- 
p^, nas amoimoed to the wwld at large I7 asT other mem Uma 
the DotiGCB in th« Gouaty papes, aad tha Ai>diittiiig td/rertiaenKoA 
in the ToMt, 

" Progidy" IhiH)^ he -was, eYos as a baby, yet Mr. Terdant 
Gieen'a Dativity Bwms to hare beau ehranieled mwelymth»eTery- 
-day manoei, and does not^peai to have been aceompaaied by any 
of those more monstioiis phtmiMMma, wbidi in earlier agee attended 
the production of a. gamute prodigy. We are not aware that Hn, 
Great's favourite Aldemeyspekeon that ocoanm, or esadnoteditaelf 
otherwise than as imoceaibmadtoipiiblie^wakingaiiisiHL Neither 
can we verify the auertion of theintelhgent Mr. hfdle the gardonr, 
that the plaster Apollo in the Long Wsik was ttamred to be balked 
in.a pntaaa pec^ratitni, titber fran its fteling canq)allie«l to hup 
op the good old dasncal cmtan, or beeawe the weather was danip. 
Kothar are we b<dd engvgh to enl«itaiB an opinioo that the ehiokesB 
in the.poukKy-yard i^liaed Hme eostoanary Hood ; or ^lat the hofsn 
in the stable shook with tnmbling fisar ; or that any thing, or any 
biHijr, saving and excefiting U18. Toosypep, betrayed any eotudooa- 
neRs that a real and gurakie prodigy had. bton given to theworid. 

However, diuiiig the fiist'twoyeazs irfhialife, whidtweie pawad 
dii^y in drinking, crying, and sle^ung, Mr. Vaidant GiiecD net 
with as mach attrition, and reoeared as &u a share of approbation, 
as UBUsJly iaBa to the lot of the most bvoKed of infimto. Then 
lbs. TooeypegB again took up her peaitiaa intbe bMse, aad his 
niga was over, Faith&l to her miiBim, she proaoiiaoed the aew 
ha^ to be tAe " piogidy,'' and ^e was beliered. Bat thns it is 
all throogh life ; the asw bal^ di^ilaeea the <dd ; the seetHid love 
aqjplaats the fint ; we find fiwh &iends to Aai oat &e Besoms 
of former ones ; and in nearly every thing we discover that there 
is a Number 2 iriiich can put out of joint the nose of Number 1. 

Once more the shadow of Mrs. Toosypegs fell npon the walls of 
iSajoat Green ; and then her mistion being accom^iahed, ibe passed 
away for ever ; and oar hero was left to be the >sole son and Iwrt 
and the prop and pride of the house of Green. 

And if iji be true that the extornal forms of natoia exert a hidden 
but powerfol sway over the dawning perceptions of the mind, and 
ttaga its tM^itB to hannoay with the tlungs anatd. th» aa* 
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iMKtunly ouglit Mr. Verdant Green to have been bom a poet; for ho 
grew up amid thoBe scenes whose immortality b, that they inspired 
the Houl of Shakspeare with his deathless fancies ! 

The Manor tireea was situated in one of the toTeliest spots in 
uli Wanvicbsliire ; a county so rich in all that constitutes the pic- 

. tui-esqueness of a true English landscape. Looking from the draw- 
iog-room windows of the house, you saw in the near foreground 
the iffetty French garden, with its iantastic parti-coloured beds, and 
its broad gravelled walks and terrace ; proudly promenading which, 
or perched on the stone balustrade, might be seen perchance a pea- 

. uo<^ flanntjng his beauties in the sun. Then came the carefully kept 
gardens, bounded on the one side by the Long Walk and a grove of 
ahruhs and oaks; and on the other side by a double avenne of- 
stately elme, that led through veivet turf of bi^htest green, dowti 
past a IkUe rustic lodge, to a gei^y sloping valley, where were white 
walls ajid rose-duatered gabies of cottages peeping out from the 
embosoming trees, that betrayed the village beanties they seemed 
Ifith to hide. Theu came the grey church-tower, dark with shroud- 
iog ivy ; then another clump of stately elms, tenanted by cawing 

.rooks ; tt»ea a yellow, stretch of bright meadow-land, dappled over 
with browsing kinc knee-deep in grass and flowers ; then a deep 
pool that min'ored all, and shone like silver ; theu more trees wiOi 
floating shade, and homesteads rich in wheat-stacks; then a willowy 
brook that sparkled on merrily to an old mill-wheel, whose slippery 
stairs it lazily got down, and sank to quiet rest in the stream below ; 
tt^en came, crowding in rich profusion, wide-spreading woods and 
ttiitlered oaks; and golden gorse and purple heather; and sunny 
orchards, with theiv .dark-green waves that in Sprii^ foamed white 
with blossoms ; and then gently swelling hills that rose to close the 
scene aqd frame the picture. * 

Such was the view from the Manor Green. And full of inspira- 
tiioi as such a scene was, yet Mr. Verdant Green never accomplished 
(as feraspoeticaLinspiration was concerned) more than an "Address 
to the Moon," which he could just as well have written in any other 
part of the country, and which, commencing with the noble aspiration. 



and termiiiating with we of those fine touches of nature which rise 
superior to the trammels of ordinary versification, 



win no doubt go down to posterity in the Album of biS sUtW MUy, 
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AS OXFOKD FRESHJfAH. !j 

For.ihe first fourteen years of his life, the eduuauuii uf Mr. Ver- 
dant Green was conducted wholly under the shudow of hb pateoutl 
roof, npon principlea fondly imagined to be the soundest and punet 
for the fonnation of hia chargcter. Mrs. Green, who was as good 
and motherly a soul as ever lived, was yet (as we have ahowa) one 
of the Sappeys of Sapcot, a &mily that were not lenoniied either for 
n. sense or worldly wisdom, and her notions of u boy's edaca- 

. were of that kind laid down by her &vouritc poftt, i^wper, in 

" Tirocinium," that we are 



and in her honor of all oUier kind of instruction (not tlmt she ad- 
mitted Mrs. Toosypt^ to her counsels), she fondly kept Master Ver- 
dant ather own apron-strings. The task of teaching his young idea 
how to shoot was committed chiefly to his sisters' governess, and he 
regularly took his place with them in the school-room. 'I'hese daSy 
exercises and mental drillings were subject to the inspection of their 
maiden-aunt. Miss Virginia Verdant, a first cousin of Mr. Greea's, 
who had come to visit at the Manor during Master Verdant's infancy, 
and had remained there ever since; and tfis generalship was crowned 
with such success, that her nephew grew up Uie ^lish <-«mpuiuoii 
of his sisters, witli no knowledge of boyish sports, and nu desire far 
them. 

The moQierly and spinaterial views regarding his education were 
&voured by the &ct that he had no playmates of his own sex and 
age ; and since his father was an only child, and bis mother's hro- 
' tbers had died in their in&ncy, there were no cousins to initiate Hm 
into the mysteries of boyish games and feelings. Mi. Green was a 
man who only cared to live a qniet, easy-going life, and would have 
troubled himself but little about his neighbours, if he had had any; 
but the Manor Green lay in an agricultural district, and, saving t^e 
Eectory, there was no other lai^e house for miles around. The 
rector's wife, Mrs. Laikyns, had died shortly after the birth of her 
first child, a son, who was being educated at a public sdiool ; and 
this was enough, in Mrs, Green's eyes, to make a too intimate ac- 
quaintance between her boy and Master Larkyns a thing by i'" 
means to be desired. With her &vourite poet she would ^aj, 

" For pabUo nbool^ 'tis puUio taUy bedi ;" 

and, regarding them as the very hotbeds of all Ibat is wrong, ahu 
would turn a deaf, though polite, ear to the rector whenever he said, 
"Why don't you kt your Verdant go with my Charley ? Obaiiey 
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ii' three years dder than Verdant, and would take him nnd^ hii 
wing." Abs. Green would as soon tianlc of putting one of her chickens 
under the wing of a hawk, as iotniMing the innoeent Verdimt to the 
care of tlte sotpegntee Chariey ; so ahe still persisted in her own 
^sten of education, de^^ all that tin rector conid adtise to the 
cOTjtraiy. 

Aft for Master Verdant, he m» only too glad at bis mother's 
decision, for he partook of all her alarm about public schools, thonsh 
from a different cause. It was not very often that he visited at toe 
Bectory during Master Charley's holidays; hut when he did, that 
' young gentleman &voured him with sn<^ accounts of the peculiar 
knack the second master possessed of finding out all your tenderost 
pbees when be licked a feller for a &lie.c[aaatity, that, .1^ Jbrel 
you conldn't sit down for a fortnight without squeaJdng ; and 6f th* 
jplt^ nulla they used to have with the town cads.wh^ would>lio in- 
vsdtfor you, uid half kill you if they caugbt you alone; and of tlw 
fonitwaa to make a junior form fag for you, and do all your dir^. 
work ; — that Master Verdaut's bur would almost .stand on ewt at. 
snelt horrors, and he would gasp for rery dread-lest MchaheHld erer. 
be hii dread&il doom. , 

And then Master Charley would take a raalicioui pkanire in cxe^ 
soling him, by saying, " Of course, you Jcnow, yoa'U only have to &g 
for tLe firat two or three years; thea— if you get into the fonr^L 
form — you'll be able to have a fag for yourself. And it's awful taa^ 
I can tell you, to see the way some oi the .&^ get ilkd at. cricket ! 
Tou ggiL a feller to give you a few ballt, jost Sa pvaetice, and you hit. 
the ball into another feller's groiiad ; aad thea.you tell yooi Sag- to 
ga and [ack it up. So he goes to do it| wtow the other feller singt 
out,.,' Don't toudi \hat ball, or TU lick you 1' So yon. tell tba &ig to 
CMoe to yon, and yo« say, ' Why don't yon do as I tell you?' And 
he.Bay^ ' Please, sir I' and then the little b^gtir blubbers. So yoft 
say to him, ' None of tliat, sir I Touch your toes 1" We oiwt^ 
make 'em wear straps on purpose. And thea his tronsen go. ti^ 
and beautiful, and you take ont your strap and wum him I And 
then he goes to get the b^, and the other fellow sings out,.' 1. 1(^ 
you to let that 1^ alone I Geme here, sir I Touch yoot toes 1' Sa 
he warms him too; and theu.we ge on all jolly. It's awful, fim,.!. 
can tell you 1" 

Master Verdant would titink it awful indeed ; and, by his own 
fireside, would recowittbe deads of bMra to hia trvnbliog mother 
and ^ters, whose imagination shuddered at the scenes from which 
Itey hoped their darling would be preserved. 

Feiiiaps Master CWley had hn/nni reHunsforinakiBgmatttn 
■mam than they really were ; hot, atleiig a» the infbnnatioii he d»- 



tmi oimBenaog pnUio sohoola was of this dtseriptiim, so IdngdM 
Master Verdant Green feel thaskftil at bekfkept &m7 from Qitm. 
He bad a, secret dread, too, of bis friend's superior age a>d katnr- 
ledge; and in his jaeaeaca £slt & badtful awe that made him glad to 
get back from the Rectory to bis own sisters ; wbite Jilaster Chailey, 
on tbe other hand, entertained a lad's contempt toz one that could 
not fire off a gun, or drire a cricket-ball, or jump a ditcb vithont 
&Uing into it So tbe RectOTy and tbe Manor Qreen lads saw but 
very Uttle of each other; and iritile the one went through his 
public-school course, the other was brought up at the women's apnm- 
string. 

But though thus put nnder petticoat goremment, Ut. Yerdant 
6Teen'WB9 not ahogether freed from those tyrants of youth, — Om 
desd lai^nages. iSs annt Virginia was as learned a Blue as her 
cMteemed ancestrees in tbe coon of Elizabeth, the very Virgin Qoeea 
of'Bhies; and under her guidance Master Verdant was dragged 
with painfid diligence through the first steps of the road that was to 
take hhn to ParaassoB. It was a great si^t to see her sitting stiff 
and straight, — with her wonderflilly undeceptiTe "false fro^' of 
(somebody else's) black hair, graced on either side by four sausage 
looMng curls, — as, with spectacles on nose and dictionary in hand, 
she instmcted her nej^ew in those ingenuous arts which should sofr«a 
luB manners, and not permit him to be brutaL And, when ibtj 
togeUimr entered upon the romantic page of Viiffl (which was the 
extent of her classical reading), nothing would del^ht bar more than 
. to declaim their sonomos Arma-viiumqne-cano lines, w¥ere tha 
intrinsic qoaUties of the vene surpassed the quantities that she gave 
to them. 

Ftun would IfisB Virginia have made Virgil the end and aim o{ 
nn educational existence, and so have kept her pupil entirely under 
her own care ; but, alae I she knew no^iing further ; she bad no 
acquaintance with Greek, and she had never flirted wiUi Euclid ; and 
the rector persuaded Mi*. Green that these were indispensable to a 
boy's education. So, when Mr. Verdant Green waa (in stable lan- 
guage) " rising" nxteen, be went Ihrice a week to tbe Rectory^ where 
Mr. Laikyns bestowed upon him a conple of hours, and taught him 
to cm^ngate rOwru, and get over the i^>u Amkoivm. Mr. Larkym 
fbnnd h^ pupil not a particularly brilHant scholar, but he wag a 
{ilodding one; and though he learned slowly, yet the little he did 
learn was learned well. 

Thus tbe Bectc^ and the borne studies w«nt hand and hand, and- 
CMilimied so, with but little interruption, for mtse than two yean; 
and Mr. Verdant Green bad for some time assumed the toga vmUt 
«t Btick-np collars and swalloW'tail coats, that so efEbcloaJly cut m 
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e THE ASVEimtBES OF KB. TESDAHT GSEEH, 

off from the age of iiiiiocenc« ; and the small family festival tlutt 
amuuilly celebrated hia birthday had juat been held foi the eighteenth 
time, when 

" A. ohjjlga oamo o'er ths ipirit of htt dnam.* 



CHAPTER n. 



KS, YESDAS1 GKEEN IS TO BE A» OXFOBS-MAM, 

One day when the Ctmily at the Manor Green had assembled for 
ItincheoQ, the rector was amiotmced. He came in and joined them, 
saying, with his usual friendly borJumae, " A very well-timed visit, 
I think ! Your hell rang out its summons as I came up the avenue. 
Mrs. Green, I've gone through the formality of looking over the 
accjounts of your clothing- club, and, as usual, I find them correctness 
itself; and here is my subscription for the nest year. Miss Green^ 
I hope that you have not forgotten the lesson in logic that Tommy 
Jones gave you yesterday afternoon 7" 

"Oh, what was that?" cried her two sisters; who took it in 
ttims with her to go for & short time in eveiy day to the village- 
Echool which their &ther and the rector had establi^ed : " Pray tell 
- ns, Mr. Larkyns ! Mary has said nothing about it." 

" Then," replied the rector, " I am tongue-tied, until 1 have my 
&ir friend's permisaon to reveal how the teaj^her was taught," 

Vary shook her sunny ringlets, and laughingly gave him the 
required permission. 

"You must know, then," said Mr. Laikyns, "that Miss Man 
was ^ving one of those delightful object lessons, wherein she bleuiu 
so much instructive — " 

■ ■" 111 trouble you for the butter, Mr. Larkyns," interrupted Maiy, 
rather maliciously. 

The rector was grey-headed, and a privileged friend. "My 
dear," he s^d, "I was just giving it you. However, the object- 
lesson ■was going on ; the subject being Qaadrupedt, which Miss 
Mary very properly explmned to be ' things with four legs,' Pre- 
sently, she said to her class, ' Tell me the names of some quadru- 
peds?" 'when Tommy Jones, thrusting out hia hand with the foil 
conviction that he was maldng an important suggestion, eidaimed, 
* Cha^ and tshlea !' That was turning the tables upon Miss Marj 
with a vengeance I" 

Doling luncheon the convetsation glided into a £iTourite them* 
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with Un. Green and Uiss Viigiiua, — Verduit's studies : when iSr, 
Laikyns, after Bome good-naturcd praise of his diligence, said, " By 
the way. Green, he's now quite old enough, and prepared enonf^ 
for matoiculatjon: and I Boppose you are tliinlring of iL" 

iit. Green was thinking of no such thing. He had never been at 
college himself, and had never heard of bis fathet having been there ; 
and haying the old-fashioned, what-was-good-enough-for-my-father-is-' 
good-enough-for-me sort of feeling, it had never occurred to him that 
bis son should be brought up otherwise than he himself had been. 
The setting-out of Charles Larkyns for college, two years before, had 
suggested no other thought to Hr. Green's mind, Qu^ that a univer- 
si^ was the natural sequence of a public school ; and since Verdant 
had not been through the 'career of the one, he deemed him to be 
exempt from the other. 

The motherly ears of Mrs. Green had been caa^t by the word 
" matriculation," a phrase quite unknown to her ; and she said, " I£ 
it's vaccination that yon mean, Mr. Larkyns, my dear Verdant was 
done only last year, when we thought the small-pox was about ; so 
I think he's quite safe." 

Mr. Larkyns' pohteness was sorely tied to restrain himself from 
giving vent to his feelings in a loud burst of laughter ; but Mary gal- 
lantly came to his rehef by saying, " Matriculatioa means, being 
entered at a university. Don't yon remember, dearest mamma,, 
when Mr. Charles Larkyns went up to Oxford to be matriculated 
last January two years ?*' 

" Ah, yes ! I do now. But I wish I had your memory, my dear." 

And Mary blushed, and flattered herself that she succeeded in 
looking as though Mr. Charles Larkyns and his movements were 
objects of perfect indifference to her. 

So, after luncheon, Mr. Green and the rector paced np and down 
the long-walk, and talked the matter o*er. The burden of Mr. Green's 
discourse was this ; " You see, sir, I don't intend my boy to go into 
the Church, like yours ; but, when any thing happens to mo, hell 
come into the estate, and have to settle down as the squire of the 
parish. So I don't exactly see what would be the use of sending him 
to a university, where, I dare say, he'd spend a good deal of money, 
— not that I should grudge that, though ; — sjid perhaps not be quite 
such a good lad as he's always been to me, sir. And, by George ! (I 
beg your pardon,) I think his mother woidd break her heart to lose 
him ; and I don't know what we should do without him, as he's never 
been away from ue a day, and Ms sisters would miss him. And he's 
not a lad, like your Charley, that could £ght his way in the world, and 
I don't think he'd be altogether hsfipy. And as he's not got to depend 
upon hi> talents for his bread and cheese, tho knowledge he's got at 
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htne, and from yon, »r, seems to me qiste enougfa to cany hint 
OironghliJe. So, altogeUier, I think Verdant will do vafy well jub* 
k, and periiapa we^d ietter say no nuwe abont the mtttrioilatioii.'' 

Bat the rector would lay more ; and he ei^a^esed his mind this : 
"It is not so mw^ from what Verdaiit; would leani in Latin and Greek, 
aadswA thingB asm^» np apart trf the education, that I adTis» joar 
smdii^ himtoa rauTersity; bst mora fron what be would gain by 
mixing with a bii|B body (^ yomg men of his owa ag;e, who repreeent 
tbe beat classes of amizad society, and who may justly be-t^en as 
fnir sBB^eB of its feeling and tate^s. It is fonWion of character 
GuA I regard as oite <^ Uie greatest of tbe many great ends of a mu- 
versity syst^a ; and if for tbis reason alime, I sboold adviEe you.to 
fiend yonr fittnre coimtry sqtare to coU^e. Where else will be be 
able to meet with so great a number of those of bis own dass, with 
wdmn he will bafve to mix in the after changes <rflij'e, and for whose 
fteliogs and tone a coHeg^-cooise will give him the proper key-note ? 
TRiere else can he learn so qnickly in tla«e years, — what other men 
wiUperlups be strrring for throogh life, without attaining, — that self. 
r^iance which will enaljle him to mix at ease in any society, and to feal 
Aeeqnalirfilsmemben? And, beeidee ^ this, — and eacb-of these 
pmnts in tbe education of a yoimg man is^ to nty mind, a sti'ong one,- 
— lAere dse conld be be more- cam.ptetely ' under tutors and goreT' 
iii>tB,'and more tbsion^yiBite ran>e^^an«,tkin in a [dacewbere 
oellege-lawB are no respecters of pen»ns, and seek to keep tbe wild 
blood of youth within its due bounds 7 There is somethmg in th» 
very atmoqibere of a univerai^ that seems to engender refined 
tlwiif^tB and nd>Ie feelings; and lamentable indeed nnot bethe 
state of any yom^ man iriio can pass thij>ngb tbe tbre» years of Ins 
coU^ residence, and bring away no hi^er aims, ne w^tbier pur- 
mw, no better tbougbte, from aU the holy associationa wbicb have 
ben orowded aroond fam. Stcb adTantages as these are not to be 
i^Bded.witbiDdiffereDee ; and though they come in secondary ways, 
and pessesg' the mind almost imperceptil:*^, yet they are of primary 
iraportaooe^ the fixnurtion of character, and may mould it into tha 
mere perfbet man. And as long as I had tbe power, I woidd no 
ouve think of deprivii^-a child of mbie ofsircb good means towards 
a good end, tbao I we^ of ke^nng him from, any IMag else tiiat 
was likely to improve -bis mind or sSeet his- heart." 

Mr. Larkyns put matters in a new light ; and Mr. Qreen bcgui 
to'tbink that a mayer sity career imght belooked at from more than; 
one pomt of view. But as old pr^ndices are not so easily eTerthrowv 
as tbe lath -and-plaateT erections of mere newly-formed opiinon, Ur, 
Green was not yet w<cn ever by Mt.Larbyns'argnneatB. "Tbereww 
ajialimr," Iwea^ '^irlro was gse^f tbe woitinestand kimtert men 
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ttving ; and I beUe?e he nerer went to coll^, nor did he tUuk it 
veeeaaaxj that I shudd go ; and I tnut Fm no worn ft mm' tliaiL 
my bther." 

" Ah ! Green," Te|di«d the netar ; " the old n^oment I Bnt 
ym- mutt nctt judge the pnaent age I^ the past ; nor measnre ont 
to y aw Mm the same d^ree of edncatioit that joar bthei nd^it 
tUiik BitGcJent for you. When you and I were boyi, Qreen, theM 
tUngs were thought of very differently to ^rbat they are in the pre- 
SBt day ; and ^en your father gave you a re^tectaUe edaeati^Hi ct 
a claaaoal sdiool, he did all that be tiiought was reqniata to {fam 
jmLinto a esoatiy gentleman, and fit yoo for that stadon in life yon 
mn-dettined to fllL Bat oouider what a pn^renive age it ia that 
wv'live in ; aod ymi will see that the tian^rd of education baa been 
eonidemUy nwed mee the days whai yon and I did the ' propriK 
q^ auttu*' togtthw } and that when be comet to mic in sode^, 
moB-wiObe demanded ofthetonthanwas expected frtan the &thcr. 
Aai faeaidM thit, think in bow m>ny ways it will benefit Verdant to' 
■end him to coll^. By mixing more in the worid, and being called 
spsB to act and tidnk fin himself , he will gradually gain that experi- 
^lee, without whioh a man cannot arm himidf to meet tbediffievlties 
that beaet all of na, mtos or lest, in the battle of life. Hsiajnt (rf 
Stage, v^tm some change from the narrowed circle of heme ia tie- 
OMsacy; Oodioibid that labenld emx speak in any bnt the fa^heot 
ttRMof the mual good it must d6 erery young man to live under 
hia^iBolhei^ wntchftd eye, and be ever in Ihe conquny of pore-iinnded 
mtaa. Indeed I M. tlds mote ptrhapa than many other parents 
WQidd, hMBSie my kd, from bis earliest yean, hat been d^ved of 
■mh tender tnining, aiod cut (£ £nuB snch sweet society. But yet, 
with aiH this high regard for such home infinences, I put it to you, if 
IkuKB will not gmwtqi in the boy's mind, when he begins to draw 
am t4> man's estate, a Terrwearinessof all this, from itaveiynme- 
BMi;assiftitliig,a3ttwBre, of all these delicaoM, and a longing fix 
■wtkiiig to break the monotony of what will gradually become to 
him a- hntndrnm horse-in-the-mill kind of conntzylifo? And it is 
just at this critical time that college life steps in to his aid. With 
his.new lift) a new light bursts upon hit rohid; be finds that he is 
net the little bonchcdd-god he had fimcied hiinBelf to be ; hia wwd 
is^no lodgvthe law of the Uedet and Peniani, atitwaa at home ; 
be me^irith none of those little fiMterres from partiid relstiree, or 
fiMTBiDg semott, that were growing into a part of his siisUBoe ; bat 
faehasto bMrooMndictioB and reproof, to find himself only as 
g^ml widi others, lAtta hecas gain that e^pislity by his own datectst 
aad, in: dual; be daily proyeaais IB thatknovdedge of bimsdf, vdddi, 
finu the ynotiUMMlo»-da}« dMM tauMTom, bo* bMB fend ta bw 
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about tlie most oseM of all knowledge ; for it gives a man statnli^ 
of chancter, and braces up bis mental energies to a healtbf eitjoy* 
ment of the business of life. And so, Green, I would advise you, 
above all tbings, to let Verdant go to college." 

Much mdre did the rector say, not only on this occasion, but on 
Others ; and the more frequently he returned to the charge, the lets 
resistance were his arguments met with ; and the result was, that 
Mr. Green was fully persuaded that a university was the prop« 
sphere for his son to move in. But it was not wi^iout many a pang 
lutd much secret misgiving that Mrs. Green would consent to enfEar 
ber beloved Verdant to run the risk of those dreadiiil contaminations 
which she imagined would inevitably accompany every college career. 
Indeed, she thought it an act of the greatest heroism (or, if you 
object to the word, heroinebm,) to be won over to say ' yes' to the 
proposal ; and it was not until Miss Vir^nia had recited to her the 
deeds of aU the mothers of Greece and Borne who had soSered bit 
their children's sake, that Mrs. Green would consent to sacrifice her 
maternal feelings at the sacred altar of duty. 

When the point had been duly settled, that Mr. Verdant Green 
was to receive a university education, the next question to be de> 
cided was, to which of the three Unirersities should be go ? To 
Oxford, Cambridge, or Durham ? But this was a matter which was 
soon determined upon. Mr. Green at once put Durham aside, on 
account of its iolascy, and its watding the prestige that attaches to 
the names of the two great Universities, - Cambridge was treated 
quite as summarily, because Mr. Green had conceived the notion 
that nothing but mathematics were ever thought oi talked of there ; 
and OS he himself had always had an abhorrence of them from his 
youth up, when he was hebdomadally flogged for not getting-up bis 
weekly propositions, he thought that his son should be qiared some 
of the personal disagreeables that he himself had encountered ; for 
Mr. Green remembered to have heard that the great Newton was 
horsed during the time that he was a Cambridge undergraduate, and 
be bad a ha^ idea that the same indignities were still practised 
there. 

But the circumstance that eUefly decided Mr. Green to chooss 
Oxford as the arena for Verdant's performances was, that he would 
have a companion, and, as he hoped, a mentor, in the rector's son, 
Mr, Charles Larl^ns, who would not only be able to cheer him on 
his first entrance, but also would introduce him to select and quiet 
friends, put him in the way of lectures, and initiate him. into all the 
m^teries of the place ; all which the rector professed his son would 
be ^ad to do, and would be delighted to see his old friend and 
plaj^dlow within tHe classic walls of Alma Ifater. 
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Oxford having been eelected for the nnivenity, the next point to 
be decided was the college. 

" You cannot," said the rector, " find a much better college than 
Brazen&ce, where my lad is. It always stands well in the class-list, 
and keeps a good name with its tutors. There are a nice gentle- 
mardy set of men there; and I am proud to say, that my lad would 
be able to introduce Verdant to some of the best. This will of 
course be much to his advantage. And be^des this, I am on very 
intimate terms with Dr. Portman, the master of the college ; and, if 
they should not haj^ten to be very full, no doubt I could get Verdant 
admitted at once. This too wUl be of advantage to ma ; for I 
can tell you that there are secrets in all th^e matters, and that at 
many cdleges that I could name, unless you knew Ihe principal, or 
had some introduction or other potent spell to work with, your son's 
name would have to remiun on the books two or three years before 
he could be entered ; and this, at Yerdant's age, would be a serious 
objection. At one or two of the colleges, indeed, this is almost neces- 
sary, under any circumstances, on account of the great number of 
applicants ; but at Brazen&ce there is not this over-crowding ; and 
I have no doubt, if I write to Dr. Portman, but what I can get rooms 
for Verdant without much loss of time." 

" Brazeniace be it then !" said Mr. Green, " and I am sure that 
Verdant will enter tbero with very many advantages ; and the sooner 
the better, so that he isaj ',» the longer with Mr. Charles. But when 
must his — his what-d'ye-dJl-'t, come off?" 

" His matriculation ?' repded the rector. " Why, although it is not 
usual for men to commence residence at the time of their matricula- 
tion, still it is sometimes done. And as my lad will, if all goes on 
well, be leaving Oxford next year, perhaps it would be better, on that 
account, that Verdant should enter upon his residence as soon as he 
has matriculated." 

Mr. Green thought so too ; and Verdant, upon being appealed to, 
had no objection to this course, or, indeed, to any other that was de- 
cided to be necessary for himj though it must be confessed, that he 
secretly shared somewhat of his mother's feelings as he looked forward 
into the blank and uncertain prospect of his college life. Like a good 
and dutiJiil son, however, his father's wishes were law; and he no 
more thought of opposing them, than he did of discovering the north 
pole, or paying oS the national debt 

So all this being duly settled, and Mrs. Green being entirely won 
«ver to the proceeding, the rector at once wrote to Dr. Portman, and 
in due time received a reply to the effect, that they were very fiill at 
Brazenface, but that lucloly there was one set of rooms which would 
be vacant at the commencement of the Easter term; at which time 
he should b« very glad to see the gentleman his friend spoke ot 
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CHAPTEB m. 

JO. lEBStUT asEEN LKATZB xsBsgoacE OS Hift Amaoanu. 

Tie tkne till Euter puMd vaj vfstMj, for n«di bad to ba daas 
init Verdant ra&d up moat da^eiateljfbr his natricnlatiaiu. bw- 
luting that initiafaHT etaminarion vith the most.dimai imam «f 
jdnckiiig, and otiier college tortnrea. 

Hia mother K«s lajrisg in fiff him a asw.fitock of liBtt, soffident 

ia qianlity to provide him for y«ar>. of eniigratica; while 1m titfhir 

vsa biuyiiighimselfabeut tbeplstothfttitmsKeqi^sLtototakerbB^ 

ing it bnn-oew, aud of the most asUd ailTer.and hariiigit qplndii^ 

. engraved with iht family crest, and the motto " Snnper TiMns." 

In&toated Mr. Green I If yon could have u>reseen that those 
spoons and forks wonid have soon passed, — I^ a mysterions system 
c^ loss which nndergraduate powers can never fathom, — into the pro- 
perty of Mr. Robert Filf^ier, the excellent, thoogh occadonally erratic, 
Bcont of your beloved son, and &om thMco have melted, not " into 
thin ait, but into a residuum ^ose laass might be expressed by 
the eqnivalfflit of coins of a Ihin and t^lden description, — ^if you 
could but hare foreseen this, then, in&buted but affectionate parent, 
yon would have been content to hare let your son and heir represent 
the ancestral weaMi by mere (iecttcr-|Jate, albata, or any shun that 
would equally well have served his purpose 1 

As for iCsB Virginia Verdant, and the oAet itmoan portloii of 
the Green oommmiity, they folly oecajwd their tiane imtil the day 
of separation- came, l^ elabotalii^ articles . of f^sinine workmanship, 
as eommirs, by which dear Verdant might, in the land of the 
strangerSi recall visions of h^ae. These w«re preseated to him with 
all ^e state on the-nenting of tie day previous to that on which 
he was to leave the home of Ibb ucestoTB. 

All the articles were useful as well as oniamentaL nHrewas 
a purse from Helen, which, beudes beii^; a trit^ih of art in the way 
of beaddec(«ation, was also, it must be flowed, a very us^il present, 
nnlesa one happened to carry one's riches in a porte-monnaie. There 
was a pair of braces from Uary, worked with an ecdeaiastical pattern 
of a severe character,— very B^tpropriate lor arademical wear, and 
extremely eSedive for all occaaionB when the coat had to be taken ofl 
in public. And there was a watch-pocket from FfuBty, to hang ov«; 
Verdanfs night-cf^iped head, and serve as a depositor; for the goUen 
mechanical turnip that had been handed down in the family, as ft 
watch, for the last three genwationa. AndthenwaaapairofwoidicD 
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comforters knit bf Miss Vij^ima's own foir hands ; and tbeie vere 
other woolien articles of domestic me, which were contributed by 
Un. Green for her son's peraonal comfort. To these. Miss Virginia 
thonghtfully added an in&Uible recipe for the toothache, an inSic- 
tion to which she was a martyr, and for the general relief of which 
in osiers she constituted herself a species of toothache missionary ; 
for, as she said, " You might, my dear Verdant, be seized with that 
{iBinM disease, and not have me by your side to cure it :" which it 
was rery probable he would not, i college rules were strictly car- 
ried out at Brazenface. 

AH these articles were presented to Mr. Verdant Green with 
many speeches and great ceremony; while Mr. Green stood by, 
and smiled benignantly upon the scene, and his son beamed through 
his glasses (which his defective sight obhged him constantly to wear) 
with the most serene aspect 



It was altogether a great day of preparation, and one which it 
was well for the constitution of the household did not happen vexy 
often ; for the honse was reduced to that summerset condition usually 
known in domestic parlanc* as " apside down," Mr. Verdant Green 
persoQally superintended the paclung of his goods ; a performance 
which was only effected by the united strength of the establiahment. 
Sutler, Footman, Coachman, liady's-maid. Housemaid, and Bnttona 
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were all pressed into the service ; end the coachm&n, being a man oiF 
some weight, was found to be of great uae in eflecting a junction of the 
locks and hasps of over-filled book-boxes. It was astonishing to see 
all the amonnt of literature that Mr. Verdwt Green was about to 
conyey to the seat of learning : there was enough to stock a small Bod- 
leian. As the owner stood with his hands behind him, plaodly but- 
veying the scene of preparation, a meditative spectator m^ht have 
possibly compared him to the hero of the engraving" Moses going to 
the fiiir," that was then hanging just over his head ; for no one coald 
have set out for the great Oxford booth of this Vanity Fair with 
more simplicity and trusting confidence than Mr. Verdant Green. 

When the trunks had at last been packed, tiiey were then, by 
the thoughtful suggestion of Miss Virginia, provided each witji ft 
canvas covering, after the manner of the luggage of females, and 



labelled with large direction-cards filled with the most ample par- 
ticolars concerning their owner and his destination. 

It had been decided that Mr. Verdant Green, instead of reaching 
Oxford by rail, should make his entr^ behind the four horses thai 
drew the Sirmingham and Oxford coach ; — one of the few four-horse 
coaches that still ran for any distance;* and which, as the more plea- 
sant means of conveyance, was generally patronised by Mr. Charles 
Larkyns in preference to the rail ; for the coach passed within three 
m^es of the Manor Green, . whereas the neu'est railway was at a 
much greater distance, and could not be so convenientiy reached. 
Mr. Greeu had determined upon accompanying Verdant to Oxford, 
that he might have the satisfaction of seeing him safely landed there, 
and might also himself form an acquaintance with a city of which 
he had heard so mnch, and which would be doubly interesting to him 
now that his son was enrolled a member of ita Univeraty. Theii 
seats had been secured a fortnight previous ; for the rector had told 
Mr. Gieen that so many men went up by the coach, that unless he 

' Thk woU-loMwn oaaoli oaued to run betweea Binningliiun and Oifbrd, ia 
the lartwMk<tfAugaKlS6%oii ths opstiing ofUieBinmnghsm andOxlbr^ 
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made an eaily application, he would altogether Ml in oUaining 
-places ; so a letter had been di^tatched to " the Swan" coach-office 
at Birmingham, from which place the coach started, and two out- 
side seats had been put at Mr. Green's di^oaal. 

The day at length arrived, when Mr, Verdant Green for the fiiBt 
time in his life (on any important occasion) was to leave the pat«nial 
roof ; and it must be confessed that it was a jn'oceediog which cauaod 
him aome anxiety, and that he was not sorry when the carriage was 
at the door to bear him away, before (shall it be confessed T] his 
tears had got the mastery over him. As it was, by the judicioiis 
help of his sisters, he passed the Rubicon in court^eous style, and 
went through the form of breakfast with the greatest lularity, altliough 
with several narrow escapes of sufEiscatioafirom dioking. The thought 



ISiftt he was goii% to he air Osfffduer fortnast^ly fts»ted Urn in 
tlte preservation of &nt ttmje^ SpaSy ■mi ewdess tme miiebke 
eonndered to be ttte iiecessary a^ncte oi Hn nariy lAwatder, 
more espedall^ as developed in that peculiar biped he was about 
to be transformed into ; andltfr. Verdant OieenwH^aiMsd to say 
" Good-bj" vrith a firm voice anA oDdiinined spectades. 
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AJlemwded to the door to have a kat shake of the hand; tte 
maad-serraats peeped from the apper windows ; and Mias Virginia 
sobbed ont & blessing, which was rendered of a stnkiiig and odginal 
diaiacter by being mixed up with iostnietions never to f6i:get what 
she had tau^t hm in his Laiin graramar, and alwt^ to l^ caiefiil 
to guard against the toothache. And amid tfae good-byes and 
vate-oftoiB that usoally accompany a departure, the carriage rolled 
dawn the avenne to the bdge, wh^e was Mr. Hole the gardener, 
and also His. Mole, and, meceover, tiie Mole olive -brandies, all 
gathened at the open gate to say farewell to the young master. 
And jaBt.&a they were about to mount the hill leading out of the 
village, who should be thrae but the rector lying m yait fbr them 
and ready to walk up the hill by their side, and say a few kindly 
winds at patting. Well might Mr. Verdant Grerai b^m to regard 
himself as the topic of the .^^llage, and think that . gcii^ to Oxford 
was really an afhir of some importance. 

They were in good tsne fbr the coach; and (be ringing notes of 
&B gatxd's bogle made them aware of ila apjtroacb some tlmehefAre 
fhay aaxv it latCiiag -merrily along in its clomd of dast. What a sight 
it wu wbn it did oome near I The doud that had enveloped it 
waedisotvfiiiad tofaenotdvstonly, but smckefromt^ cigarB, neer< 
s^amns, and Aort clay pipes <xf a full oom^^BeBt of gentlwieii 
ptMongBte, «carcdy one of whom seemed to have passed his tweit- 
tieib year. No b(»met betokening a Umsie travellei could be seen 
^tiber inaide or out; and Utat htdy was indeed lucky who escaped 
heuigiim.iDaele passenger on the following day. Notiung but a h^ae 
ef iHne, «r the ctn^tete re-lining of the coach, coidd purify it &Dm 
the attacks of the fonr, gentlemen who were now doing their best to 
«(«Ttst it into a divan ; and the ocmsumption of tobacco on that day 
iMtwBcai iSrmingham and Oxford must have materially benefited Qte 
revenue. The passengers were not limit-tniil to the two-legged ones, 
(here were fDBF-fbot«d ones also. Sporting doge, fancy dogs, ugly 
dogi, xat-killiug dogs, -short-hairei dc^, long-haired dogs, dogs 1^ 
!•■&, ic^ like vtcfs, d(^ of all ct^iMus and of all te«eds and sizes, 
^peaxad thrustiiig out their black noses &om all parts of the cofldi. 
PottBumteaBs were.pikd u;«o the roof; gnn-hoxee peeped out sua- 
faaoasly hoe amd there ; bundles of ^icks, canea.fc^, flshisg-rods, 
and whips, appeared strapped together in every dirMlion ; while -all 
■rand labeat the. ooai^ 

-«Tiks a noiCh ladlan «ia£ Ua b«t of bea^" 

hat-hoxes dangled in leathery profhsion. The Oxford e«aoh on aa 
•ccautmiike.tibis avaaa a^t to be remembered. 

A " Wo-ho-ho, my beauties!" broi^ the makiqg wbeilca 
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vjpaa thdi haunches ; aod Jeba, salntii^ with hia elbow and vhip 
finger, called out in the huaky Yoic« pecu^ to a, dram-diinkei, " Are 
you the two houtaide genta for Hoifot ?" To which Mr, Green re- 
plied iu the affirmative ; and while the luggage (the canvas-covered, 
ladylike look of which was such a contrast to that of the other pas- 
aengera) was bdng quickly transferred to the coach-top, he and V«- 
dant ascended to the places reserved for them behind the coachman, 
Ur, Green saw at a glance that all the passengers were Oxford 
' men, dressed in every variety of Oxford fashion, and exhibiting a 
pleasing diversity of Oxford manners. Their private remarks <ai 
the two new-comers were, like stage " asides," perfectly audible. 

" Decided case of governor !" said one. 

" Undoubted ditto of freshman !" observed anotlier. 

" Looks ferociously mild in his gig-lamps !" remarked a third, 
■Buding to Mr. Verdant Green's spectacles. 

" And jolly green all over 1" wound up a foorth. 

Mr. Green, heating his name (as he thought) mentioiied, tamed 
to die small young gentleman who had spoken, and politely said, 
" Yes, my name is Green ; but you have the advantage of me, sir." 

" Oh I have 1 7' replied the young gentleman in the most a&bla 
maimer, and not in the least d^ncerted ; " my name's Bouncer ; 
I remember seeii^ you when I was a babby. How's the old wo- 
man?" And without waiting to hear Ur. Green bftily reply, "lli& 
Green — my^wiFE, tai — is quite well — and I do kot remember t« 
have seen you, or ever heard your name, sir I" — little Mr. Bouncer 
. DUtde some most unearthly noises on a post-horn as tall as himself, 
which he had brought for the delectation of himself and his friends, 
and the alarm of every village they passed through. 

" Never mind the dog, sir," SEud the gentleman who sat between 
Ur. Bouncer and Mr. Gre6n ; " he won t hurt you. It's only his 
play ; he always takes notice of strangers." 

" But he is tearing my trousers," expostulated Mr. Green, who 
was by no means partial to the " play" of a thorough-hred tinier. 

" Ah 1 he's an uncommon sensible dog," observed his master; 
" he's always on the look-ont for rats every where. It^a the Wel- 
lington boote that does it ; he's accustomed to have a lat put into a 
bo^, and he worries it out how he con. I daresay he thinks you'vt 
got one in yours." 

" But I've got nothing of the sort, sir ; and I must request yoa 
to keep your dog — " A violent fit of coughing, caused by a well- 
directed volley of smoke from his neighbou'a lips, put a stop to Mr, 
Green's expo^mlatjons. , 

" I hope my weed is no annoyancfl V said the geatlenuu ; " if 
it IB. I will throw U away." 
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To which piece of politeneas Hr. Green conid, ofconise, onlj' 
rop^, between fits of coughing, " Not in th« least, I— «aaure yon, — Z 
ua Tery fond — of tobacco — in the open air." 

" Then I daresay yon'U do aa we are doing, and smoke a weed 
yoniBelf," said the gentleman, as he oSeied Mi. Green a plethorio 
cigar-case. But Mr. Green's expreamim of approbation regarding 
tobacco was simply theoretical ; so he treated lus neighbour's offsr 
as magazioe editors do the hss. of unknown conteihutors — ^itwas 
" declined with thanks." 

Hr. Verdant Green had already had to make a similar reply to 
a like proposal on the part of his le^-hand neighbour, who was now 
eipreaaing violent admiration for our hero's top-coat. 

"Ain't that a good style of coat, Charley ?" he obserred to his 
neighbooT. " I wish I'd seen it before I got this over-coat ! There's 
Bometbing sensible about a real, unadulterated top-coat ; and there's 
a style iu the way in which they've let down the skirts, and pnt on 
the velvet collar and cuffe regardless of expense, that really quite goes 
to one's heart. Nowldaresaythe man that built that," he said, more 
particularly addressing the owner of the coat, " condescends to live in 
a village, and waste his sweetness on the desert air, while a noble 
Setd might be found for his talent in a University town. That coat 
, will make quite a sensation in Oiford. Won't it, Charley ?" 

And when Charley, quoting a popular actor (totally nnknown to 
our hero), said, " I believe you, my bo-oy I" Mr. Verdant Green 
b^^ to feel quite proud of the abilities of their village t^or. and 
thought what two delightM companions he had met with. The rest 
of the journey further cemented (as he thought) their Mendship ; so 
that he was fairly astonished when, on meeting them the next day, 
they stared him full in the face, and passed on without taking any 
more notice of him. But freshmen cannot learn the mysteries i^ 
college etiquette in a day. 

However, we are anticipating. They bad not yet got to Oxford, 
though-, from the pace at which they were going, it appeared as if 
they would soon reach there ; for the coachman had given np his 
seat and the reins to tlie box-passenger, who appeared to be as nsed 
to the businera as the coachmEin himself; and he was now driving 
them, not only in a most scientific manner, but also at a great pace. 
Mr. Green was not particularly pleased with the changein the foor- 
wheeled government ; but when they went down a hill at a quick trot, 
the heavy li^gage making the coach rock to and ho with the speed, 
tat fears increased painfully. They culminated as the trot increased 
into a canter, and then broke into a gallop as tbey swept along the 
level road at the bottom of the hill, and rattied up the rise of another. 
Aa the honee walked over the brow of the hill, with smoking flanles 
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and jipglij^ huiusB, Mr. Oreea; reeoyered sufficient lirealk to expoa- 
tulate wiUi tlie coachman £» saSeriag — " a mere kd," he vos abcoA 
to EHj, but fortunately checked himself in time, — foE. su&risg any 
ene else ikaa tiie regular driver to have Hke diarge (£ the coadi. 



^ NT ^ 



" You never fret yoora^ about tbat, ur," replied the raas; " I 
]mowa my bis'ness, as w^ as my doolies to self and purpiietois, and 
rd never go for to give up the ribbins to any par^ bat wot had 
showed h^elf fitted to 'andle 'em. And I think I may say thie for 
thegenelmanaabasgot'eiaiww, Ihattn's &ttobftfiutv^ to th» 
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Qiuen heraelf ; and Tm proud to call him my pw^Ia. Why, sir,— 
if his hoQour here will pardon me iat umIob' bo free, — tbu 'era gent 
U Four-in-lmiid Foabiooke, of which you nf^M have heerd tm." 

Mr. Green replied thai he had not had that pleasure. 

" All I a plaosore you mn/ caJl it,- air, with puiect tmdi," rqilisd 
the coBdunaa ; " but, lor blees me, sir, weer oon you hare lived V 

The " people" who had listened to this, highly amiwed, alightij 
tamed his head, and said to Mr. Green, "Pray don't feel any alarm, 
!ai ; I believe you are quite safe undra my guidance. This ia not the 
Smst time by many that I have driven this coach, — not to montifMi 
others; and you may conclude iJtat I should not have gained the 
toMqraet to whio^ my worthy Mend haa alluded, without having 
tome pietensi<His to a knowledge of the art of driving." 

Mr. Gre«i mormored his apologies for his mistruBt.-^sxpressed 
perfect faith in Mr. Foabcooke's skiU — and then lapsed into silent 
meditation mi the various arta and sdenees in which tLe gentlemen 
of the University of Oxford leemed to be moat jffoficient, and pic- 
tued to himself what would be hja ieelii^ if he ever came to see 
Verdant driving a coach I There certainly did not (q»pear to ba 
mnch probability of such an event ; but can any pater familiaa say 
what even the most carefully brought up young Hopefid will do 
when he has arrived at years of indiscretion ? 

Altogether, Mr. Green did not particolarly enjoy the jonmey. 
Beside tiie doga and cigars, which to bim were equal nuisances, little 
Mr. Bouncer was perpetually producing unpleasaol; post-bom effects, 
— ^which he called " sounding his octaves," — and destroying the effect 
of tike airs on the guard's key-bugle, by joining in them at improper 
times and with discordant measures, i&x. Green, too, could not but 
perceive that the majority of the conversation that was addressed to 
himself and his son (Qtough mcsre particukily to the latter), although 
couched in politest form, was yet of a teiriency calculated Ia " draw 
them out" for the amusement of their fellow-passengera. He also 
obeerved that the young gentlemen severally exhibited great capacity 
£>! the beer of Bass and the porter of Guinness, and were not avene 
even to liquids of a more spirituous description. Moreover, Mr. 
Green remarked that the ministering Hebes were invariably ad- 
dressed by their Christian names, and were familiarly ccatversed 
with as old acquaintances ; most of them receiving direct offers of 
mairiage, or the option of putting np the banns on any Sunday 
ia the middle of the wedi ; while the inquiries after their grand- 
motjiers and* the various members of ibeir family circles were both 
nnmerons and gratifying. In all these verbal encounters little Mr. 
Bouncer particularly distinguished himself. 

Woodstock was reached : " Fonr-in-hand Fosbrooke" gave i^ 
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the reins to tlie pTofesdonal Jehu ; and at last the towera, qures, 
and domes of Oxford appeared in sight. The first view ot the Citj 
of Colleges is alwap one that will be long remembered. Even the 
railway traveller, who eut«ra W the least imposing approach, and 
can scarcely see that he is in Oxford before he has reached Folly 
Bridge, must yet regard the city with mingled feelings of delight 
«nd surprise as he looks across the Christ Church Meadows tmd 
rolls past the Tom Tower. But he who approaches Oxford from 
the Henley Bood, and loqks upon that unsurpassed prospect from 
Magdalen Bridge, — or he who ent«rs the city, as fiu*. Green did, 
from the Woodstock Road, and rolls down the shady avenue of 
St Giles', between St. John's College and the Taylor Buildings, 
and pass the gracefiil Martyrs' Memorial, will receive impressions 
such as probably no other city in the world -could convey. 

' As the coach clattered down the Corn-market, and turned the 
comer by Carfax mto High Street, Mr. Bouncer, having been com- 
pelled, in deference to University scraples, to lay aside his post-horn, 
was consoling himself by chanting the following words, selected pro- 
bably in compliment to Mr. Verdant Green : 

" To Oxford, a FrdihmBn aa modeat, 
I SDter'a ono morning in March ; 
And tJiB figure I cat wu the oddest — 
All nMOtaolea, choker, &nd atarch. 

Wh&ok fal lul, lal iddity, &o. 

From ths top of ' the Bovol Defiance,' / 

Jack Adanu, who coaches bo well, 
8st me down in theae rwiona of «aieniw. 

In fioDt of Uia Mitre Hotel. 

Whaok fol lol, lol iddity, fto. 

' ISure uerer man's prospeota were brighter,' 

I sud, a« 1 jumped frota my perch ; 
' So qniclilj arriTed at the Mitre, 
, Oh, I'm aura to get on in the Chnrch T 

Whack fol ItO, lol Mditj, ko." 

By the time Mr. Bouncer finished these words, the coach appro- 
priately drew np at the "Mitre," and the passengers tumbled off 
■amid a knot of gownsmen collected on the pavement to receive them. 
But no sooner were Mr. Green and our hero set down, than they 
were attacked by a horde of the aborigines of Oxford, who, know- 
Uig by vulture-like sagacity the aspect of a freshman and his gover- 
nor, swooped down upon them in the guise of impromptu porters, 
and made an indiscriminate attack npon the luggage. It was only 
by the display of the greatest presence of mind that Mr. Verdant 
Qreen recovered his effects, and prevented his canvas-covered boxes 
boia being carried off in the wheel-barrows that were tnmdling off 
in all directions to the various ooUc^. 
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But at last all were safely secured. And soou, when a snug 
dinner had been discossed in a quiet room, and a bottie of the Anions 
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(tiion^ I have heard some call it "is-famoos") Oxford port had been 

Cduced, Mr. Green, under its Idndly influeuce, opened hia heart to 
son, and gave him mucli advice as to his forthcoming Univendty 
care« ; being, of course, well calculated to do thia from his intimate 
acquaintance with the subject. 

Wheth» it was the extra glass of port, or -whether tt was the 
natnre of hia lathee's discouise, or whetfaW it vas the norelty of his 
ffituation, or whether it was all these circumstances comhmed, yet 
certain it was that Mr. Verdant Greea's fizst night in Oxfbrd waa 
distingjished b; a series, or rather coi^a^on, of most remarkable 
dreaas, in which bishops, archbishops, and. hobgoUina dbowed oua 



another for precedence ; a beoeflcent ftmal 1 crowned him with laurel, 
while Fame lustily proclaimed the honours \e had received, and mr- 
Tolled the class-list in which his name had tivst rank. 

Sweet land of visions, that will with such ease confer even a 
trtHe first upon the weary sleeper, why must 1» awake iron thy 
gentle thraldom, to hnd the class-list a stem reality, and.G ' ' 
ship too often but an empty dream ! 
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Hb. Ykbeuitf Obkbk arose in tbe momiDg mwe or Ie» nfrtehed ; 
and after breakfitst proceeded vith his &ther to Brazen&ce College 
to call upon the Master ; the porter directed them where to go, and 
they sent np their cards. Di. Portman vaa at home, and they vere 
SOW introdnced to his presence. 

&ist«ad of the stem, impodng-lookiiig peraonage that Mr. Verdant 
Green had expected to see in the roler among dons, and the terror of 
ofiending ondergraduates, the master of firazeitface was a mild-look- 
ing old gentleman, with aninofiensiTe amiability (rf eipresaion and a 
shy,retiringmsnDerthat seemed to intiauUe that he was more ahamed 
at the BtrangeiB than they had need to be at him. Br. Portman 
aaemfid to be quite a part of hia college, for he had passed the greatest 
portion of his life there. He had graduated ttiere, he had taken 
Sdiolarahipfi Uiere, be had even gained a pize-poem there ; he had 
been elected aFetW there, he had become a Tutor thezev he had been 
Proctor and College Be^ there ; there, during the long vaeatioiM, hv 
had written his celebrated " Diaquiailion on the Greek Particles," 
aftervards published in eight octavo volumes ; and finally, there he 
had been elected Master of Ms college, in whit^ office, honoured and 
ic^>ected,heappearedlikelytoeadhi3day3. Hewasunmamed; per- 
iafs he lutd never found time to think of a wife ; peihape he had never 
bad the. courage to propose for one ; perhaps he had met with early, 
crosses and disappointments, and had shrined in his heart a fEiic imign 
that should never be displaced. Who knows ? for dons are mortal 
and have been undergraduates once. 

The little hair he had was of a silvery white, althoI^(h his eye- 
browB retained their black hue ; and to judge Srom the &ne &rah- 
coloured features and &e dark eyes that were now uervoosly twink- 
ling upon Mr. Green, Dr. Portntan most, in his more yonthM days, 
have had sn ample share of good looks. He was dressed in. an old- 
&shioned reverend suit of black, with knee-breeches and gaiters, and 
a massive watch-seal dan g lin g from under hia waistcoat, and was d«q» 
in the study of Ins favourite particles. He received oar hero and 
his &.ther both nervously and graciously, and bade them be seated. 

" I sh^ al-ways," he said, in monosylklnc tones, as though ha 
were readitig out of a child's priiaer, — "I shall al-ways be glad to see 
ai^ of the young fdenda of my oU. col-lege fdend Lor-l^ns ; and I 
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do re-joice to be a-ble to serve you, Mia-ter Green ; aod I hope your 
Bon, MiB-ter, Mister Vir Vir-gia-iuB,"— 

" Verdant, Dr. Portjnan," interrupted Mr. Green, suK^^ly. 
" Verdant." 

" Oh I true, true, true ! and I do hope that he wiD,be a ye-ry 
good young man, and try to do hon-onr to his col-lege." 

" 1 trust be will, indeed, air," replied Mr. Green ; " it is the 
great wish of my heart. Aiid I am sore that yon Till find my son 
both quiet and orderly in his conduct, regular in his duties, and always 
in bed by ten o'clock." 



" Well, I hope so too, Mis-ter Green," said Dr. Portman, mono- 
gyllabically ; " but all the young gen-tle-men do pro-mise to be reg-n- 
Iftr and or-der-ly when they first come up, but a term makes a great 
dif-fer-ence. But I daresaymy youngfriendMia-terVir-gin-iua," — 

" Verdant," smilingly suggested Mr. Green. 

" I beg your par-don," apologised Dr. Portman; " but I dare 
say that he will do as you say, for in-deed my fiiendLar-ltyns speaks 
well of him." 

" I am delighted — prond !" murmured Mr. Green, while Ver- 
dant felt himself blushing np to his spectacles. 

" We are ve-ry ftdl," Dr. Portman went on to say, " but as I do 

BX-pect great ihii^ from Mis-ter Vir-gin Verdant, Verdant, I 

hare yvt some rooms at hb ser-Tic« ; and if yon would like to lea 
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dtem, my B^-vant shall Bbow you die way." The serraut was ac- 
eoidingly annmiotied, and received orders to that effect ; while the 
Uaster told Veidant tliat he must, at two o'clock, present himself to 
Mr. Slowcoach, his tutor, who would examine him for his matricu- 
lation. 

" I am sor-ry, Mis-ter Green," said Dr. Fortman, " that my en> 
gage-ments will pre-vent me &om ask-ing you and Mis-ter Viig— 
Ver-dant, to dine with me to-day ; but I do hope tltat the next time 
yoa come to Ox-ftnrd I shall be more K)r-tu-aate." 

Old John, the Common-room man, who had heard this speech 
made to hundreds of " gOTemors" through many generations of fresh- 
men, could not repress a few pantomimic asides, that were suggestive 
of any thing but ^ credence in hb master's words. But Mr. Green 
was dehghted with Dr. Fortman's a&bihty, and pcTceiving Qiat the 
interview vta at an end, made his congi, and left the Master of Brazen- 
&ceto his Greek particles. , 



They had just got outside, when the servant said, " Oh, there 
is the scout ! Tour scout, sir r at which our hero blushed from the 
consdousness of his new dignity ; and, by way of appearing at his ease, 
inquired the scoxtt'e name. 
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" Bobert E^i^er, sir," replied the servaat ; " but tbe gnUnnen 
always call 'em by tbieir Chri^ion names." And beckranng tbe Bcmt 
to him, be bade bim tAtaw tbe gentlemeii to the rooisE ke^ttfor Ui, 
Verdant Green ; md then took himself back to tbe MaBt«r. 

Mr. Egbert Filcher migM perhaps have been forty yeaia of age, 
perhaps fi% ; there was cornsog enon^ in hia foce to fill even a cen- 
tury of wily yearejaadtiiere was a depUi of expreseion in his look, as 
he a^d ooi hero if hs was Mr. Verdant Green, that pToclaimed fais 
custom of reading a freshman at a glance. Mr. Filcher was laden 
-with coate and boots that had jast been bmsbed and blacked for their 
respectiTe masters; and he was bearing a jug of Battery ale (they 
are roxnrned for their ale at Bnzenface] to the gentleman who owned 
the pair of " tops" that werenowfla^iii^in thesKias tbsy donned 
from tlie seonf s band. 

" Please to follow me, geeHemen," he sail ; " i^s only jut «croBg 
the quad. Third floor. No. 4 staircase, fast quad; tiia^s sbdot the 
mark, / think, sir." 

Mr. Verdant Gr^en glanced curiously round the Qnadjui^le, witli 
its picturesque irregularity of outline, its towers and turrets and battle- 
ments, its grey time-eaten walls, its rows of mullioned heavy-headed 
windows, and the quiet cloistered air that spoke of study and rejec- 
tion ; and perceiving on one side a row of large windows, with great 
buttresses between, and a species of steeple on the high-pitciied roof, 
he made bold [just to try the effect) to address Mr. Filcher by the 
name assigned to him &t an early period of his life by his godfathers 
Bsd godmothers, and inquired if that building "was the chopel. 

" No, sir," replied Robert, " that there's the 'All, sir, that is, — 
vhere you dines, air, Jeastways when you ain't ' MgeT,' or elseweer. 
That at the top is the lantern, sir, titat is ; called so because it never 
has no candle in it. The ch^ml's the hopposte side, sir.— r-Please 
not to walk on the ^rasa, sir ; there's a £ne agin it, nnless you're a 
Master. This way if you jdease, gentlemen !" Thus the scont be- 
guiled them, as he led them to an open doorway with a large 4 
painted oyer it ; inside was a door on either hand, wiiile a coal-bin 
displayed its black face from tmder a staircase that rose immediately 
liefore them. Up this they went, foUowbg the scout {who had van- 
ished for a mom^it with ihe boots aad beer) ; snd when they had 
fiaased the first floor, they fonnd the ascent hv no means oasy to the 
body or pleasant to the m^t Tie imoe 'wirilr irirfird \nlls were 
coated with the nncleansed dust of the three past terms; and where 
the {faster, had not been chipped off by flying porter-bottles or the 
heels of Wellington boots, its surface had horded an irmistdble 
temptation to those imagiiattiYe undetgradnates ^o displayed - Hieir 
artistic gemns in eandls-sm^ ctcrtoons of the heads of tite tJnrrani- 
sly, and other popular and mipopiilu charseten. Ail'Ur, Onen'a 



caotioii, 13 he crept up the dark, toting BUircase, could not prerent 
Urn &om crasliiiig hia h&t against the low, cobwebbed ceiling, and be 



gave Tent to a very Btrong but quiet anathema, -wtidi glided quietly 
and andibly into ^e remark, " Confounded awkward Etaiicase, I 
Hank I" 

" Jnst whst Mr. Bouncer says," replied the acont, " although he 
don't reach so high as you, sir ; cut ho do say, sir, when he comes 
home pleasant at night &om some wine-party, that it m the aukardest 
ras ever put before a gentleman's legs. And he did go 

ar, sir, as to ask the Mastei, if it wouldn't be better to hare a 
e as would go ap of iiisself, and take ttie gentlemen up wi^ 
it, like one as liiey has at some pnbKc show in London — the Call-and 
floe-em, I think he aaid." 

"The Colosseum, probaHy," soOTested Mr. Green, "And what 
did Dr. Portman say to fliat, pray?" 

"Why he said, sir, — leastw^ so Mr. Bouncer reported, — that 
it mra't by no means a bad idea, and tiiat p'raps Hr. Booncer'd find 
it donein six months' time, when he come back again from tlie country. 
Fvx yon see, tax, Ur. Bouncer had made hisself so pleasant, that he'd 
been and got the porter out o' %ed, and corked his face dreadful ; and 
then, ar, be'd baen and got a Hintt<-board from somewhere out of the 
town, andfaniigiton the Hast«r>a private door ; lotiiat vfaen tluy 
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vent to earlf chapel in the molding, tiiey read as how the Master 
was ' licensed to sell beer by retail,' and ' to be drunk on the pre- 
mises.' So when the Miister came to know who it was as did it, 
which in couise the porter told him, be s^d as bow Mr. Bouncer 
had better go down into the cotmtry for a year, for change of hair, 
and to visit his Mends." 

" Very kind indeed of Dr. Portman," said our hero, who missed 
the moral of the stoiy.anj took themstdcationfor a kind forgiTeness 
of injuries. 

" Just what Hb. Bouncer said, sir," replied the scout, " be said 
it totre pertickler kind and tbougbtfid. This is his loom, sir ; he 
come up on'y yesterday." And be pointed to a door, above which 
was pwnted in white letters bn a black ground, " Bounceb." 

" Why," said Mr. Green to his son, " now I iHnM of it, Bomicer 
was the name of that short young gentleman who came with us on 
the coach yesterday, and made hinuelf so— so unpleasant with a tin 
horn." 

" That's the gent, ar," observed the scout ; " that's Mr. Bouncer, 
agoing the complete unicorn, as he calls it. I dare say you'll find 
him a pleasant neighbour, sir. Yom^ rooms is next to hu." 

With some doubts of these prospective pleasures, the Mr. Greens, 
pen etjils, entered through a donble door painted over the outside 
withtfaenameof'SMALLs;" to which Mr. Filcher directed our hero's 
attention by saying, " Yon can have that name took out, sir, and 
your own name painted in. Mr. Smalls has just moved bisself to 
the other quad, and that's why the rooms is vacant, sir." 

. Mr. Filcher then went on to point out the properties and cKga^ 
lulitJes of the rooms, and also thdr mechanical contrivances. 

" This is the hoak, this 'ere outer door is, sir, which the gentle- 
men, sports, that is to say, shuts, sir, when they're a readin'. Not as 
Mr. Smalls ever hinterfered with his constitootion by too much 'ard 
study sir ; he only sported his hoak when people used to get trouble- 
some about their Ettle bills. Here's a place for coals, »r, though 
Mj. Smalls, he kept his hull-terrier there, which was apn the r^u- 
lations, as you know, sir." (Verdant nodded his head, as though ho 
were perfectly aware of the feet.) " This ore's your bed-room, mr. 
Very small, did you say, sir ? Oh, no, sir ; not by no means ! We 
thinks that in college reether a biggish bed-room, sir. Mr. Smalls 
thought so, sir, and he's in bis second year, he is." (Mr. Filcher 
thoroughly understood the science of " flooring" a freshman.) 

" This is m^ room, sir, this is, for keepin' your cups and saucers, 
and wine-glasses and tumblers, and them sort o' things, and washii^ 
'em up when yon wants 'em. If yon likes to keep your .wine sai 
spemts here, sir — Mr. Smalls always did — jon'll find it a nice eool 
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fiaee, sir: or else here's this 'ere winder-seat; you see, sir, it opens 
with a lid, 'andy for the purpose." 



" If you act upon tiiat suggestion, Verdant," remarked Mr. Green 
aside to his son, " I trust that a lock will he added." 

There was not a superfluity of funuture in the room ; and Mr. 
Smalls having conveyed away the luzurious part of it, that which 
was left had more of the useM than the ornamental character; but 
as Mr. Verdant Green was no Syharite, this point was but of little 
consequence. The window looked with a sunny aspect down upon 
the quad, and over the opposite buildings were seen the spires of 
churches, the dome of the RadclifTe, and-the gables, pinnacles, and 
turrets of other colleges. This was pleasant enough ; pleasanter than 
the stale odours of the Virginian weed that rose from the faded green 
window-curlains, and fircm the old Kidderminster carpet that had 
been charred and burnt into holes with the fag-ends of cigars. 

" Well, Verdant," said Mr, Green, when they bad completed 
their inspection, " the rooms are not so very bad, and I tbink you 
may be able to make yourself comfortable in them. But I wish they 
were not so high up. I don't see how you can: escape if a fax was 
to break out, and I am a&aid collegians must be very careless on 
these points. Indeed, your mo^er made me promise that I would 
speak to Dr. Portman about it, and ask him to please to allow your 
tutor, or somebody, to see that your fire was safely raked out at 
night ; and I had intended to have done so, but somehow it quita 



T,Goo' 



igle 



ti THE ADTZKrURES OF KE. TEBDANT GREEN, 

escaped me. How your mother and all at home wotild Uke to see 

you in your own coU^e room !" And the thoughts of lather and 
SOB ilew back to the Manor Green and its occupants, vrho were 
doubtless at the same time thinking of them. 

Mr. Filcher then explained the system of thirds, by which the 
fomiture of the room was to be paid 
for ; and, having accompanied his future 
master and Mr. Green downstairs, the 
latter acconqtli^iing the descent not 
without difficolty and contusions, and 
having point«d out the way to Mr. Slow- 
coach's rooms, Mr, Robert FUcher re- 
lieved his Cselings by indulging in a 
ballet ot action, or pai dextate; in 
which poetiy of motion he declared his 
joy at the hut valuable addition to Bra- 
zen&ce, and his own perquisites. 

Mr. Slowcoach was within, and would 
see Mr. Verdant Green. So that young 
gentleman, trembling with agitation, and 
feeling as thM^ he would have given 
pounds kx the staircase to have been 
-"^fe — as high as that of Babel, followed the 

c - r^ ^^^1-^^ servant upstairs, and left Ma father, in 

pacing the quad below. But it was not 
the formidable «&ir, nor wss Sir. Sloweoai^ the fbrmidfAle man, 
that Mr. Verdant Green had anticipated ; and by the time that be 
had turned a piece of Spectator into Latin, our hero had some- 
what recovered his usual equanimity of mind and serenity of ez- 
presaon: and the construing of half a dozen lines of Livy and Homer, 
and fho answering of a few questions, was a mere form ; for Mr. 
Slowcoach's long practice enabled him to see in a very few minutes 
if the freshman before him (howev^ nervous he might be) had the 
usual average of abilities, and vras up to the business of lectures. So 
Mr. Verdant Green was soon dismissed, and returned to his fathei; 
ladient and happy. 
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CHAPTER V. 

MX. TXBOAXT GSEXN MATBICUIATES, ASB HAKXS A SENEATIOK. 

As tbej went out at the gate, they iflqaired of the pwter for lb. 
Chaxies LarliyBe, bat thej found that he h&d not yet returned from 
the friend's house wliero he had been during the vacation ; wbere- 
Qpon Ur. Green sakl that they would go and look at the Oxford 
lions, so that be might be able to answer any of the questiona that 
abould be put to him on lua return. They soon found a guide, one 



of those wonderful people to wbich showplaces give Hrtb, and of 
whom Oxford can boast a very goodly average ; and under thia gen- 
tleman's guidance Mr- Verdant Green made hh first acquaintance 
with the &ir oatside of hia Aima Mater. 
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Tlie Bhort, thick Btick of the guide seired to diiect attentioq to 
the various objects he enumerated in his n^id career. " This here's 
Christ Church College," he said, as he trotted them down St. Aldate'e, 
" built by Card'nal Hoolsy four underd feet long and the &inous 
Tom Tower as tolls wun underd and wun hevery night that being 
the number of atoodents on the foundation,'" and thus the guide went 
on, perfectly independent of the artificial trammelB of punctuation, 
and not particular whether his hearers understood him or not : that 
was not hit business. And as it was that gentleman's 'boast that he 
" could do the alls, colhdges, and principal hedifices in a nour and a 
naff," it could not be expected but ihaX Mr. Green should take back to 
Warwickshire otherwise than a slightly confused impression of Oxford. 
When he unrolled that rich panorama before his " mind's eye," 
all its component parts 
were strangely oat of place. 
The rich spire of St. Mary's 
: claimed acquaintance with 
her poorer sister at the ca- 
I thedral. The cupola of the 
I Tom Tower got into close 
quarters wi^ the huge 
dome of the BadcIifFe, that 
shrugged up iis great round 
shoidders at the intrusion 
of the cross-bred Grseco- 
; Gothic tower of All Saints. 
, The theatre had walked 
up to St. Giles's to see 
how the Taylor Buildings 
' agreed with the University 
' galleries; while the Mar- 
tyrs' Memorial bad stepped 
down to Magdalen Bridge, 
in time to see the col- 
' lege taking a walk in the 
Botanic Gardens. The 
Schools and the Bodleian 
had set their back against 
the stately portico of the Clarendon Press ; while the antiquated 
Ashmolean had riven place to the more modem Townhall. The 
time-honoured, black-looking front of University CoDege had changed 
into the cold cleanliness of the " classic"^ode of Queen's. The 
two towers of AH Souls', — whose several stages seem to be pulled 
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ODt of each other like the parts of a. telesccne, — ho.A, somehow, 
remoTed themselyes &om the rest of the buildmg, which had gone, 
nevertheless, on a tour to Broad Street; hehind which, as every 
one knows, are the Broad Walk and the Christ Church meodowB, 
Kerton Chapel bad got int« Nem quarters ; and Wadham had gone 
to 'Worcester for change of air. Lincoln had migrated from near 
Exeter to Pembroke ; and Braaenoae had its nose quite put out of 
joint by St. John's. In short, if the maps of Oxford are to be 
trusted, there had been a general potuset movement among its pub- 
he buildings. 

But if such a shrewd and practised observer as Sir Walter Scott, 
after a week's hard and systematic sight-seeing, could only say of Ox- 
ford, " The time has been much too short to convey to me separate 
and distinct ideas of all the variety of wonders that I saw : my me- 
mory only at presentfurnishes a grand but indistinct picture of towers, 
and chapels, and oriels, and vaulted halls, and hbraries, and paint- 
ings ;" — if Sir Walter Scott could say this after a week's work, it is 
not to bo wondered at that Mr. Green, after so brief and rapid a sur- 
vey of the city at the heejs of an unintelligent guide, should feel him* 
self slightly confused when, on his return to the Manor Green, he at- 
tempted to give a slight description of the wonderful sights of Oxford. 

There was ime lion of Oxford, however, whose individuality of 
expression was too etrildiig either to be Ibi^otten or confused with 
the many other lions around. Although (as in BjTon's I>ream) 



Mr. Green, yet clear and distinct through all there ran 
" The itream-tSie windings of Uiat ^orioui street,''* 

to which one of the first critics of the age-j- has given this high testi- 
mony of praise ; " the High Street of Oxford has not its equal in 
the whole world." 

Mr. Green could not, of course, leave Oxford until he had seen 
his beloved son in that elegant cap and preposterous goim which 
constitute the present academical dress of the Oxford undergraduate; 
and to assume which, with a legal right to the same, matriculation 
is first necessary. As that amusing and instructive book, the Uni- 
veraity Statutes, says in its own delightful and unrivalled canine 
Latin, "Statatam eit, quod nemopro Studeiiie, sea Scholari, liabeatut, 
«e uUu Univeriitatia pnviUgii», out benejiciu," (the cap and gows, 
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oS coarse, being futung tiieie,) " gattdmt, niln qiti m aliquod Oettf 
gnm vd Aviam admia»ite faerit, et intra q^xndvnam poit taiem ai' 
wtnonemmmatricuiam VmMreitatis fuerit relatm." So our hero 
pvt on Uie requiied white tie, and then went iorth to complete bit 
proper ooBtnme. 

There were bo nmny persons purporting to be "Academical robe- 
makers," that Mr. Green was some little time in deciding who shoold 
be the tradesman &Toured wi& the order for his son's adornment. 
At last he fixed upon a bIu^, the window cf wUch contained a more 
impodng display than its neighbours of gowns, hoods, surplioea, and ' 
robes of all shapes and coImus, from the black velvet'sleeved proc- 
tor's to the blushing gorgeousness of the scodet robe and crunson 
nlkdeevesoftheD.CX. 

" I wish you," said Mi. Green, advancang towards a amirfeing 
iodiTidual, who was in his shirt-fileeves and tdt^ers, bat in all othra 
taifects was attired with great magnificeace, — "I wish you to me»- 
Btte this gentleman for his acadcAnical robes, and also to allow him 
tin nse of some to be matriculated in." 

" Certainly, sir," said the lobe-maker, who stood bowing and 
srairting before them, — as Kood expresaiTdy says. 



" certainly, sir, if yon wish it : but it will scarcely be necessuy, 

ar ; as our custom is so extensive, that we keep a large ready-made 
stock constantly on hand." 

" Oh, that will do just as well," said Mr. . Green ; " better, in- 
deed. Let us see some." 

"What description of robe would be required ?" said the smirking 
gentiemau, again making use of the invisible soap ; *■' a scholar's ?" 

" A scholar's 1" repeated Mr. Green, 'very much wondering at 
the question, and imagining that all students must of necessity be 
also scholars ; " yes, a scholar's, of course." 

A scholar's gown was accordingly produced : and its deep, wide 
sleeves, and ample length and breadtii, were soon displayed to some 
advantage on Kb. Verdant Green's tall figure. Reflected in a large 
mirror, its charms were seen in their fuU perfection ; and when t£e 
ddighted Mr. Green exclaimed, " Why, Verdant, I never saw you 
look 80 well as you do now !" our hero was inclined to think that 
Ins father's words were the words of truth, and that a scholar's gown 
WM indeed becoming. The tout ensemble was complete when the 
cap had been added to the gown ; more especially as Verdant put 
it on in such a maamr that the p<dit« vA^viieer was obliged to 
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say, " The hotter way, if you please, sir. Immaterial perhaps, but 
generally preferred. In f^, the shallow part is alioaj/s tlie fore- 
head, — at least, in Oxford, sir." 

While Mr, Green was paying for the cap and gown (N.U. the 
money of governors is never refused), the robe-maker smirked, and 
said, " Hexcuse the question ; but may 1 hask, sir, if this is the 
gentleman that has just gained the Scotland Scholarship ?" 

" No," replied Mr. Green, " My son has just gained hia matri- 
culation, and, 1 believe, very creditably ; but nothSig more, as we 
only came here yesterday." 

" Then I think, su-," said Ihe robe-maker, with redoubled smirks, 
— " I think, sir, there is a leetle mistake here. The gentleman will be 
huifringing the University statues, if he wears a scholar's gown and 
hasn't got a scholarship ; and these robes 'II be of no use to the gen- 
tleman, yet awhile at least. It will be an undergraduate's gown 
that he requires, sir." 

It was fortunate for 
our hero that the mis- 
take was discovered so 
soon, and could be rec- 
tified without any of 
those unpleasant conse- 
quences of icouoclasm 
to wlach the robe- 
mal^'s infringement of 
the "statues" seemed 
to peint; kit as that 
gentleman put the scho- 
lar's gown on one side, 
and brought outacom^ 
maaest'a, he might have 
been heard to mutter, 
" I don't kno* which is 
the freshest, the fresh- 
man or his guv'nor." 

When Mr. Verdant 
Green once more looked 
in the glass, and saw 
hanging straight from 
his shoulders a yard of 

blueish-black stuff, garnished with a little lappet, and two streamers 
whose upper parts were gathered into double plaits, he regretted 
that he was not indeed a scholar, if it were only for the privilege of 
wearing so elegant a gown. However, his fittliet smiled a^jprovingly. 
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tbe robe-maker smirked judiciooaly ; so he citme to the gr&tiiJfiQg 
conclimon that the commoner's gown was by no means ngly, and 
wonld be thou^t a great daal of at the Manor Green when he took 
it home at the end of the term. 

Leaving his hat with the robe-maJcer, who, with many more 
Bmirks and imaginary wasbii^ of the hands, hoped to be fitvoured 
vilh the gentleman's patronage on future occasions, and besged 
further to trouble him with a card of his estabUshment,^-ou( hero 
proceeded with bis father along the High Street, and turned round 
by St. Mary's, and so up Cat Street to the Schools, where they 
made their way to the classic " Fig-market,"* to await the arrivaJ 
of the Vice-Quincellor. 

When he came, our freshmaji and two other white-tied fellow- 
fireshmen were summoned to the great man's presence ; and there, 
in the ante-chamber of the Conyocation House.f the edifying and 
imposing spectacle of Matriculation was enacted. In the fi^t place, 
Mr. Verdant Green took divers oaths, and sincerely promised and 
swore that he would be fdthful and hear true allegiance to her 
Majesty Queen Victoria. He also professed (very much to his own 
AStoni^unent) that he did " from his heart abhor, detest, and abjure, 
as impious and heretical, that damnable doctrine and position, that 
princes excommunicated or deprived by the pope, or any authority 
of the see of Rome, may be deposed or murdered by their subjects, 
or any other whatsoever." And, having almost lost his breath at 
diis novel " position," Mr. Verdant Green could only gasp his deda- 
latioD, " that no foreign prince, person, prelate, state, or potentate, 
hath, or ought to have, any jurisdiction, power, superiority, pre- 
eminence, or authority, ecclesui^ical or spiritual, within this reahn." 
When he had sufficiently recovered his presence of mind, Mr. Ver- 
dant Gi'een inserted, his name iu the University books as " Generosi 
filius natu maximus " and then signed his name to the Thirty-mne 
Articles, — though he did not endanger his matriculation, as Theodore 
Hook did, by profesdng his readiness to sign forty if thej wished it ! 



vhv Buch a name baa bees f^ren to tbe Schools' miadraiiKli 
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mav be found in the following eitmct from Ingram!! Mtmoriali : " The HiboolB 
built by Abbot Holcenorton being inadequate to ' ' 



It by Abbot Holcenorton being inadequate to the iacreaang want* of the 
' ' " ^' ' ILpplied to the Abbot ofHeading for stone to rebuild Uiem ; 
liSi it uppeara that coiuiiierabte sums of monev wers ex- 
pended en tholn ; but they went to decay in the latter part of the nara of 
EeaiT VIIL and during the whole ragn of Edward VI. The ehongs tf reB- 
gioa having oceoaioned a nuspenBion of the uaual ezerciaaa and scholoitJo aoti 
&i the University, in the year 1540 onl; two of tbe»e uhools were used by de- 
tormioerB, and within two yeAn after none at alL The whole area betweot 
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Then the Vice-Chancellor concluded tiie perfbrmance by presentiiig to 
the three freahmeu (in the most liberal maimer) three brown-loolung 
TolumeE, with these words ; " Scitote tos in Matricolam Universi- 
talis hodie relatos esse, sub hac conditione, nempe ut omnia Statuta 
hoc libro comprehensa pro Tirili observetis." And the ceiemonywaft 
at an end, and Mr. Verdant Green was a matriculated member of 
the University of Oxford. He was tar too nervous, — from tie 
weakening effect of the popes, and the excommunicate princes, and 
their murderous subjects, — to be able to translate and understand 
what the Vice- Chancellor had said to him, but he thought liis present 
to be particularly kind ; and he found it a copy of the University 
likatutes, which he detenmaed forthwith to read and obey. 

Though if be had known that he had swoi-n to observe Btatutea . 
which required him, among other things, to wear garments only of 
a black or " subfusk" hue ; to abstain from that absurd and proud 
custom of walking in public in booU, and the ridiculous one of wear- 



ing the hair long ;• — statutes, moreover, which demanded of him to 
refrain from all taverns, wine-shops, and bouses in which they sold 
wine or any other drink, and the herb called nicotiana or " tobatKo;" 
not to hunt wild beasts with dogs or snares or nets ; not to earn 
crossbows or other " bombarding" weapons, or keep hawks fbi faw^ 
• Bm tlM Odbrt 8tktBt«4 tlk xIt. " D* Tsriito at haUtn ■oholullin.'' 
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ing; not to firequent theatres or the strifes of gladiators ; and only t» 
cftHy a bow and arrows for the sake of honest recreation ;• — if Mr. 
Verdant Green had known, that he had covenanted to do this, he 
would, perhaps, have felt some scmples in taking the oaths of ma- 
triciilation. But this by the way. 

Now that Mr. Green had seen all Uiat he wished to see, nothing 
remained for him but to discharge his hotel bill. It was accord- 
bgly called for, and produced by the wtuter, whose face — by a 
viartation of that complfunt against which vaccination is usually con- 
sidered a safegnard — had been reduced to a state TesembUng the in- 
terior half of a sliced mufSn. To judge from the expression of Mr. 
Green's features as he regarded the document that had been put into* 
his hand, it is probable that he had not been much accustomed to 
Oxferd hotels ; for he ran over the several items of the bill with 
a look in which surprise contended with indignation for tiie mastery, 
vh3e the maffin-&ced waiter handled his plated salrer.and looked 
fixedly at nothing. 

Mr. Green, however, refraining from observations, paid the bill ; 
and, mnfSing himself in greatcoat and travelling-cap, he prepared 
himself to take a comfortable journey back to Warwickshire, imde 
the Birmingham and Oxford coaick. It was not loaded in the same 
way that it had been when he came up by it, and his fellow-pas- 
sengers were of a very different icscnption ; and it must be confessed 
that, in the abseme '<^Mr. Bouncer's tinhorn, the attacks of intru- 
sive terriers, and the iavoloutary &niigation of himself with tobacco 
(although its presenoB was still perceptiHe witfun the coach), Mr. 
Green found his jouraey/nM Oxford much more agreeable than it 
had been to that place. Ke took ui affectionate fareweU of his son, 
somewhat after the iHamer<^^ " Jwftvy fathets" of the stage; and 
then the coach bore him aw^ &Dm tlie last lingering look of our 
hero, who felt tay thing but tonic at being 1^ Sn the fitst time in 
his life to shift for hiraseli 

His luggage had been aeat op to Srazen&ce, so thither he 
turned his st^, and widi some little dffioulty found his room. 
Mr. Filcher had partly unpacked his nntar'E ttngs, and had left; 
every thing uncomfortable and in "the most admired disorder ;" and 
Mr. VerdMit Green sat himseK down upon the ' ' practicable" window- 
seat, and resigned himself to his thoughts. If they had not already 
flownlo the Manor Green, they would soon have been carried there; 
for a German band,just outside the college-gates, began to play "Home, 
sweet home," with that truth and delicacy of expresaon winch tha 

• Ditto, tit. XT. " De oKnibu oatSanmaiM.'' 
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wandering minstrela of Germany 
seem to acquire intuitively. The 
sweet melanchi^y of tLe simple 
air, as it came sabdued by dis- 
tance into softer tones, would 
have powerfully alfected most 
people who bad just been torn 
from tie bosom of their homes, 
to fight, all ineiperienced, the 
battle of life ; but it had such 
an effect on Mr. Verdant Green, 
that — hut it little matters saying 
what he did ; ra&.'oy people will 
give way to feelings in private 
that they would stifle in com- 
pany ; and if Mr. Fikher on his 
return found his master wiping 
his spectacles, why tl»t was 
only a simple proceeding whid 
all glasses frequently require. 

To divert his thoughts, and to impress upon himself and others 
the foct that he was an Oxford man, out freshman set out for a stroll ; 
and as the miaccustomed feeling of the gown about his shoulders made 
turn feel somewhat embarrassed as '* 
the carriage of his arms, he step} 
into a shop on the way and purchai 
a lif^t cane, which he considered woi 
greatly add to the effect of the ( 
and gown. Armed willi this we^ 
he proceeded Ms disport himself in I 

Chriat Church meadows, and jwon t 

naded up and down the Broad Wal 

The beautiful meadows hey gn 
and bright in the sun ; tbe areid 
trees threw a softened light, and mad 
chequeredpavement of tic great Bn 
Walk; " witch-elms t^ii counter *hai 
the floor" of the gravel-walks tl 
wonnd with the windings of tbe Ch 
veil ; the droo^ng willows were n 
rored in its stream ; through Ofesat 
in tbe trees there were gUafsw 
grey old coIl^e-buildings ; then ca 
the walk along tbe Wiks, tbe 1 
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Bhining like molten silver, and Ringed around with barges and boaU; 
then another stretch of green meaduwa ; then a cloud of steam from 
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the railway-station ; and a background of gently-riung Mils. It was 
a cheerM scene, and the variety of figures gave life and animatioD 
to tbe whole. 

Toung ladies and unprotected females were fomid in abundance, 
dressed in all the engaging variety of light spring dresses ; and, as 
may be supposed, our hero attracted a great deal of tiieir attention, 
and afforded ^em no small amosement. But the unusual and ter- 
rific appearance of a spectacled gownsman with a cane produced the 
greatest alarm among the juve^es, who imagined our freshman to 
he a new description of beadle or Bogy, summoned up by the exigen- 
cies of the times to preserve a rigorous discipline among the young 
people; and, regarding his cane as the symbol of his stem sway, 
they harassed tiieii nursemaids by unceasingly charging at their 
petticoats for protection. 

Altogether, Mr. Yerdant Green made quite a sensation. 



CHAPTER VL 

VR. VEKDANT QBEGN DINES, BKEASPASTS, ANK GOES TO CHAPEL. 

OuB hero dressed himself with great care, that he might make liis 
first appearance in Hall with proper &;lat; and, having made his 
way towards the lantern-surmounted building, he walked up the steps 
and under the groined archway with a crowd of hungry undergradu- 
ates who were hurrying in to dinner. The clatter of plates would 
have alone been sufflcient to guide his steps ; and, passing through 
one of the doors in the eiaborately-caryed screen that shut off tho 
passage and the buttery, he found himself within the hall of Broj^en- 
face. It was of noble size, lighted by lofty windows, and carried up 
to a great height by an open roof, dark (save where it opened to the 
lantern) with great oak beams, and rich with carved pendants and 
gilded bosses. The ample fire-places displayed the capaciousness of 
those collegiate mouths of " the wind-pipes of hospitality," and gave 
an idea of the dimensions of the kitdien-ranges. In the centi^ of 
the hall was a huge plate-warmer, elaborately worked in brass with 
the college arms. Founders and benebctora were wen, or suggested, 
on all sides ; their arms gleamed from the windows in all the glories 
of stained glass; and their faces peered out firom the massive ^t 
frames on the walls, as though their shadows loved to linger thovt 
the spot that had been benefited by their substance. At the fhrtfaet 
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end of the hall a Aeef bky-window threv its painted lighl i^Nrn a 
Aaiia, along v'hicfa stretched the table for the Dons ; Masters and 
Bachelors occupied Eide-tables ; and the other tables were filled up 
by the undergraduates ; every one, Irom the Don downwards, being 
in his gown. 

Out hero was conaideTably impressed witJi the (to him) singaltf 
character of the scene; and frooi fhe " Benedictus benedicat" grace- 
beibre-meat to the " Benedicto benedicamur" after-meat, lie gsued 
Guiionsly around him in silent wonderment. So much indeed was he 
wrapped up in the- novelty of the scene, that he ran a great risk of 
losing his dinner. The scouts fled about in all directbns with plates, 
and passes, and pewter dishes, and massive silver mugs that had 
gone round the tables for the last two centuries, and still no one 



waited upon Mr. Verdant Gieen. He twice ventured to timidly say, 
" Waiter !" but as no aae answ^ed to his call, and as he was too 
basUd and occapied with his own thou^ts to make another titeta^t, 
it is pfobahle that he would hare risra &om dinner as iina|»*'»fi4> j as 
vben he aat down, had not hie li^t-haul Gompanioii puiing pOEti^ 
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relieved hie omt wants) percetrod his nei^boBr to be a fireehmBO, 
and kindly said to him, " I think you'd better begin your diunv, 
because we don't stay here long. What is your scout's name?" And 
when he had been told it, he turned to Mr. Filclier and aaked bin, 
"What the doase he meBut by not waiting on his master?" which, 
with the addition of a few gratuitous threats, had the effect of brii^- 
ing that gentleman to his master's side, and reducing Mr. Verdaat 
Green to a state of mind in which gratitude to his companion and a 
desire to beg his scout's pardon were confusedly blended. Notseong 
any dishes opon the table to select &om, he referred to the hst, and 
fell hack on ttaa standard roast-beef 

"lun Burelam very much ohUged to you," said Verdant, tam- 
ing to his inendly neighbour. " My rooms are nest to yours, and Z 
had the pleasure of being driven by you on the coach the other daj." 

" Oh !" said Mr. Fosbrooke, for it was he ; " ah, I remember 
yon now ! I sqtpose the eld bird was yonr goremor. H» Beemsd 
to think it any tt^g but a pleasore, b^g ^ven by Foor-in-haad 
Fosbrooke." 

" Why, pap — my lather' — is latker nerrooB on a coadt," replied 
Teicdffirt : " he was bringing me to college for the first time.' 

" Then yon are the man that has just come into Smalls' otd 
rooms? Oh, I see. Don't you eyer dnnk with your dinner? If 
yon don't holler for yova rascal, he'U never half wait upon you. 
Always bnUy them well at first, and then they learn manners." 

Bo, by way of commencing the bullying system without loss of 
tiMie, our hero called out very fiercely " Robert 1" and then, as Mr. 
Filcher ^ded to hia aide, he timidly dropped his tone into a m^ 
" Glass of wat«r, if you please, Robwt." 

He felt rather relieved when dinner was over, and retind' at 
ODce to his own rooms ; where making a rather quiet and sadden 
entrance, he found them tenanted by ftn old wmum, who wore a 
hage bonnet tilted on the tc^ of her head, and was busily and du- 
bionaly eigaged at one of his open boxes. " Ahem !" he coughed, 
at which note of warning the old lady jumped round very quickly, 
Bd said — dabbing cortseyH where there were stops, like the beMs 
of a condnctoi's MtM, — " Law bless me, sir. Ifs beggin your 
jMiding thatlam. Not seein' yon a cemiu' in. £ein"ard of heaim' 
ftaiB. a bdn&nt. And havin' my back tnmed. I was just a pnttin' 
vonr things to rights, sir. If yon please, m, I'm Mrs. Teeter. 
XoBr bedmaker, sir." 

" Oh, thank you," nid oar finahman, with the skadow of a 
nqnckm tbat His. Teetv was doing sram^hing more than mete^ 
" patting to rights" the pots of jam and mannrihiiii. and the padc- 
ag» of tea aal oo&e, v\aAi )m doting motim had Aoaglrtfiily 
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[^aced Id his box as a proviaion agtunst immediate distress. " Thank 
you." 

" I've done my rooma, sir," dabbed Mrs. Tester. " Wbich if 
thought agreeable, I'd stay and put these things in theit places. 
Which it certainly b Eolwrt'a place. But I never minds putting 
myself out. As I always perpetually am minded. So long as I 
can obleege tie gentlemen," 

So, as our hero was of a yielding disposition, and could, under 
Blrilfi il hands, easily be moulded into any form,, he allowed Mrs. 
Tester to remain, and conclude the unpacking and putting away of 
his goods, in which operation she displayed great generalship. 

" You've a deal of tea and coffee, sir," she said, keeping time 
by curtseys. " Which it's a great blessin' to have a mother. Asd 
not to be leit dissolute Uke some gentlemen. And tea and coffee is 
what I mostly lives on. And mortial dear it is to poor folks. And 
a package the tikes of thb, sir, were a blessia' I sbi^uld never even 
di«am on." 

" Well, then," said Verdant, in a most benevolent mood, " yon 
can take one of the packages for your trouble." 

Upon this, Mrs. Tester appeared to be 'greatly overcome. 
** Which I once had a son myself," she said, " And as fine a young 
man as you are, sir. With a strawberry mark in the small of his 
back. And beantifial red whiskers, sir, with a tendency to drink. 
Which it were his rewing, and took him to be enlisted for a sojer. 
When he went across the seas to the West Injies, And was took 
with the yaller fever, and buried there. WhicJi the remembrance, 
air, brings on my spazzums. To which Tm an hafOicted martyr, sir. 
And can only he beased with three spots of brandy on a lump of 
sugar. Which your good mother, sir, has put a bottle of brandy. 
Along with the jam and the clean linen, sir. As though a purpose 
for my complaint. Ugh ! oh !" 

And 'Mn. Tester forthwith began presmng and thumping her 
ades in such a terrific manner, and appeared to be undergoing such 
internal agony, that Mr. Verdant Green not only gave her brandy 
there and then, for her immediate relief, — " wbichitheases thespaz- 
znms deerectly, bless you," observed h^. Tester, parenthetically, — 
but also told her where ^e could find the bottle, in case she should 
again be attacked when in his rooms ; attacks which, it is needless 
to say, were repeated at every subsequent visit Hfrs. Tester then 
finished putting away the tea and coffee, and entered into ^irther 
particulars about her late son ; tho^h what connection there waa 
between him and the packages of tea, our hero could not perceive. 
Nevertheless he was much interested with her narrative, and thought 
Mrs. Tester a very affectionate, motherly sort of woman ; more ea- 
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peciaOy, when (Robert having placed his tea-things on tiie table) die 
showed him how to ntftJcu the t«a ; an appareatly simple feat that 
the fireshmaa found himaelf perfectly unable to accomplish. And 
then Mrs. Tester made a final dab, and ber exit, and our hero sat 
over hia tea as long as he could, because it gave an idea of cLeerful- 
neas; and then, after directing Robert to be sure not to forget to call 
him in time for morning chapel, he retired to bed. 

The bed was very herd, and so small, that, had it not been for 
the wall, oar hero's legs would have been yisible (literally) at the 
foot ; but despite these novelties, he sank into a sound rest, which ut 
length passed into the following dr^m. He thought that he was 
back again at dinner at the Manor Green, but that the room was 
curiously like the hall of Brazenface, and that Mrs. Tester and Dr. 
Portman were on either side of him, with Mr. Fosbrooke and Robert 
talking to his sisters ; and that he wa.s reaching his hand to help Mrs. 
Tester to a packet of tea, which her son had sent them from the 
West Indies, when he threw over a wax-li^t, and set every thirig 
on &re ; and that the parish engine came up ; and that there was a 



great noise, and a loud hammering ; and, " Eh ? yes ! oh I the halt- 
hour b it ? Oh, yes I thank you I" And Mr. Verdant Green sprang 
ont of bed much reheved in mind to find that the alarm of fire was 
nothing more than his scout knocking vigorously at his door, and 
that it was chEqiel-tinie. 

"Want any warm water, air?" asked Mr. Filcher, pntting hii 
bead in at the door. 
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" No, tlianJc yon," replied onr boo ; " I — ^I — " 

" Shave with cold. Ah ! I see, sir. It's mucli 'ealthier, and 
makes the 'air grow. But any thing as you does want, air, you'T* . 
only to call." 

" If there is any thing that I want, Eobert," said Veidut, " 1 
will ring." 

" Bless you, sir," obaerred Mr. Filcher, " there Mn't no bells 
never in colleges ! They'd be nmg off their wires in no time. Mr. 
Bouncer, sir, he uges a trumpet like tiey does on board sbqh By the 
same token, that's it, air !" And Mr. Filcher vanisbad just in time 
to prevent little Mr. Bouncer from finiahing a furioua solo, from 
an entirely new version of &!^)eH U DiaOU, which he was giving 
witii novel effects through the medium of a speaJdng-lmnipet. 

Verdant found his bed-room inconveniently email ; so contracted, 
indeed, in its dimensions, that his toilette was not completed without 



his e'.bow3 huvhig first suil'ercd severe abrasions. His meclmnical 
turnip showed him that he had no time to lose ; and the furious ring- 
ing of a bell, whose noise was echoed by the bells of other colleges, 
made him dress with a rapidity quite unusnal, and hurry down stain 
and across quad, to the chapel steps, up which a throng of studeuta 
were hastening. Nearly all betrayed symptoms of having been aronsed 
from their sleep without having bad any spare time for an elabtmilB 
toilette; and many, indeed, were completing it, by thrustiBg tium- 
Belves into surplices and gowns as they hurried up the steps. 

Mr.Fosbrookewasoneofthese;and when besaw Vwdmtolan' 
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to bim, be beneTolently recognised him, and said, " Let me put jOQ 
np to a vriskle. When they ring you up ehaip for chape], don't ym 
lose any time about your absolulJoBs, — washing, you know; but jurt 
jump into a pair of bags and Wellingtons ; clap a top'Coat on yoo, 
and butttm it up to the chm, and there you are, ready dressed in tl» 
twinlding of a bed-post." 

Before Mr. Verdant Greaa could at all comprehend why a person 
shoold jump into two bags, instead of dressing himself in the nonnal 
manner, they went through the ante-chapel, or " Court of the Gen- 
tiles," as Mr. Fosbrooke termed it, and entered the choir of the 
ehapel througha screen elaborately decorated in the Jacobean style, 
tritb pillars and arches, and festoons of fruit and flowers, and bells 



and pomegranates. On either side of the door were two men, who 
quickly gl^ced at each ose who passed, and as quickly pricked a tnuk 
against his name on the ch^el lists. As the freshman went l^, they, 
made a careful study of his person, and took mental dagu^reotypea df 
his features. Seeing no beadle, or pew-opener (ot, far the matter <^. 
that, any pews), or any one to direct lum to a place, Mr. YerdtuA. 
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Green qnietly took a seat in the first place that he found emptj, 
which happened to be the stall on the right hand of the door, TJn- 
conscions of the trespass he was committing, he at once put his cap to 
his face and knelt down ; hut he had no sooner risen from his hneefi, 
than he found an imposing-looking Don, as large as life and quite as 
natural, who was staring at him with the greatest astonishment, and 
motionmg him to immediately " come out of that !" This our hero 
did with the greatest speed and confusion, and sank breathless on the 
end of the nearest bench; when just as, in his agitation, he had again 
said his prayer, the service fortunately commenced, and somewhat 
rclievsd him of liis cm!>aiTa'Krai'Tit. 



Although he had tlie glories of Magdalen, Merton, and New 
Collie chapels fresh in his mind, yet Verdant was considerably 
impressed with the solemn beauties of his own college chapeL He 
admired its harmonious proportions, and the elaborate carving of its 
decorated tracery. He noted every thing : the great eagle that seemed 
to be spreading its wings for an upward flight, — the pavement of 
black and white marble, — the dturk canopied stalls, rich with the 
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later work of Grinlicg Gibbons, — the elegant tracery of the windows ; 
and he lost himself in a solemn reverie as he looked up at the saintly 
forms through which the rays of the moruing sun streamed in rain- 
bow tints. 

But the lesson liad just begun ; and the man on Yerdont's right 
ftppeared to be attentively following it. Our freshman, however, could 
not help seeing'the book, and, much to his astonishment, lie found 
it to be a Livy, out of which his neighbour was getting up his morn- 
ing's lecture. He was still more astonished, wheu the lesson hadcome 
to an end, by being suddenly pulled back when he attempted to rise, 
and finding the streamers of his gown had been put to a use never in- 
tended for them, by being tied round the finial of the stall behind him, 
— the silly work of a boyish gentleman, who, in his desire to play off 
a practical joke on afreshman, forgot the sacrednessoflhe place where 
college rules compelled him to show himself on morning parade. 

Chapel over, our hero hurried back to his rooms, and there, to his 
great joy, found a budget of letters from home ; and surely the little 



items of intelligence that made up the news of the Manor Green had 
never seemed to possess such interest &s now 1 The reading and re- 
reading of these occupied him during the whole of break&at-time ; 
ftnd Mr. Filcher found him still eaga^ed in perusing them when be 
4IHW t« clear away the thinga. Tbes it was that Verdant discorend 
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die extended meaning that the word " perqiaaites" poeGessea in the 
eyes of a scout ; for, tc a remark that he had made, Bobert replied 
in a tone of surprise, " Put away these bits o' thioga as is left, Mr I" 
and then adJed, with an air of mild correction, " you see, sir, jaa!e 
fresh to the place, and don't know that gentlemea never likes that 
sort o' thing done here, air ; but you geta your commons, (dr, freeh 
and fresh every morning and evening, which must be much more 
agreeable to tli^ 'ealth than a heating of stale bread and such lilce. 
No, sir 1" continued Mr. iTileher, with a manner that was truly 
parental, " no, sir I you trast to me, au-, and I'll take care of your 



things, 1 wSl." . And Ifrom the way that he carried pff the eatables, 
it seemed probable that he would make good his words. But our 
freshman ielt oonaiderable awe of his.econt, andinurmunug broken 
accents thateonudedSke " ignorance— cnatome— ^University," he en- 
deavoured, by a'liberal use of Ms pocket-handkeichief, to -appear as 
ifhe were not blushing. 

As Mr. Slowcoach bad told him that he would not have to b^gin 
lectures nntii the following day, and as the Greek play fixed ibrtha 
loeture was one with which he had been made well acquainted by 
Ur.Larkyns, Verdant began to ecnaider what he conld do withhte- 
'■«If ; irhen. Uie thought of Hr.Larkyns niggested the idea that Um 
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am dutiles had protiably by tluB time leturned to ccdlege. He ^ 
teRuined therefore at once to go in Eeaich of him ; and looking aat s 
letLer whiob the rector had commifisioned him to deliver to ha sob, 
he inquired of Bobert, if he was awaie whether Mr. Charles LaikjB 
had come back bom his holidays. 

"'OlUdajs, sir?" said Mr. Filoher. "Oh! I see, sir I Vm«- 
tion, you mean, sir. Young gentlemen as iBn)«n, sir, likes to call 
their 'oUidays by a different name to boys, sir. Yes, sir, Mr. ChoiiM 
Larkyns, he oome up last arternoan, sir ; hoi be and Mr. Smalls, the 
gent as he's been down with this vacation, the same as had these 
rooms, sirj they didn't come to 'AU, sir, but went and had then- 
dinners comfonable at the Star, sir ; and very pleasant they made 
tJieiiselves ; and Thomas, their scout, sir, ha^ had quite a hordcx 
for sober- water this morning, sir." 

With somewhat of a feeling of wonder how one scout contrived to 
know so mnch of the proceedings of gentlemen who were wtuted on 
by another scoot, and wholly ignorant of his allusion to bis fellow- 
servanta' dealings in soda-water, Mr. Verdant Green inquired where 
' he could find Mr. Laikyns; and as the rooms were but just on the 
other side of the quad., he put on his bat, and made his way to them. 
The scout' was just going into the room, so our hero gave a tap at 
the door and fcdlowed him. 



CHAPTER Vn. 



Mk. YsBikAiii Qbeen fonnd himself in a room that had a pi 
look-out OTer the gardens of Brazen&oe, &om which a noble chesbnt 
tiee bconght its pyramids of bloom dose up to the very windows. 
The waUs ofthe room were decorated with eogiavings in gilt.framm, 
their vaiaety of subject denoting the catholic taste of their proprietor. 
" The start forthe Derby," and other coloured hunting pnnts, ahowod 
his taate for the held and horse-flesh ; Landseefs " Distinguiabod 
Member of the Humane Society," " Dignity and Impudence, ".and 
others, displayed his fondness for dog-fiesh ; while Byron l>eai;tiu.. 
" Amy £obsut," and some exbremely at nature/ pots of the ballet, 
proclaimed his passion for the ftiir gen in general. Over tlte .fine- 
place was a mirror, (for Mr. Charles Larkyas vaa not aveiae to the 
Ejection of Ins good-lotJdng features, and was rather ^ad .thaa 
Dthwwise of " an excuse for the glass"), its £rame stuck MI of 
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tndesmen'H cards and (unpaid) bills, invites, " bits of pasteboard" 
pencilled witli a myElic" Trine," and other odds and ends: — nopriTate 
letters though! Mr. Larkyns was too wary to leave his "family 
aecieta" for the delectation of his scout. Over fie mirror was dis- 
played a fox's mask, gazing vacantly from between two brushes ; 
leaving the spectator to imagine that Mr. Charles Larkyns was a 
second Nimroii, and had in some way or other been intimatdy con- 
cerned in the capture of these trophies of the chase. This suppositjon 
of the imaginative spectator would be strengthened by the appearance 
of a list of hunting appointments (of the past season) pinned np over 
a list of lectures, and not quite in character with the tabular views 
of prophecies, kings of Israel and Jndah, and the Thirty-nine Articles, 
winch did duty elsewhere on the walls, where they were presumed 
to be studied in spare minutes — which were remarkably spare in- 
deed. 

The sporting character of Qie proprietor of the rooms was fiu^iher 
suggested by the huge pair of antlers over the door, bearing on tiieir 
tines a collecUon of sticks, whips, and spurs ; while to prove that 
Hr. Larkyns was not wholly taken up by the charms of the chase, 
fishing-roiis, tandem-whips, cricket-bats, and Joe Mantons, were piled 
up in odd comers >, and single-stickB, boxing-gloves, and foils, gvace- 
fiilly arranged upon the walls, showed that he occasionally devoted 
himself to athletic pursuits. An ingenious wiie-rack for pipes and 
meerschaums, and the presence of one or two suspicious-looking 
boxes, labelled ' collorados,' ' regaha,' ' lukotilla,' and with other un- 
known words, seemed to intimate, that if Mr. Larkyns was no smoker 
himself, he at least kept a bountiful supply of ' smoke' for his friends ; 
but the perAimed cloud that was proceeding from hia lips as Yerdant 
entered the room, dispelled all doubts on the subject^ 

He was much changed in appearance during the somewhat long 
iinterral since Verdant hid last seen him, and his Imdsome features had 
•Bsumed a more manly, though perhaps a more rakish look. He was 
lolling on a couch in the neglige attire of dressing-gown and slippers, 
with his pink striped shirt comfortably open at the neck. Lounging 
i n an easy chair opposite to him was a gentlemau clad in tartan-plaid, 
vhose iace might only be partially discerned through the glass bottom 
of a pewter, out of which he was draining the last draught. Between 
tiiem was a table covered with the ordintuy appointments for a break- 
&st, and the esb^-ordinary ones of beer-cup and soda-water. Two 
Skye terriers, hearing a strange footstep, immediately barked oat a 
dttUenge of " Who goes there ?" and noade Mr. Larl^ns aware that 
■n intrader was at hand, 

Sliglitly turning his head, he dimly saw through the mmAa k 
Ipwtftcled figure t^dng off his hat, aud holding out an envelope ; Mkd 
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▼Ithoat lookbg farther, he said, " It's no use coming here, young 
mao, and stealing a manJi in this way ! I don't owe you any thing; 
and if I did, it is not convenient topayit. I told Spavin not to send 
me any more of his confounded reminders ; so go back and tell him 
that hell find it all tight, in the long-run, and that I'm really going 
to read thia term, and shall stump the examiners at last. And now, 
my friend, you'd better make yourself scarce and vanish ! Yon know 
where the door lies!" 



Out hero was so confounded at this unusual manner of receiving 
a friend, that he was some little time before be could gasp out, " Why, 
Charles Larkyns — don't you remember me? Verd^t Green !" 

Mr. Larl^s, astonished in bb tutn, jumped up directly, and 
came to him with outstretched bands, " 'Pon my word, old fellow," 
he said, " I really beg you ten thousand pardons for not reeogniung 
yon ; but you are so altered — allow me to add, improved, — eineel 
last saw you ; you were not a bashaw of two tails, then, yon know ; 
and, really, wearing your beaver np, like Hamlet's uncle, I altogether 
took you for a dun. For I am a victim of a very remarkable mono- 
nunia. There are in this place wretched heingi colliiig thenuelvei 
tradesmen, who labour under the impreasion that I owe them wfaat 
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they &cetiousfy term litHe bills; and though I Imye frequenllyasaanil 
.tb«T metBengera, who are kind enough, to come here to inquiie Slot 
iSr. Larkyns, that that tm&rtonate . geutleonan has been oUiged to 
hide himself from peisecutiiKi ia a convent abroad, yet the meiciut 
,-BtilL hammer at my oak, and.dicturb my p«ace of mind. But bngg 
yootaelf to an anchor, old fellow I Tlua man is Smalls; a. capital 
feilow, whose cliief merit cmimsts in his devotion to lit«ratare ; in- 
deed, he reads BO hard that heb called &f<ut man. Smalls I let me 
introduce my friend Verdant Green, a freshman, — ahem \ — and the 
proprietor, I beUeve, of your old rooms." 

Our hero made a profound bow to Mr. Smalls, who returned it 
with great gravity, and said he " had great pleasure informing the 
acquaintance of a frieehman like Mr. Verdant Green ;" whioh was doubt- 
less quite true; and he then evinced Ms devottontoUteralwe by con- 
tinuing the perusal of one of those vivid and refined acomsnta of " a 
Kttling eet-to between Nobby Buffer and Hammer Sykes/'ier -whiidi 
^TinimmalmluTn't Life is so justly ^nous. 

""Iheaidfrom my governor," said l&.Larkyns, "Attyouwers 
oamjng up ; and in Uie course of the mormng I shotddJiave eoiae 
and'Iooked yoa up ; but the — the fatigues of JnaF^luig yen^day," 
contiwed Hr. La^^ns, as a Erely recolleiAian of the prooeding 
^venng's f^snposiiim stole over ihis "mind, "jnade ine rsiher later 
ihanmoal tiBaanocoing. Have you done any thing in this way?" 

V^daKtT^ilisd that he had breakfasted, although he had^iot 
done any thing in the way ofcigars, because he nevBE'^m^ied. 

" Never snoked Lis itpossible!" exclaimed Mr.SmoIls, violently 
inketra^isg luMelf in ike pemsal of Tiniimnaialvmla L^e, '^nhile 
some .ptivate signals were rapidly telegraphed between himjand Mr. 
Larkyns; "ahl you'll soon get the better .of IhabweakaMs I Now, 
(ts you're a freshman, you'll perhaps allow me to give you a little 
.advioe. The Gecmans, you know, would never be the deep read^s 
that they are, unless they smoked; and I should advise you to go to 
the Vice- Chancellor aa soon as possilde, and ask bun for an order for 
some weeds. He'd be delighted to thtnk you are begiimingta set 
to woriE so soon I" To whi^ our hero replied, tiiat he was mneh 
obl^ed to Mr. Smalls for his kind advice, and if such were the cus- 
toms of the place, he abonld do his beat to &lfil them. 

" Perhaps you'll be sur^Hieed at our simple repast. Verdant," said 
Mi.Larkyns; "butit'sourmiafoitune. It all comes of hard reading 
aadilnle hours: tk6:midnightail,.youknow,mustbeEuppIied,andu«U 
belaid for; the nerrous system gels stiained to excess, and yon 
hure to c^ in the doctor. Well, what does he do ? Wby,he joe- 
■eribes a regular course of tmiics; and I flatter mysalf 'that'I an ft 
Tory .dodle -patient, and take -jny bitter beer regularly, aiid wiliiOBt 
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leomplainiiig." In pcDof of which Mr. ChaiAeB Lackyna took a long 
poll at tite pewter. 

" But you know, Larkyns," observed Mr. Smalls, " that was 
nothing to my case, when I got Imd up with elephantiafflB on the 
UMps of the longs, and had a fur coat in my stomach 1" 



" Dear me I" said Terdant eympathisiiigly ; " aud^was thaLalso 
through too mach study ?" 

" Wiy, of course !" replied Mr. Smalls ; " it couldn't have been 
anything else — from the symptoms, you knowl But then the sweets 
of learning surpass the bitters. Talk of the pleasures of the dead 
languages, indeed I yrhy, hov many jolly nights have yon and I, 
Larityns, passed 'down among the dead men I'" 

Charles Larkyns had just been loddng over the letter which 
Verdanthadbroughthim, and said, "The governor writes Hat you'd 
like me to put you up to the ways of the place, because they are fireah 
to you, and you are fresh (ahem 1 very I) to them. Xow, I am g(Hiig 
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to wine vith SmaUs to-night, to meet a few nice, quiet, hard-workiiig 
men (eh. Smalls ?], and I daresay Smalls will do the civil, tuid asfc 
you also." 

" Certainly 1" said Mr. Smalls, who saw a prospect of amusement ; 
" delighted, I assure you ! I hope to see you — after Hall, you know, 
—but I hope you don't object to a very quiet party ?" 

" Oh, dear no I" replied Verdant ; " I much pr^er a quiet party ; 
indeed, I have always been used to quiet parties j and I shall be very 
glad to come." 

" Well, that's settled then," said Charles Larkyns ; " and, in the 
mean time. Verdant, let us take a prowl about the old place, and I'll 
put you up to a thing or two, and show you some of the freshman's 
sights. But you must go and get your cap and gown, old fellow, and 
then by that time I'll he ready for you." 

Whetlier there are really any sights in Oxford that are more 
•specially devoted, or adapted, to its freshmen, we will not undertake 
to affirm; but if there are, they could not have bad a better expositor 
than Mr. Charles Larkyns, or a more credible visitor than Mr. Ver- 
dant Green. 

His credibility was rather strongly put to the test as they turned 
into the High Street, when his companion di- 
rected his attention to anindividual on the op- 
posite aide of the street, with a voluminou.s 
gown, and enormous cocked hat profiiscly 
adorned with gold lace. " I suppose you 
know who that is. Verdant ? No ! Why, 
that's the Bishop of Oxford ! Ah, I see, 
he's a very different-looking man to what 
you bad expected ; but then these univer- 
sity robes so change the appearance. That 
is his official dress, as the Visitor of the 
Ashmolean !" 

Mr. Verdant Green having " swallowed" 
this, his friend was thereby enabled, not 
only to use up old " sells," but also to 

^_~ -^ draw largely on his invention for new ones. 

9^^itta ^ja_ Just then, there came along the street, walk* 

ing in a sort of yeuog procession, — the Vice- 
Chancdlor, with his Esquire- and Yeoman-bedels. The silver maces, 
«ariied by these latter gentlemen, made them by far the most showy 
{lart of the procession, and accordingly Mr. Larkyna seized the bvonr- 
aUe nppnr htni ty to point out the foremost bedel, and say, " You sea 
that man with the poker and loose cap ? Well, that's the Viea- 
Chancellor." 
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" But vhat does ha valk in procesdon for?" 
inqnired our fireshman. 

"Ah, poor man I" said Mr. Larkyas, "he's 
obli^d to do it. ' UneaEy lies the head that 
wears a. crown,' you know; and he can aever 
go any where, or do any thing, without carrying 
tlutt poker, and having t^e other minor pokers 
to follow him. They never leave him, not even 
at night Two of the pokers stand on each side 
his bed, and relieve each other every two hours. 
So, I need hardly say, that he is obliged to be 
a bachelor." 

" It must he a very wearisome office," re- 
marited our freshman, who fiilly beUeved all that 
was told to Mm. .-— 

" Wearisome, uideed ; and that's the reason -=-'""1-;.t-5J?' 

why they are obliged to change the Vice-Chan- ^.i=— =^^^*' 
cdhjrs so often. It would kill most people, only they are always 
selected for their strength, — and height," he added, as a brilliant 
idea just struck him. They ^= , |||,f,„^^ij 



bad turned down Magpi 
Lane, and so by Oriel Col- 1 
l^e, where one of the fiie- 
plug notices had caught Mr. 
Larkynfl' eye. " You see 
that," he said; " well, that's 
one of the plates they pnt 
up to record the Vice's height. 
F. P. 7 feet, you see ; the 
initials of his name, — Fre- 
derick Fitimptre 1" 

" He scarcely seemed so 

tall as that," said our hero, 

* "though certainly a tall man. 

But the gown makes a differ- 

enc«, I suppose," 

" His height was a very 
Incfcy thing for him, however, 



" continued Mr. Larkyns. "I dare say 
when you have heard that it was only tiiose who stood h^b in the 
University that were elected to rule It, you little tbou^t of tiie 
true meaning of the term?" 

" I certaudy never did," said the fireahman, innocently; " but I 
knew that the customs of Oiford must of course be very diffiaent 
from thoM of otlier placet." 
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" Yes, you'll booh find that out," r^Jied Mr. lAikym, mean- 

iogly. " But'here we &re at Merton^ whose Mcrtoii ak ia u c«l»> 

bnkted as Button ale. You see tlie max giving in the letters tA the 

portOT? Well, he's ooe of 

their prinoipat men. Eadi 

college dses its own poetd 

department ; and at Mectom 

there are fourteen poetmas-' 

ten,* for they get no end- cd 

l| letters there." 

" Oh.yeal" said ourheio, 
" I remember Mr. LaikynB, 
—your ^ther, the lector, I 



had been a postmaiWr 



Merton; but I fimded that 

he had said it had something to do with a scholarship." 

"Ah, you see, it's a long while since the gOTenurwaE herS) 
and his memory fails iiiin," remarked Mr. Charles. Larityna, very im- 
filially. " Let us torn down the Merton fields, and round into St 
Aldate's. We may perhaps be in time to see Ibe Vice come down to 
Christ Church." 

" What does he go there for T" asked Mr. Yerdant Green. 

" To wind up the great clock, and put big Tom in order, Tom 
is the bell that you bear at nine each night ; the Vice has to see that 
he is in proper condition^ and, as you haye seen, goes out with his' 
pokers for that purpose." 

On their way, Chacks L'aik^ pointed out, close t« Folly Bridge, 
a house profiisely decoisted 'wiCh figures and indescribable omamoits, 
which he informed our freshoiainwas Elack&iare' Hall, where sU the 
men who had been once plockcd were obliged to migrate to ; and 
that Folly Bridge receirod its name bota its propinquity to the HaU. 
They were too late to see the Vice -Chancellor wind up the clock of ' 
Christ Church; bnl. as: thsyt passed by the cc41ege, they met two 
gownsmen who reotqinised lA. Larkyns by a slight nod. "Those aw . 
two Christ Church men," he said, "«id noblemen. The one with 
the Skye-terrier's coat and eye-^ass is the Earl of Whotechapal, the 
Duke of Minories' son. I dare say you know thaotiieT man. . No I 
Why, he is Lord Thomas Peeper, eldest sonof thaL(ndG9din'who> 
hunts our county. I knew hun in the field." 

'^Butwhy do.theywear^i>&ftasadB to th^eqts?" isqoiiEdthe 
freahmaii. 

* EibiUliintsrs of Uerton College are «aHed "poctmutvn." 
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" All," said the ingenious Mr. Lartyns, shakbg his Load'; " I 
had rather you'd not have asked me that queBtion, because that's the 



di^racefiil- part of the business. But these lords, you see, tbey -will 
live at a iaster pace than us commoners, wlto can't stvid a Cham- 
pague breakfast above once a term or.'flo; Why-, Aoat gold toas^ 
are the badges of drunkenness !"* 

" Of drunkenness ! dear me !" 

" Yes, it's very sad, isn't it?" pursued Mr. Larkyna; "Midi won- 
der 'QisX Peeper in particular should give way to such things. Bat 
you see how they brazen it out, and walk about as coolly as though 
nothing had happened. It's just the same sort of punishment,"' 
contiitued Mr. Larkyns, whose inventive powers increased with the 
demandthat the freshman's gullibility imposed upon tliem, — " it is just 
the-iMiie sort of thing that tiiey i6 wiik the Greenwich penaioners. 
When. iJi^ have been transgressing the hiws of sobriety, you know, 
they u« made marked men by having to wear a yellow coat as a 
poniBlimeat ; aBdourdonsborrowed the idea,a(td made yellow tassels 
the badges of intoxication. But for the credit of the University, Vta 
^ad to say that you'll not find many men so d^graced." '~ 

They now turned down the New R«ad, and came to a stroi^^ 
castellated building, which Mr. Larkyns pointed out (and truly) aa 
Ozfbcd Castle or the Gaol ; and he added (untruly), " if you hear 
Botany-Bay College-^ spoken of, this is the place that's meant. It's 
a ddicate way of referring to the t«mporary sojourn that any under- 
grad has been forced to make there, to say that be belongs to Botany- 
Bay College." 

They now turned back, up Queen Street and High Street, when, 
as they were passing All Saints, Mr. Larkyns pointed out a pale, in- 
t^ectual. looking man who passed them, and said, " That man is 
Cram, the patent saf^. He's the first coach in Oxford." 

" A ceach !" said our fceshman, in some wonder. 

" Oh, I lorgot you didn't know coUe^-sdang. I suppose a royal 



XI WaaroMtsr CoIk«ci, frtm.iM bttDgOte dmM: dtatnid 

D,g,l,7?<l;vGOOgle 



C4 THE ASTEHTUBEB OF MS. VXBDAHT GBEKUT, 

mail ii the onlygenfleinan coach that yoa know of. Why, in Oxford, 
a coach means a private tutor, you must know ; and those who can't 
afford a coach, get a cah — alias a crib, — alias a translation. You 
see. Verdant, yon are gradually being mitiated into Oxford mysteries." 
" I am, indeed," said our heiro, to whom a new vorid was open- 

They had now turned round hy the west end of St, Mary's, and 
were passing Bnisenose ; and Mr. Larkyns drew Verdant's attention 
to the brazen nose that is such a conspicuous object over the entrance- 
gat*. " That," said he, " was 
modelled from a cast of the 
Principal feature of the first 
^V' Head of the college ; and so 
the college was named Bra- 
zen-nose.* The nose was fonneriy used as a place of punishment 
for any misbehaving Brazennosian, who had to sit upon it for two 
hours, and was not coimtenaticed until he had done so. These pun- 
ishments were so frequent that they gradually wore down the noss 
to its present small dimensions. 

" This round huUding," continued Sir. Larkyns, pointing to the 

' Althoa^h wa Iuts b great reepect tor Mr. LarkvsB, yet ve Bbxinely boo- 
peot ttiat he ib intentJonally daceiring tia friend. He haa, howaver, Uie bonBflt 
ofadonbt, as the authoritiBS differ on the origin and meaning of Hie word 
Brasonose, as ma; be Been b; the follawiBa notices, to the last two of wMch 
Uie editor of Notii and Qutriet has directed our attention : 

" This curious appellation, which, whatever was the origin of it, haa been 
pArpotuatcd by the symbol of a brazen nose here and at Stamford, ocoun iritll 
the modoni oMiiOCTapby, but in one undivided word, so early ax 1278, in ftn 
inquisition noir prmted in T/u Hundred Rolii, though quoted by Wood from 
the munueeript record." — Ingram't MemonaU ej O^ard. 

"Thore is a epoi 'n the centre of the city whore Alfred is nld to have 
Hvad, (ind which may bo called the native plaoa or river-haad of throe separate 
sodoties still existing, Uiuverwty, Oriel, and firaaenoHe. Braaenose claims his 
p^ace. Oriel his chui-ch, and Univenity hia school or academy. Of l^eae, 
Bruenoee CoIIe^ ia still called in its fonnal style ' the King's Hall,' whioh ii 
tlie name by vhich Alfred himself, in hia laws, calls bis pals^ : and it haa its 
■ftresant ringular name from a corroptdon of braiijaun, or iraiiii-hiui, as having 
been originally looatod in that part of the royal mansion which was devoted to 
the then important accommodation of a brew-house." — ^on a Revitw ef 
Jngram'i Menwriala ia &e Britith Critic, vol. iiiv. p. 139. 

" Brasen Nose Hall, aa the Oxford antiquary has Ehown, may be tmoed aa 
&rbaokaa the time of Henry III., about the middle of tbe tbirteenlli centin?; 
and early in the succeeding reign, 6th Edward I., 1278, it waa known by tie 
name of Brasen Nose Hall, whioh peculiar niime was undeubtedly owing, u 
the same author obeerree, to the ciicumstiuice of anose of brass affixed to the 
gata. It is presumed, however, that thia conspicuoua appendage of the portaj 
VBS not Girmed of the mixed metal which the word now denotes, but tlie ge- 

itill remaining at Stami brd w hich also gave name to Uia edifloe it adORied. 
Aikd heooe, when Henry Vm. debased the coin by as alloy of amer, it wu a. 
onmmoD remark or proverb, that ■ Testona were gone to Oifbrd, to itodv la 
Ann* Soaa.' "— dUrtm's L^t t/BMop Smglk, p. 227. 
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Baddiffe, " is tlie Vice-Choncellor'B houae. He has 'o go eadi 
n^ht up to that balcony on the top, and look round to see if all's 
safe. Those heads," he said, as tbey passed the Aahmolean, " aw 
supposed to be the twelve Ctesars ; only there happen, I believe, to 
be thirteen of them. I think that they are tbe busts oF the origbiai 
HaidB of Houses." 

Mir. Larl^ns' iuventiTe powers having been now somewhat 
eihansted, he proposed that they should go back t^ Brazenface and 
have some lunch. This they did ; after which Mr. Verdant Green 
wate to his mother a long account of bis friend's kindness, and the 
trouble he had taken to explain the most interesting sights that could ' 
be seen by a Freshman. 

"Are you writing to your governor. Verdant?" asked the friend, 
who had made his way to our hero's rooms, and was^ now perfuming 
them with a little tobacco-smoke. 

" No ; I am writing to my mama — mother, I mean !" 

" Oh 1 to the missis 1" was the reply ; " that's just the same. 
Well, had you not better take the opportunity to ask them to send . 
you a proper certificate that you have been vaccinated, and had the 
measles lavourably ?" 

" But what is that for ?" inquired our Freshman, always anx- 
ious to learn, " Your iather sent up the certificate of my bt^tism, 
and I thought that was llie only one wanted." 

" Oh," said Mr. Charles Larkyns, " they give jou no end of 
trouble at these places ; and they require the vaccination certificate 
before you go in for your responaons, — the Little-go, you know. 
You need not mention my name in your letter as having told you 
this. It will be quite enough to say that you understand such a 
thing is required." 

Verdant accordingly penned the request ; and Charles Larkyns 
smoked on, and thought his Mend the very beau-ideal of a Fresh- 
man. " By the way. Verdant," he said, deurous not to lose any 
opportunity, " you are going to wine with Snutlls this evening ; an^ 
— excuse me mentioning it, — ^but I suppose you would go properly- 
dressed,^ — white tie, kids, and that sort of thing, eh ? Well 1 ta, ta, 
till then. ' We meet again at PhUippi !' " 

Acting upon the hint thus given, our hero, when Hall was over, 
made himself uncommonly spruce iu a new white tie, and spotless 
kids ; and as he was dressing, drew a menial picture of the party 
to which he was going. It was to be composed of quiet, steady 
men, who were such hard readers as to be called " &st men." He 
ahould therefore hear some delightful and rational conversatioa on 
the literature of ancient Greece and Borne, the present standard of 
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Bcbolanli^ in tlw Usiversit;, ipeculatiens db the focthcKning yriw 

poeiu^ junmpnri'uma l>et»een viuitHu e^mctaat eiagB-m0», find de- 

li^tful t<:^ic3 of a kio- 

&vd imtwe ; and the 

L erenrngwould be passed 

|j in a grave and sed^e 

!l master ; and after a 

jt couple of glasses <^ wins 

^ Jutdbcenlciswelyaippad, 

9 the; should liave a very 

' enjoyable tea, sod would 

■: separate for an eadjieat, 

mutually gEatified and 

f io^oved. This was the 

nature of Mr. Verdant 

Gieen'sipecalatioBe; but 

whether they were realised «r no, nay be judged by Uamfccring 

the Boene a few hoars later to Mr. Snails' rooa. ' 



CHAPTER Vm. 

■R. YEtfDUrr GOEEn'S HOBNTKO BEFLECTIONS UtE MOT so 
HfASANT AS HIS EVSIONfi NSSXSIOKS. 

Ub. Smaixs' room was filled with s»oke and noise. Sapper had 
been cleared away; the glasses were now sparkfing on the board, 
and the wine was ruby bright. The table, moMorer, was siq^jied 
witiispidtiious Uquors and nuibiFes of all descnptums, together witk 
many varieties of " cup," — a caji which not -oidy chews, hut occa- 
nonally inebriates ; and ttaia -misMUaay of liffnida was now being 
dnmk on the premises by g(»ne score «nd a half «f gentlemen, wh« 
were sitting round the table, and standing or loiH^ng aboat inva- 
riouB parts of the room. Heading the table, sat the bast, loosdy 
attired in a neat dressing-gown of 'crimtnn and -kfae, in an attitude 
wUch allowed him to mring his le^ easily, if net gnsafaUy, oret 
the am of his chair, and to conrene (Aie«rfaSy wJik Ghariea L»r- 



ogle 



kyns, irbo ma itaning over the chajr-bat^, Yinble to &0 Bated 
eye, onUr. Smalb'left h&nd, appeared die white tie And ^erenii^ 
dresB which decorated the person of Mj. Verdant Ijlreeii. 

A great consumption of tobticco was ^nag on, not only tbrangh 
the medinm of cigars, but also of meersdiaumB, ^oit " dhudheena^ 



of envied colour, and the genuiae j'srd of clay ; and Verdant, ifhile 
he was scarcely aware of what he was doing, found himself, tj> his 
great amazement, with a real cigar in his mouth, which he was 
industriously sucking, and with great difficulty keeping ahght. Our. 
hero felt that the unexpected exigencies of the case demanded from 
him some sacrifice ; while he consoled himself by the reflection, that, 
on the homixopathic principle of " likes cure likes," a cigar was the 
best preventive ^[ainat any ill effects ansiiig from the combination 
of lie thirty gentlemen *ho were generating smoke with ail the ar- 
dour of lime-kilns or young volcanoes, and filling Mr. Smalls' small 
room with an atmosphere that was of the smoke, smoky. Smoke 
tirodoces thirst ; and the csp, puoch, ^g-fi^, sherry-cobblers, and 
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a&er Uqnids, wHch hud been so liberally provided, were bdng COD- 
snmed hy Hie members of the party as though it had been their diink 
from chUdhood ; while the conTersatioii waa of a Idnd very different 
to what onr hero had anticipated, being foi the most part vapd and 
nnmeaniiig, and (must it be confessed?) occasionally too highly fla- 
voured wiUi improprieties for it to be f^thfully recorded in these 
pages of most pwfect propriety. 

The literature of ancient Greece and Rome was not even referred 
to ; and when Verdant, who, &om the unusual combination of the 
sittoke and liquids, was beginning to feel extremely amiable and talk- 
ative, — made a reflective observatjoa (addressed to the company 
goietally) which sounded like the words "Nunc vino pellite cuias, 
Cras iogens,"* — he was immediately interrupted by tlie voice of Mr. 
Bouncer, crying out, "Who's that talking shop about engines? 
Holloa, Gig-lamps 1" — ^Mr. Bouncer, it must be observed, had &ce- 
tionsly adopted the sobngitut which had been bestowed on Verdant 
and his spectacles on their first appearance outside the Oxford coadb, 
— " Holloa, Gig-lamps, is that you ill-treating the dead languages? 
Pm ashamed of you ! a venerable party like you ought to be above 
such things. There I don't blush, old feller, but give us a song I 
Ifs the puniahment for talldag shop, you know." 

There was an immediate hammering of tables and jingling of 
passes, accompanied with loud cries of " Mr. Green for a song I Mr. 
Green ! Mr. Gig-lamps' song 1" cries which nearly brought our hero 
to the verge of idiotcy. 

Charles Larkyns saw this, siid came to the rescue. " Gentle- 
men," lie said, addressing the company, " I know that my friend 
Verdant can sing, and that, like a good bird, he toill sing. But 
while he is mentally lookiiig over his numerous stock of songs, and 
selecting one for our amusement, I beg to fill up our valuable time, 
by asking you to fill up a bumper to the health of our esteemed 
host Smalls (twcyirous cheers), — a man whose private worth is only 
to be equalled by the purity of Ms milk-punch and the excellence of 
bis weeds [hear, kfor). Bumpers, gentlemen, and no heel-taps ! and 
Hiough I am sorry to interfere with Mr. Fosbrooke's private enjoy- 
ments, yet I must beg to suggest to him that he has been so much 
engaged in drowning his personal cares in the bowl over which he is 
so skilfully presiding, that my glass has been allowed to sparkle on - 
the board empty and useless." And as Charles Larkyns held out 
his glass tow^^ Mr. Foshrooke and the punch-bowl, he trolled oo^ 
in a rich, manly voice, old Cowley's anacreontic : 
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" Nl ap the bovl thsD, fin it Ugh I 

Fill ab the gUuw there I For«l» 
Should 8vei7 areatDredrlak but if 
Why, mu) of morala, tell me ■wbj f 

By the time that the " man of morals" had ladled out for the com- 
pany, und that Mr. Smalls' health had been drunk and responded to 
amid uproarious applause, Charles Larkyns' fiiendly diyeraion in our 
hero's fevour had succeeded, and Mr. Verdant Green had r^ained hiji 
confidence, and had decided upon one of those vocal efforts which, in 
the bosom of his own family, and to the pianoforte accompaniment of 
hia Ensters, waa accustomed to meet with great applause. And when 
he bad hastily tossed o9 another glass of milk-punch (merely to clear 
his throat), he felt bold enough to answer the spirit-rappings which 
were agm demanding " Mr. Green's song ! " It was given much in 
the following manner : 

Mr. -Verdant Green (in low plaintm tones, tmd freah alarm at 
hearing the &oundg of hii own voice]. " I dreamt that I dwe-dt in 
mar-ari>ie halls, with" — 

Mr. Bmmcer {interrupting). "Spit it out, Gig-lamps! Dis 
child can't hear whether it's Maudlin Hall you're singing about, or 
what." 

Omnes. "Orderl oT-der! Shut up, Bouncer!" 

Charles Larkyns [etuxuragijiglj/). " Try back. Verdant : never 

Mr. Verdant Green (tries hack, with iTtcreased conjiision of ideas, 
rtndting prindp^dly from the milk-punch and tobacco). " I dreamt 
th^t I dwe-elt ta mar-arble halls, with vassals and serfa at my si-hi- 
bide ; and — and — I beg your pardon, gentlemen, I really forget — 
ob, I know I^and I ako dre-eamt, which pie-eased me most — no, 
tiiaf 8 not it" — 

Mr. Bouncer [leho dots not partieularlg care fir the words of a 
tong, but only appreciates the chorus) — " That'll do, old feller ! We 
aint pertickler,— (ru(A«s with great deliberation and noise to the 
chonu) " That ydu lo-oved me sti-ill the aa-ha-hame— liorus, gen- 
tlemen 1" 

Omnea [in various ieyt and Hms). " That you lo-oved me sti-ill 
the same." 

Mr. Bouncer (to Mr. Qrem, atlvding remotely to the opera). 
" Now, my Bohemian gal, can't you come out to-night ? Spit us out 
a yard or two more. Gig-lamps." 

Mr. Verdant Groan (mho hae again taken (he tmportunily to 
litar hit tkro<a). " I dreamt that I dwe-e& in mar-aThte—^o 1 1 beg 
fKdoa ! Ktng uiat (detpenltly) — that iiii-uiton oou-n^t my huid. 
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that faiights on their (ftie) ben-oaded kne-e-ee — fa&d (Ate) riches too 
gie-eat to" — (^r. Tmifmt (^am tailta henignantly upon the com- 
pom/}—" Don't rec'Iect uqmo." 

^r. Bouncer {who it not to he dejrauded of the chonu). " Cho- 
ral, geodansu I>— That you'll lo-ova me sti-ill the Ba-a:-liaBie i " ' ' 

OnwM [ad tibUum). " That youll lo-ore me sti-ill the same I " ' 

Though otu hero had ceased to aing, he was still contijiiui^ to 
deax hia throat bf the aid of t^e miUi-pimcb, and was ag&ia indus- 
triooslj BHckiug his cigar, vhich he had Dot jret succeeded in gettuig 
half tlurough, althoagb he had re-lighted it tdxtut twenty times. All 
this wai obserred by the watcbiiil eyes of Mi. Baimcar, who, whis- 
pering to his neighbour, and bestowing a distributiTe wisk on the 
company geaeially, rose and made the A^owiig remftiica: — 

" Mr. Smalla, and gents all : I don't oft«n get on mj jaas to 
toouble yon with a neat and appropriate speech ; lut on an oecaaon 
like the present, when we aie honoured with the presence of a party 
who has just delighted us with what I may call a flood of haim<siy 
{hear, h^), — and has pitched it so uncommon strong in the vocal 
line, as to considcTably take the sbine.out of the woodp«ikei-tapping, 
that we've read of in the pages of history (hear, hear : " Go it again, 
BowKerl"), — when, gentlemen, I see before me this old <»^inal 
Little Wobbler, — need I say that I allude to Mr. Veidaot Gi«en 7 — 
{vodferoui cAMr|)— I.fwl it a sort of, what yon caUa priril^, d'ye 
see, to stand on my pins, and propose that respected party's joUy 
good health {reamed dieert). Ur. Verdaat Gieen, geatleaen, h^ 
hut lately come among ns, and is, in point of Jact, what you call a 
freshman ; but, gentlemen, we've already seen enough of him to feel 
aware that — tiiat £i«zeiiface has gained an acquisition, which — 
which — {crieaof'Tallif-hol Toidal Sarhforrud.'") Exaotlyso, 
gentlemen : so, as I see yon are all anxious to do honour to oar 
freshman, I beg, without iiirthei preface, to give yon the health of 
lb. Yeidant Green I With all the honours, du^iganta 1 

" Tm ha'B a idly good fiHov I 
For he'i B joUy good Mow ! ! 
Far be'e a joliT good t-e-a-tU-ow I J ! 
Wbioh noW; aa dw^ r' 

TUs chwns 4rat taken iqi and frolonged in the nxMtind^vito.iianner; 
little Hi. Bonncei &ir^. levelling in It, and only repMtjn^tlift'he 
had not Yob post-horn with tiim to Aurther contiibute ttt the kai^iH^ 
of the eveniDg. It seemed to be a gieat.ajl ia tba-iipgain of the 
tiiam to dwell as. bng.as..poisible on the third lofi^iism^j^fiia 
woid " fellowt" and in. the niMt defiant mMa^tei, ta ponnce d 
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the txdd aflhrnatifHi bj whioh it is jbUowed ; and ihea to lyiicaUf 
prockin that, not tmly wm it a way tbey had in the Vanity to drive 
doll eaie away, but that the same pracUce was also pursued in the 
tamj aad navy (or the attamment of a saalar end. 

When t^ chorufi bad been song over dtree or four times, and 
Mr. Verdant Green's name bad been proclmmed with equal noise, 
that gmflnMii rose (with great difficulty], to return thsaika. Ha 
was ondarstood to ^teak aa foUows : — 

"Genelum ankdies 
(cheers), — I meange- 
nehun. (" That's cAatit 
tU lidMt, oldfelUrr 
froM Mt. JBotmcer.) 
Cnatomd syam plic 
speakn, I— I — {hear, 
Arar)— feel Uiged 
dEmknyeL Tm ^- 
man, genelim, and 
prow title(i)T«i cheert), 
Myfrwi MiMM-bouoer, 
&llowme caUm my&en ! 
(" In emine, Qig- 
lampa,youdomeproud, 
old feUm'.") My&en 



titJe, 

soreyoB {hear, hear). 

Qeaaiimaa, werall jolgoodfles, anwe wogofaotflhnenin I (" We uon't, 
we won't/ not a bit of it]") Gelmul, I'm fresmal, an namesgreel, 
gebiiil (cAe«r>]. Fanyuldou3mewor,here8cardinpock'lltellial Ktaser 
Verdalgreel, Braseface, Oinl fresmal, anprowtitle 1 (^Qreat cheering 
amd ratUmg of glaaea, during which Mr. Verdant Qreetii toOt- 
taib an made the reoeptaclee for empty bottlti, lobtlera' claws, and 
other miscellaneous articles.) Misserboucer said was fresmal If 
MinerboDcar wantsoltme {"No, not), hereecardiDpockHteUm names- 
Terdalgreel, Brase&ce I Not shameofit|dmul I prowtitle 1 {Great 
qiptoiM.) I doewaltilsol Misserboucer I titenwhysee suhme? thas- 
waw Iwutlmow I {Lovd cheers, and nan of laughter, in vtUch 
Mr. Verdant Qrtm utdden^join* to the best of hit tAitits-) Tm 
anoxfulfresmal.gelmnl.'fmyfrelMisserinueerlonmecallimBo. {Cheen 
md laughter, in tMA Jfr. Verdemt <3re«n fublgjoiaa.) Anwew- 
aBj*IgoodflM,anireirogoboti]iBonil, aBFinfreflmai,gehnal,asfiutjii^ 

I ef Hr. Vmbdit Gceea's ^eeeh, llir 
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' sfteriDakingafewumntelligiblesoiinds.hislmeessaddeiilfgaTeway, 
and with a. beaevoleut smile be dis^ipearod beneath the table. 

Half an hour aJUrwardfl two gentlemen might have been seen, 
bearing with staggeiing steps across the moonht quad the buddlod 
form ofa third gentleman, who was 
clothed in full evening dress, and 
appeared incapable of taking care 
of hunaelf. The two first gentle- 
men set down their burden under 
an open doorway, punted over witii 
a la^e'4; and then, bypulUngoad 
poshutg, assbted it to guide, its 
steps dp a narrow and intricate 
staircase, until they had gained the 
third floor, and stood before a door^ 
over which the moonlight revealed, 
in newly-painted white letters, the 
name of " Mr. VERDANT GREEN." 

"Well, old feller," said the first gentleman, "how do you feel 
now, after ' Sich a getting up alaira ?'" 

"Feel much berrer now," said their late burden; "feelquite- 
comfurhle ! Shallgotobed T 

" Well, Gig-lamps," said the first speaier, " and By-by won't be 
at all a bad move for you. D'ye think you can unrig yourself and 
get between the sheets, eh, my beauty?" 

" Its ftllii, allri !" was the reply ; " limycandla 1" 
"Ko, no," said the second gentleman, as he pulled up the window- 
blind, and let in the moonlight ; "here's quite as much light as yen 
- want. It's almost morning." 

" Sotis," said the gentleman in the evening costume ; " ahlittle- 
birda beginsingsoon I Hike littlebirds sing! jollitflebirda I" The 
speaker had suddenly fallen upon his bed, and was lying thereon at 
Ml length, with his feet on the pillow. 

" He'll be best left in this way," smd the second speaker, as he 
■ removed the pillow to the prc^r place, and rused the prostrate gen- 
tleman'g head ; " I'll lake off his choker and moke hun easiy s^ooat 
jlw «eck, and then we'll shut him up and leave ium. Why the 
beggar's asleep already 1" And so the two gentlemen wmt away, 
and left him safe and sleeping. < 

. It is coiyectured, however, thathe luist have got up shortly after 
this, and finding himself with his clothes on, must have consdeMd 
that a lighted candle was indiq)eus&hly necessary to undress by ; &r 
' «dMa Mn. Tester came at her usual ear^ how to light the fires and 
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pKpais the sittug-rooms, ehe discorered bint lying on the caipet 

ambracii^ the cod-akuttle, vith a candle b}' his side. The good 

woman raised him, and 

did not leare him until she 

h&d, in the most motherly 

manner, safely tucked him 

1$ in bed. 

Clink, clank ! cliiik, 
dank ! tingle, tangle I tin- 
gle, tangle ! Axe demons 
smiting ringing hammers 
into Mr. Verdflat Green's 
brain, or ia the dreadful 
bell sunuaoning hin\ to 
rise for morning chapel ? 

Mr. Flicker puts an end 
to the doubt by putting 
his head in at the bed- 
room door, and saying, 

" Time for chapel, sir ! Chapel," thought Mr. Filcher ; " here is a 
chap ill, indeed ! — Bain't you well, sir ? Restless you look 1" 

Oh, the shame and agony that Mr. Verdant Green felt 1 The 
desire to bury his head under the clothes, away from Bobert's and 
erery one else's sight ; the fever that tiirobbed his brain and parched 
hia lips, and made him long to drink up Ocean ; the eyes that felt like 
buming lead ; the powerless hands that trembled like a weak old 
man's ; the voice that came in {altering tones that jarred the bnun at 
every word ! How he despised himself; how he loathed the very 
idea of wine ; how he resolved never, never to transgress so again I 
But perhaps Mr. Verdant Green was not the only Oxford freshman 
who has made this rewlution. 

" Bain't you. well, sir ?" repeated Mr. Filcher, with a passing 
thought that freshmen were sadly degenerating, and could not manage 
their three bottles as they did when he was first a scout : " bain't 
you well, sir ?" 

" Not very well, Eobert, thank you. I — my head aches, and 
I'm afi^d I shall not be able to get up for chapel: WiU the Master 
be very angry ?" 

"Well, he might be, you see, sir," replied Mr. Filcher, who 
never lost an opportunity of making any thing out (rf his maslM's in- 
firmities ; " but if you'll leave it to me, sir, I'll make it all right for 
you, / mil. Of couise you'd like to take out an agtr, sir ; and I 
out bring you your Commons juit tlw sune. Will that do, ikT" 
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" Ob, thank ycm ; yes, any tting. Yon iriQ find five slifllinjps ia 
my imisteoat^poeket, Bobett ; please to take it ^ but I cen't eat." 

" Thftak'ee, sir," said the scout, aa he abntracted the ftve ahil- 
It^ ; " bat you'd better have a bit of somettiin', sir , — a cup of 
strong tea, or aomethin'. Mr. Smalls, air, when he were pleasant, 
he always had beer, air ; bnt p'raps you ain't been naed to bein' plea- 
sant, sir, and steps might stdt you better, sir." 

" Oh, any tlmig, any Ihiag I" greened oar poor, unheroic hero, as 
^e turned his lace ta.tke wall, and endeavoured to recollect in what 
way he had been'" pleaeant" the night before. But, alas I the wells 
of bia mwioTj had, for the time, been poisoned, and nothing clear or 
pure could be drawn theretrom. So he got up and looked at himself 
in (he glass, and scarcely recognised the tanned-haired, sallow-iaced 
wretch, iriiose bloodshot eyes gazed heavily at him from the mirror. 
So he- nanwusly drained the water-bottle, and buried himaelf once 
mofe iimoDg tbe^onod and tumbled bed-clothes.' 

The tea really did him some good, and enabled him to recover 
sufficient serve to go feeb>f thiough the operation of dressing ; though 
it was tactpaiit miare had not yet brought 5&. Verdant Green to 
the necessity of shaving, for the handling of a raxor might have been 
attended with soicidal results, and have broD^it these veracious 
memoirs and their hero to an untimely end. 

He had just aat down to a second editinr of tea, and was reading 
a letter that the poet had brought him finm his sl<iter Mary, in which 
sh^-aaid, "I dare say by this time you have found Mr. Charles Lar- 
Ttjm a very dtdghtfiii compamon, and I am sure a very valuable 
one ; as, fron vhat the rector says, he appeaca to be so sltady, and 
has such mee eptiet corapaniona :" — our hero had read as &r as this, 
irtm a great noise just wilhont his door caused the letter to drop 
from his treml^g hands ; ^d, between loud fcmfares from a post- 
h(HTi, and heavy thumps upon the oak, a voice waa heard, demanding 
"Entrance in the Proctor's name." 

Mp. Verdant C^eea had for the first time " sported his oak." 
Underany circmnetanees it would have b^n a mere form, since hii 
bashful politeness would have induced htm to open it to any comer; 
bnt, at the dreaded name of the Proctor, he sprang from his chair, 
and while impositionB, msticatioDS, and expulsions rushed tumnlta- 
owdy l2m7Bgh hia disordered brain, he aervonsly undid the spring- 
lock, and admitted — not the Proctor, but the "steady" Mr. Chariea 
Ladr^- and his " nice quiet ctmipanion," little M^. Bouncer, who 
teAtfledhisjoratthe socobsb of their coup ifttot, by blowing on Idi 
h«ni loud UaaUiiiBt mi^t have been bonie by Fontaabian ecfaoief^ 
■ad wWchimf '*hnt%h poor V erdanf ■ head iriUi iiid«BC]4baUe jitf- 
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"Well, Yexiaat^' skid Chftrles Larkym, "bow do 700 Skid 
jonrsdf tilts mmaog f You look raUier shaky." 

"He ain't a very lively pieter, is he?" remarked little Mr. 
Bouncer, with the air of a coBDoisseiir ; " peakyish you feel, don't 
yon, BOW, with a touch of the muUigmbB in your collywobbles 1 Ah, 
1 know whftt it is, my boy." 

It wss more than our hero did ; and he could coiIy reply tliat he 
did not feel very well. "I — ^I had a daaa of cUret afier some 
lobstei-salad, and I think it diaa^^ with me." 

" Nota doubt ofit. Verdant," said ChaiieaLart^ns very gravely; 
"it would have preneely die came efiect that the salmon fdways baa 
at a public dion^, — bring qn great hilarity, succeeded by a pleasing 
delirium, and concluding in a horizontal position, and a demuid for 
soda-wateri" 

" I bspe," >ud oar hero, nther fiiintly, " that I did not conduct 
myself in an imbeetHiiing manner last night ; for I am sorry to say 
thntl do not iwoember all that occurred." 

" I should think not, Gig-lamps. You were as drunk as a besom," 
said little Mr. Booocer, with a aide wink to Mr. Larkyns, to prepare 
that gentteman for what was to follow. "Why, you gotten pretty 
well till old Slowcoach came in, and then you certainly did go it, 
and no miBtAlfs ]" 

" Mr. Slovcoadi !" groaned the fresbmam. " Good giacions t is 
it possible that It*, saw me ? I don't remember it." ' 

"And it would be lucky for you if ha didn't," replied Mr. 
Bouncer. " Why his rooms, yon blow, are in the same angle of 
the quad as Smfdis' ; so, when you caow to slnr the empty bcdlles 
out of Smalla' window at hit window, — " 

" Shy empi^ btrttles I Oh !" gasped tte freshman. 

"Why, of course, you see, he couldn't stand that sort of game,- — 
it wasn't to be expected ; so he puts his head out of the bedroom 
windaw, — and dien, don't you remember crying out, as you pointed 
to the tasael of his night-cap sticking up straight on end, ' T^y-ho I 
Uaearth'd at last I Look at his brush 1' Don't you remember that, 
Gig-lampa?" 

" Oh, oh, no !" groaned Mr. Boimcer'a victim ; " I can't remen- 
Ixs,— oh, what eouid have induced me 1" 

" By Jove, yon muit have been screwed I Then I daresay you 
don't remember wanting to have a polka with him, when he came 
op to Smalls' looms ?" 

" A polka I Oh deal 1 Oh no! Ohl" 

" Or aeking him. if his mother knew he was out,— --and what hiii 
take for his oap witliont the tassel ; and telling him that he waa Oe . 
jojr of yonrikeart,— and that you should never be hapf^ unlets mi 
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smile as he was won't to smile, and would lore you then ai now, 
— and saying all sorta of boah ? What, not remember it I ' Ob, 
what a noble mind is here o'erthrown !' as some cove says in Shak- 
apeare. But how screwed you must have been, Gig-lampa !" 

" And do you think," inquired our hero, after a short but suffi- 
ciently painful reflection, — " do you think that Mr. Slowcoach will — 

■ oh I "—expel me?" 

" Why, it's rather a shave for it," replied hia tormentor ; " but 
the best thing you can do is t«. write an apology at once: pitch it 
pretty strong in the pathetic line, — say, it's your first offence, and 
that yon'll never be "a naughty hoy again, and all that sort of thing. 
Yon just do that. Gig-lamps, and I'll see that the note goes to — ^the 
jaoper place." 

" Oh, thank you !" said the freshman ; and while, with equal 
diif&culty from agitation both of mind and body, he composed and 
penned the note, Mr. Bouncer ordered up some buttery beer, and 
Charles Larkyns pre- 
pared some soda-water 
with a dash of brandy, 
which he gave Verdant 
to drink, and which 
considerably refreshed 
that gentleman. "And 
I should advise you," 
he said, " to go out for 
a constitutional; for 
I walking-tjnie's come, 
although you have hut 
just done your break- 
fast. A. blow np Eeadington Hill will do you good, and set yon on 
your legs again." 

So Verdant, after delivering vp his note to Mr. Bouncer, took 
his friend's advice, and set out for his constitutional in his cap and 
gown, feeling afraid t« move without them, lest he should therein 
trespass some law. This, of course, gained him some attention afrer 
he had crossed Magdalen Bridge ; and he might have almost been 
takex for the original of that impossible gownsman who appears in 

■ Tomer's well-known " View of Oiford, from Ferry Hiut^y," M 
■wandering — 

" Bamot^ unftituded, lolttaiy, ibw,'— 

is a corn-field, in the company of an umbrella I 

Among the many pedestrians and equestrians that he enan»> 
"teed, OKI frtAman es^d a abort and very stout gwtleman, wbaw 
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eboTel-liat, short apron, and general decanical costume, proclaimed 
Mm to be a don of some importance. He was riding a pad-nag, vho 
ambled placidly along, without so much as hinting at an outbreak 
into a canter ; a peiformaoce that, as it seemed, might have been 
attended with disastrous consequences to his rider. Our hero noticed 
that tlie trio of undergraduates who were walking before him, while 



they passed others, who were evidently dons, without the a 
notice (being in mufti), yet not only raised their hats to the stout 
geatleman, but also separated for that purpose, and performed the 
salute at intervals of about ten yards. And he further remarked, 
that while the stout gentleman appeared to be exceedingly gratified 
at the notice he received, yet that he had also very great difficulty 
in returning the rapid salutations ; and only accompli^ed them and 
retained his seat by catching at the pommel of his saddle, or the 
mane of his steed, — a proceeding which the. pad-nag seemed per- 
fectly used to. 

Mr. Verdant Green returned home from his walk, fcehng all the 
better for the fresh sir and change of scene ; hut he still looked, as 
his neighbour, Mr. Bouncer, kmdiy informed him, "uncommon 
«eedy and doosid fishy about the eyes;" and it was some days eves 
hefore he had quite recovered fixim ,the novel excitement of Mr. 
Smftlla' "quiet party," 
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OuB fireBtunan, like all other freshmen, now b^au to Gaak. seriouBly 
of work, and plunged dtsperately into all dMdeatares that it was poa- 
ubie for him to attmd, begmiB&g errer; coutm with a zealoimees 
that ahomd him to be filled wiQi the idea tttit such a pbu wse emi- 
nently oecessuyfi^ the attainBBstef^^egTw,iBBll this in every 
respect deserving the Honune SotBetrf^ imidtd<for his brave, pbn^ 
into the depths of the Tienaa ^nug, to &h up the beantiee tbkt 
had been iuHtereaH thiBi«iD by li^ poclB of«ld. WluKwe say that 
our freslkaaQ, liljie c4bsr freihiaM, " bqgini'* Uns coarse, ws use the 
verb adnsedly ; fot, like many o&w fi i iliif iriio start with a 
burst in leommg'B race, he soon got wmded, aad 6fi back among the 
ruck. Bat the couase of lectures, like the comas -of tnie Iotb, will 
not alwa^ nm aaooA, even to those who undertabk'it with the 
same cowage as ]b{r. Ytr^t Grteu. 

The diynesB of Qie dwly routine of ledarea, which yaried about 
as much as the steak-and-chop, chop-and-steak dinners of ancient 
taT«nu, was oc<»ttotially leliercd by episAdes, Which, though not 
wit^ in themselTea, were yet the cause of wit in ethere-; foe it takes 
but little to csoae aBoatmeBt in a lectLvft-roew, >)riwre a bad eon- 
fitrue; or the imagtnatire excuse* c^jate-comen; or the eonfiiHiMi 
of some young ganttenum who hw to torn orcr.tite leaf of bds Oroek 
play and finds it aveat ; or the pauadiug of Ihe Mae^^esdeman in 
the middle of the first cheru ; or his oSeunre eitricatiwi ttorefrom 
through the medium of BoaieCanlMriaiulbBibananj ortheoffitaoU' 
nesB of the saioe barbarian to povsoe the lecture wbea every oss 
else has, with singular unanimity, " read no further ;" — alWhese •ds- 
cumstances, although pertu^w dull eaou^ in thaMtlTea,.«i» nsrSE- 
Ihaless productive of Bcmie mirUi in a kcture-room. ' 

But if there were often late-coniME to &e lectiBes, tiiet« iNxe 
occasionally eiSily-goen 'from. them. Had Ux. £aiir<iB^and .Fol- 
brooke an engagement to ride his borie Ttar&wag in lht.Ajaa,liim 
steeple- chase, and was he constrained, by circuiastanoee om wbU 
(as he prot'ested) he had no control, to put in a regular appearance . 
at Mr. Slowcoadi's lectures, what was it necessary for bun to do 
more than to come to lecture in a long greatcoat, pat bis handkez- 
chief to his f^ as thon^ his nose were bleeding, look appealinglj 
at Ifr. Slowcoach, and, as be made his exit, puU aside the loiig great> 
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coat,atidd^il&f toUiadiBiiuigcolleBgDe) tba invwy «onk ani toys 
that woiild «oen be fittaiag agabist TMram^-a sides, tbftt gallaat 
sninal bciag tfaen u vuting, witli its trutfy groom, in tbe, alley at 
the bade sf fiiBHBB&M t And if little Iib'.'Boimoer, hi astute tea- 



sons, of Ins «WD, wiEhsd 1&. Stowcoaekto lielieve dtat he (Mr. B.) 
was pacticidHlsr struck with his (Mr. S.'sVromaFks on tbb fsMS of 
t,iin( in conpoffitiem, whKtTas to ppeventMr'.Boiuictr fromf^gning 
to make a lu^ of tlMie renwrks 1^ the aid of a cigar insteid otjm 
ordmary pencil 7 

Bat besides the ngu)V toetuiwafiMr. iiaM wwatt, our hero had 
also Ite privilege cffiUcmdiiig those of the Rev. Richard Harmony. 
Much learning, though it had not made Mr. Harmony mad, had, at 
least in conjundioa with his natural tendencies, contributed to make 
him extremely eccentnc ; vhile to much perusal of Greek asd He- 
brew Mss., he probably owed his defective vision. These infirmities, 
instead «f being regarded with sympathy, as woonds received by 
Mr. Harmony in the classical engagements in the ^wious fields of 
literature, were, to -Mr. Verdant Green's surprise, much imposed 
upon ; for it was a &rount« pastime with the gei^emen who at- 
tended Mr. Harmony's lectures, to gradually raise up the lecton- 
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table by a. concerted action, and when Mr. Harmony'B book bad 
nearly reached to the level of his nose, to then suddenly drop tbe 
table to it£ otiginal level; upon which Mr. Haimony, to the immense 
gratification of all conceioed, would rub his eyes, wipe his glasset, 
and murmur, " Dear me ! dear me I liow my head swims this morn- 
ing 1" 'And then be would perhaps ring for his servant, and order 
bis usual remedy, an orange, at which he wonld suck abstractedly, 
nor discover any difference in the flavour even when a lemon was 
surreptitiously substituted. And llius he would go on through the 
lecture, Buckuig his orange (or lemon), explaining and expounding ia 
the most skilM and lucid manner, and yet, as far as the " table- 
movement" was concerned^ as unsuspecting and as witless as a little 

child. 



Mr. Verdant Green not only (at first) attended lectures with ex- 
emplwy dihgence and regularity, but he also duly went to morning 
and evening chapel ; nor, when Sundays came, did he neglect to turn 
his feet towards St. Mary's to hear the University sermons. Th^ 
effect was as striking to him as it probably is to most persons who 
have only been accustomed to the usual services of country churbhes. 
First, there was the peculiar character of the congn^ation : down 
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below, the vice-chancellor in his throne, overlooking the other do'.is 
in their stalls (being " a complete real^tion of stalled Oson !" as 
Charles Larkyns whispered to our hero), who were relieved in colour 
by their crimson or scarlet hoods ; and then, " upstairs," in the north 



and the great w^t galleries, the blacl; mass of nndergraduates; white 
a few ladies' bonnets and heads of male visitors peeped from the pews 
in the usles, or looked out from the curtains of the organ-g^ery, 
where, "by the kind permission of Dr. Elvey," they were accommo- 
dated vith seats, and watched with wonder, while 



ogle 



82 XSE Aurmtvaasa-or ks. yxsiuht gbeen, 

Then th^re wBs Uie biddiBg-prayer' in which Mr. Verdtmt Qnen 
was eomewliat astonished to hear the loI^; list of fooadets and bene- 
factors, " sudt as were, Philip Phtckton, Bishop of Iffle; ; King Ed- 
ward the Seventh ; Stephen de Henley, Bail of Ba^y, and Uaud 

his wife ; Nimehsni Courtney, kiiight," with a. long et-cetera ; 
though, as the preacher haj^ened to be a Brazen&ce man, onr beio 
found that he was " most chiefly boond to praise Clement Abingdon, 
Bishop of Jericha,'aiLd fonnder of the college of Brazen&ce ; Bichard 
Glover, Duke of Woodstock ; Giles Peckwater, Abbot of Oseney ; and 
Biusey Green, Doctor of Sluaic ; — bene^tors of the same." 

Then there wtu the sermon itself; the abstrusely learned and 
classical character of which, at first, also astonished Mm, after having 
been so long used to ti>e plain and highly prai^cal advice which the 
rector, Mr. Larkyns, knew how to convey so well and so simply to 
his rustic hearers. Bat as soon as he had reflected on the very 
different chanuiters of the two congregatians, Mr. Verdant Green at 
once recognised the apfnvpriateness of each dass of sermons to its 
peculiar hearers ; yet lie could not altogether drive away the thought,* 
low the generality of those who had on previoas Sundays been his 
fellow-worshi[^ra would open their blue Saxon eyes, and ransack 
their rustic brains, as to " what amid ha' coBie to rector," if he were 
to indulge in Greek and Latin qoot&tians,— ^omewAat alter the fol- 
lowing style. " And though this iaterpretalion may in these days be 
dispiU«d. yet we shall And that it was once very genei&Uy received. 
For the learned St. Chrysoatom is very clear an this"pcd»t, where lie 
says, 'Anna virumqne cano, rusticiis expeotat, sub tegiviDe fagi/ 
of which the words oi Irennns are a conflrmation, — broToroto, 
ravairtpai, ro\ufXoiii£oio ■ daXagnnis" OuT hero, indeed, Could 
not but help wondering what the &drer portion of Qie congr^ation 
made of these partsof the strmons, to «diom, prob^ly,die sentences 
just quoted wodd have sotmded as full of meaoiag as t^ow they 
really heard. 

"Hallo, Gig'Iamps 1" said the cbeery voice of little Sir .'Bouncer, 
as he looked one morning into Verdant's rooms, followed by his two 
fadl-terriers ; "why don't you sport something in thedogline? Some- 
'tbicg in the bloodhound or tarrier way. Ain't you fond o' dogs Y" 

" Oh, very!" replied OUT hero. "I once had a very- nice one, — a 
King Cbailes." 

" Oh !" observed Mr. Bonncer, " one of them bc^gan that yon 
hare to feed with spring-chickens, and get up with curUng tongB. 
All 1 they're all very well in tbeir way, and do for women and carriage- 
«xerdse ; but give me this sort of thing ?' and Mr. Bouncer patted one 
of his TiUanous-looking pets, who wagged ids corkscrew tail in iBfig. 
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"Now, these ore bexilies, and bo mistake ! Wlut yon call luelul 
and ornamental ; ain't you, Buzzy ? The b^^gan are l>rotUerB ; so I 
call tbem Huz tiad Buz : — Huz bis first-bom, you knov, and Buz his 
brother." 

" I should like a dog," said Verdant ; " but -where could I keq> 
»ne7" 

" Oh, anywhere !" replied ISi. Booncet confidently. " I keep 
tbeae beggars in the little shop fear coal, just outside the -door, ft 
ain't the ia^r, I know ; but whaf s the odds as loi^ as they're laqipy ? 
Th^ think it no end of a lark. I once had a Newfunland, uid 
tried hint there ; but the obstinate brute considered it too smdl for 
him, anii barked himself in such an unnatural manner, that at last 
he'd got no wool on the top of his head, — just the place where the 
wool ought to grow, you know ; so I swopped the beggar to a Skim- 
mery* man for a regular slap-up set of pets of the ballet, framed and 
glazed, petticoats and all, mind you. But about yom dog, Gig- 
lamps >— that cupboard tbere wo^ be jttst the ticket ; you could 
put hbn under the wine-bottles, and then tiiere'd be 'wlne above and 
whine below, VidesDepmert D'yt twig, ymng'aa? Birtifyou're 
squeamish about tbat, there kk faeape of places in tbe town where 
you could keep a beast." 

So, when our hero had been persuaded tbat the posteasion of an 
animal of the tenier species was absolutely oeeessary t^ a Univer- 
sity man's existence, he had-not to look about long withovt having 
the void filled up. Money will in most places procure any thing, from 
a grant of arms to a pair of wooden legs; so it is not surprising if, in 
Oxford, such an every-day oommedi^ as a dog can be obtained 
through the medium oi" filthy luoe;" for there was a well-known 
dog-^ncier and propiietor, whMe surname was tiiat of <the rich sub- 
stantive just mentioned, to whioh had been prefixed the "£Ithy" ad- 
jective, probably for the sake -of euphony. As usual, I%hy Lucre 
was clumping with his lame kg op and down the pavement just in 
front of the JBraseniace gate, accompanied by his last " new and ex- 
tensive assortmwt" of terriers of every variety, which he now pulled 
up for the inspection of Mr. Yn-dant Green. 

" Is it a loog-aird dawg, or a smooth 'un, as you'd moat fenoy f 
inquired Mr. Lucre, " Har, sir I" he continued, in a flattering tone, 
as be saw our hero's eye dwellii^ on a Skye' terrier ; '" 1 see youYa 
a gent as doa know a good style of dawg, when yon see 'nnl It 
ain't often as you see a gkye eich as that, sir I Look at his colotu', 
sir, and the way he looks cut of his 'air I He answers to the name 
of J(<^, sir, in euouekvence of the length of his 'air ; wid.lu'B liugf 

■ Oabiddaiw Ar "St. iUifitma." 
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as dirt, sir, at four-ten '. It's a throwin' of him away at the price ; 
and I shouldii't do it, but I've got more dawga thah Tve room for ; 
so I'm obligated to make a sacrifice. Four-ten, sir 1 'Ad lie tBfl- 
temper, and everythink, and a reg'lar good 'im for the varmin." 

Hi a merits also being testified to by Mr. Larkyns and Mr. Bouncer 
(who was considered a high authority in canine matters), and Verdant 
also lilting the quaint appearance of the dog, jtfop eventually be- 
came his property, for " four-ten" minus five sliillings, but plus & 
pint of Butterj-beer, which Mr. Lucre always pronounced to be cus- 
tomary " in all de^ina whatsumever atween gentlemen." Verdant 



was liighly gratified at possessing a real University dog, and lie patted 
Mop, and said, " Poo dog ! poo Mop ! poo fellow thwn !" and thought 
what a pet his sisters wonld make of him when he took him back 
home with him for the holi — the Vacation 1 

Mop was for following Mr. Lucre, who had clumped away up the 
street ; and his new master had some difficulty in keepiug iam at his 
heels. By Mr. Bouncer's advice, he at once took him over tlie river 
to the field opposite the Christ Church meadows, in cjrder to test his 
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lat-killing powers. How this could be done out in the open conntiy, 
our hero w&s at a loss to know ; hut he discreetly held his tongue, for 
he was gradually becoming aware that a freshman in Oxford must 
live to leam, and that, as with most men, experietttia docet. 

They bad just been punted over the river, and Mop had been 
restored to terra firma, when Mr. Bouncer's remark of " There's the 
cove that'll do the trick for you I" directed Verdant's attention to an 
individual, wbo, from his genial appearance, might have been first 
cousin to " Filthy Lucre," only that his Uve stock was of a different 
description. Slung from his shoulders was a large but shallow wire 
cage, in which were about a dozen doomed rats, whi^e futUe endea- 
vours to make their escape by running up the sides of their prison 



were regarded with the most intense earnestness by a group of ter- 
riers, who gave way to various phases of excitement In his hand 
he carried a smaller circular ct^e, containing two or three rats for 
immediate use. On the receipt of sixpence, one of these was libe- 
rated ; and a few yards start being (sportsmaidike) allowed, the specu- 
lator's terrier was then let loose, joined gratuitously, after a short 
interval, by a perfect pack in full cry, with a honum chorus of " Hoo 
ntt ! Too loo I loo dog I" The rat turned, twisted, doubled, be- 
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MBe oODfosed, was orertaken, aad, with one grip and a shake, wu 
dead'; while tin ezdted pack returned to watch and jump at the 
wire cages until uiothei docwied prisoner was tossed forth to tit^n. 
Gentlemen <ni t^^ way tor a, waUt were thns enabled t« wile away 
a Hew- muintes at the noble tport, and indnlge themaelTes and their 
iogi with a little healthy excitement ; ^ile the boating coBtooie c^ 
other gentJemen showed Utat they had its a while lelt aqaatdcpiii^ 
smts, and had stuped itp fixim ilie river to iodolge in " the sports of 
Hie ^Bcy." 

Altbo^i hfe new master invested sevaral sSxpences oa Mop'g 
behalf, yet that 'Ungrateful animal, being of a passive temperament <rf 
Blind aa regaided rats, and a slow movement of body, in consequence 
of bis long hair impeding bis progress, rather disgraced himEelf by 
allowing Sie sport to be taken from his very teeth. But be still 
further disgraced himself, when he had been taken back to Brazen- 
fece, by liowling all through the night in the cupboard where he had 
been placed, thereby setting on Mr. Bouncer's two bull-terriers, Huz 
and Buz, to echo the sounds with redoubled &ry from their coal-bole 
quarters ; thus causing loss of steep and a great ontlay of Saxon ex- 
pletives to all the dwellers on tbe stiurcase. It was in vain tliat our 
hero got out pf bed and opened the cupboard-dooi, and said, " Poo 
Mop ! good dog, then !" itwu in vain that Mr. Boancer shied boots 
at ^ coal-hole, and thitaleBed Huz and Bus with loss of life ; it 
was in vain that tbe tenant <£ tbe attic. Mr. Sloe, who was a read- 
ing-man, and sat up half Uw i^^t,, working for his degree, — it was 
in vain that he opened bis door, and mildly declared (over the l^nis- 
ters), that it was imposeiUe-to gst up Ai^totie while such a ntose 
was being made ; it was in vsin' that Mr. Pour-in-faaad Foebooke, 
whose tvoms were oaitbe- other sjda of Yerdant^s, came and adminis- 
tered to Itcp severe' puaiahueitt with a tandem-whip (it was a. 
fcivomilse boast with Mr.E'osfeeoiAe, that he could flick a fly fl:om his 
le^de^ear); it wa&.ia vain to- ca«x Jfbp with chicken-bones : lie 
would neither be bdbed nax &igh1ened ; and after a deceitful lull of 
a few minutes, just when every one was getting to sleep again, his 
melancholy bowl would be raised with renewed vigour, and Huz and 
Buz would join^or sympathy. 

" I tell you w*ftt, G%-lamp9," said Mr. Bouacer the neit mom- 
i^ ; " this ■game 'U never do. Bark's a very "good thing to taie in 
ito f M^er way, wb« you're va waat.^f it, and get it with pnt wice ; 
bntwhenyou'get it by its^audin too large doses, it ain't pteasaat, 
' yon -know. Hoz and Bnz are quieb enough, as long as they're let 
Mobs; asd-lBhwdd advise yoatakeep.^/()pdewn at SpavBi'e,stabl(% 
•r wiJMwh««i' But fint, jusbieti me give the brafia ^e-h^i&iig.te 
daeervee." 
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Ftiat M»p v»der«utt lufl pimii^iiaeat like a nurtrr ; and in the 
etraise (tf tb« day an uisogemeot was made with Mr. Spavin for 
J^'t board and lodging at his stables. But when Verdant called 
iheie the leit day, for the purpose of taking him for a walk, there 
ma DO JWop to be found ; talang advantage of the tarelessnesa of 
one of Mr. Spavin's men, he had bolted through the open door, and 
mad» hia esoape. Mr. Bouncer, at a subsequent period, declared that 
he met Mop in the company of a wall-known Regent-street fimcier ; 
but, hvwsva ihat may be. Map was lost to Mr. Verdant Greea. 



. CHAPTER X. 

MB. TSBUAliT OBEEH RSWOSKB HIS TAS.OBa' fiOXS UfD SCVS OP 
AND riHnS isi^ COOL IN BlIMMEB. 

Tax statei of Mr. Verdant Green's entwud muk had kmg offended 
Mti Choctea Laikyns' nore ciTilised taate ; and he one day took ooca- 
sksi d£lKateLy>to hint to hie friend, that it w«iU cmiduce more to 
hia affcanae^ as an Oxford nnd»graduat«, if h* foreswore the pri- 
mitive gttonvnts that hia country^t^or had condemned him to weai; 
and adapted, the:" bdld" of hiadress to ^e p«ctdiar requirements 
of uaivecsi]^ duhion. 

Acting .upon this £d«idLy hint, our freshnuui at once betook him- 
mU Uk the shop where ha had bought his cap and gown, and found 
its pri^RifltM Tl**^ lae of the iaviaiUe soap said washing his bands 
in the.iiO|)etceplihle water, as thtaigh he had not left oS that aet of 
imaginary oleBoliBefa eince Verdant and his lather had Isat seen him. 

" Oh, certanljr, air;.aa abundant vaiiety," was hie rejdy to 
Vadaat'i tjpestion, if he could show bim ai^ patterns that were 
&ahionahle in Oxford. " The gteaiest stock hoot of London, I should 
ny, air, decidedly. This is a nice unpretending gentlemuily thi«g, 
sir, that we make up. a good d«air and .he ^read a shaggy substance 
before the ftesbean's eyes.. 

" What do.joumakait upforT^infuredoarhero, whothonght 
it more nearly resembled the Inde o£hu lanunted Mop than any 
other sabetaBce> 

" Oh, mtnnunf; gaenenta, sir I Readiag and walking-coats, fw 
erDditioniand tfafi pcamenade, sir ! Looks wellwith vest of the same- 
jptiW^^HSnUaddavKvithttuxt lauTaal huttcn»I We've-Bwie- 
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sweet things in vests, sir ; ai 
sure would give satirfaction,' 



1 some neat, quiet trouseringB, that I'm 
And the tulor and robe-maker, be- 
tween washings with the inyi- 
sible soap, so visibly " soaped" 
our hero in what is imderGtood 
to be the shop-sense of the 
word, and so surrounded him 
with a perfect irradiation of 
aggressive patterns of oriental 
gorgeouaneas, that Mr. Ver- 
dant Green became bewil- 
dered, and finally made choice 
of one of the unpretending 
gentlemanly Mc^-'^e coats, 
and " vest and trouserings" 
of a neat, quiet, plaid-pattern, 
in red and green, whidi, he 
was informed, were all the 



When these had been sent 
: home to him, together with a 
neck-tie of Oxford-blue from 
EandaU's, and an immaculate 
guinea Lincoln-and-Bennett, 
OUT hero was delighted with 
I the general effect of the cos- 
' tume ; and after calling in at 
r the tailor's to express his ap- 
probation, he at once sallied 
forth to "do the High," and display his new purchases^ A drawn silk 
bonnet ofpale lavender, from which floated somebewitohingringlets, 
quickly attracted oux hero's attention; and the sight of an arch, 
French-looking face, which (to bis short-sighted imagination) smiled 
upon him as the young lady rustled by, isimediately plunged hirn 
into the depths of first-love. Without tha slightest encouragement 
being given him, he stalked this little deer to her lair, and, after 
some difficulty, discovered the enchantress to be Mademoiselle Mous- 
lin de L^e, one of the presiding goddesses of a fancy hosiery 
warehouse. There, for the next fortnight, — until which immense 
period his ardent passion had not subsided, — our hero was daily to 
be seen purchasing articles for which he had no earthly use, but 
fully recompensed for his outlay by the artless (ill-natured people 
said, aitlul) smiles, and engaging, piquant conversation of made- 
molKlIe. Our hero, when reminded of this at a subsequent period. 
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prptested that he had thus acted merely to improve his French, 
and only conversed with mademoiselle for educational purposes. But 
we have our doubts. Credat Judceaal 

About this time also 
our hero laid the neit- 
eggs for a very promis- 
ing brood of bills, by 
ac([uiring an expensive 
hahit of strolling into 
ohops, and purdiasiug 
" an extensive assort- ■ 
ment of articles of every ^ 
description," for no other | 
consideration than that I 
he should not be called | 
upon to pay for them | 
until he had taken his 1 
degree. He also deco- > 
rated the walla of his ;^ 
rooms with choice ape- ^ 
cimens of engravings: -. 
for the turning over of ' 
poilfohoB at Ry man's, ' 
and Wyatt's, usually 
leads to the eventual 

turning over of a considerable ' amount of cash ; and our hero had 
not yet become acquainted with the cheaper circulating-system of 
pictures, wliich gives you a fresh set every term, and passes on 
your old ones to some other subscriber. But, in the mean time, 
it b very dehghtftil, when you admire any thing, to be able to 
say, *' Send that to my room 1" and to be obsequiously obeyed, " no 
questions asked," and no payment demanded ; and as for the future, 
why — aa Mr. Larkyns olwerved, as they strolled down the High — 
" I suppose the bills tw'iicoine in some day or other, but the governor 
will see t^ them ; and though he may grumble and pull a long face, 
yet he'll only be too glad you've got your degree, and, in the fulness 
of his heart, he will' open his cheque-book. I daresay old Horace 
gives very good advice when he saya, ' carpe diem ;' but when he 
adds, ' quam minimum credula postero,'* about " not giving the 
least credit to the succeeding day," it is clear that he never looked 
forward to the Oxford tradesmen and the credit-system. Do you 
ever read Wordsworth, Verdant?" continued Mr. Laikyns, aa 
■ Got. t. od. xi. 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



go THE ADVEsruaxB or »t. vsacujn: gseeh, 

they slx^ped at tlw. ccprner of Oriel Strest, to look in at & q 
range ot thop-viadow, that were crowded w4t^ a costly aod gUt> 
tering profusion oipapier maehi articles, statuettee, bronzesi ^ass, 
and every Mod of " lancy goods" tliat could be classed as " artrWOTk- 
laanship." 



" Why, I'venot^read nmcli of Wordsworth mysdf," replied our 
hero ; " hat I've houd my sister Maiy read, a great deal of his 
poetiy," 

" Shows 'her taste." Eald Charles Lark^vs. " Well, tins sbof 
—you see the nam&-49 ^ere' ; aad Wordsworth, in his sonnet to 
Oxford^ haa immortalised him. Don't you remember tlie lines ?— 

• ye Sjiiots rfOiftird 1 jour presonoe orerpowen 
liie ■abunmof FBtoDQ .''* 

It was very, queer that Wordsworth shonjd ascribe to Messrs; Sjoeia 
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■D die inhnieation of Ae plfcec; bat then be was a CasahtHgt'mMa, 
and ja^jndiced. Nice shop, though, ian't it? Puticularlj useAil, 
and DO lesB onuunentaL It's one of the greatest lounges of the place. 
Let u5.go iu and have a look at vhat Mrs. Candle calls the articles 
of Wgotry and virtue." 

Mr. Verdant Green was soon dee^y engaged in an inspection of 
those popwr-macA* " remembrances ijOsford" for which the Messrs, 
Sjders are so justly famed; but aftev tnnting over taUes, trayi, 
screens, desks, albums, portfolios, snd other things, — all of wmdt 
displayed views (A Oxford from every variety of aspect, and were 
executed with such trath aai perception of the higher qnalitiea of 
art, that they formed in then^Ivea qnit« a small bnt gratoitoiu 
Academy exUbition, — our hero became so confosed among Ae be- 
mldering aUurementa aiound him, as to feel quite an en^amu da 
riekemes, and to be in a state of mind in which be was nearly ff.'ritig 
Mr. Spiers the most extensive (and expenave) f»rAei which probably 
that gentloinan had ever- received from, an imdergraduate. Fortu~ 
nalely for his purse, his attwtion was somewhat distracted by per- 
oeiving tint Hr. Slowcoach was at bis elbow, lo^Ajsg- over ink- 
stands and reodaig-lunps, and also hy Charles Larkyns calling npmi 
him to decide whether he should have the cigar-case be ht^ par- 
chased emblazooed with the heraldic device of the Larkyos, oc iUn- 
minatcd with the Euriindean motte, — 

To liaK)(i*^ iitfi^fta Xa/3i, at yap ^iXA. 

Wlwn tins pcont had been decided, Mx.LarkynainepoBed t»Var- 
<tKtt that he shodid astonish and delist his geversor by having the 
Greea arms emUazcned on a fire-screen, and taking it home with 
bimasagift. "Or else," he said, " order one with ^ garden view 
ef Braien&ce, and then they'll have more satis&atioa in hxiiiagat 
that than at one of those (pensive cockatoos, in an anAesque lind- 
'scape, under a broD» sky, whiii usually sprawls over every tiiiiig 
that i& papier-maehi. Bnt.yoa won't see that sort of thing here;' 
a© yon cant well go wwng, whatever you bny." Finally, Mr. Ver- 
daat Green (N.B. Mt. Green, semor; would have evenluaUy to pay 
the bill) ordered a fire-screen to be prepared with the (ixoalyaxaa, 
as a present £»■ Ms &ther ; a ditto, with the view of his coll^, for 
biamother; a writing-case, with the High Stneetview, for his UMt; 
a nettisg-box, card-case, and a loodel of the Mactyrs' Mem<»ial, lot 
histjlree natsrs; andhavingtbnsbouatifiiUyremembaedhiaftiuly- 
tirde, be treated bimaelf with, a modest p^iier-knife, and wa» treated 
IK Tfltnm by Mr.-Spiedrs with a perfeck b^ of art, ia tbe shi^ of " a 
mnaxakd tx viaitorrtoOxfiwd^m'whiA th« <Aiirf glnriatql Ihrt 
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ci^ were set forth in gold and colours, in the moat attnctivB ibim, 
and irhich out hero immediately posted off to the Manor Green. 

" And now, Verdant," said Mr. Larkyns, " yon may just as well 
^t a hack, and come for a ride with me. You've kept up your 
riding, of course." 

" Oh, yea — a little '." faltered our liero. 

Now, tie reader may perhaps remember, that in an early part of 
our veracious chronicle we hinted tbat Mr. Verdant Green's equea- 
trian performances were but of a humble character. They were, in 
iact, Inuited to an occasional ride with his sisters when tiiey required 
a cavalier; but on these occasions, the old cob, which Verdant called 
his own, was warranted not to kick, or plunge, or start, or do any 
thing derogatory to ita age and infirmities. So that Charles Larkyns' 
propoation caused him some Little nervous agit&tion ; nevertheless, as 
lie was ashamed to confess his fears, he, in a moment of weakness, 
consented t« accompany his Mead. 

" We'll go t« Symonds'," said Mr. Larkyns; " I keep my hack 
there ; and you can depend upon having a good one." 

So they made their way to Holywell Street, and tamed under a 
gateway, and up a paved yu^, to the stables. The upper part of the 
yard was littered down with straw, and covered in by a light, open 
roof; and in the stables there was accommodation for a hundred horses. 
At the back of the stables, and separated &om the Wadham Gardens 
by a narrow lane, was a paddock ; and here they found Mr. Fos- 
brooke, and one or two of his friends, inspecting' the leaping abilities 
of a fine hunter, which ooe of the stable-boys was taking backwards 
and forwards over the hurdles and fences erected for that purpose. 

The horses were soon ready, and Verdant summoned up enou^ 
courage to say, with the Count in Maztppa, " Bring forth the steed V 
And when the steed was brought, in all the exuberance of (literally) 
animal spirits, he felt that he was about to be another Mazeppa, and 
perform feats on the back of a wild horse ; and he could not he^ 
saying to the osfler, " He looks rather — vicious, I'm afraid 1" 

"WiciouB, sir," replied thegroom; "bless you, sir! she's as sweet- 
tampered as any young ooman you ever paid your intentions to. 
' The mare's as quiet a mare as was ever crossed ; this ere's ony her 
pl^ at comin' fresh out of the stable I" ' 

Verdant, however, had a presentiment that the play would soon 
become earnest; but he seated himself in the saddle \aSU^ a short 
delirioiu dance on one toe), and in a state of extreme agitation, not 
to say persforation, proceeded at a walk, by Hf. Lari^yns* side, up 
Holywell Street. Here the mare, who doubtless soon understood 
what sort of rider ^ had got on her back, began to be more de- 
■u^stcatrre of the " freah"neaB of her annual spirits. Broad Street 
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■was scaicdy broad euongh to contain the series of IcAJmvx vbxmU 

md heraldic attitudes that she assumed. " Don't pull die curb-rein 
so !" shouted Charles Larkyna ; but Verdant was is far too dreadful 
a state of mind to understand what he said, or even to know which 
wot the curb-rein ; 
and aStex convulsivel; 
. clutching at the nu 
and the pommel, in 
endeavours to keep his 
seat, he first " lost his 
head ," and then his seat, 
and ignominionsly glid- 
ing over the mare's tail, 
found that his lodging 
was on the cold ground. € 
Eeiieved of her burden, 
the mare quietly trotted ' 
back to her stables; ^ 
while Verdant, finding ^ 
himself unhurt, got up, 
replaced his hat and - 
spectacles, and regis- ^ 
lered a mental vow 1 
never to mount an Ox- 
ford hack again. 

"Never mind, old 
fellow !" said Charles 

Larkyns, consolingly ; " these htUe accidents will occur, you know, 
even with the best-regulated riders ! There were not more thau a 
dozen ladies saw you, though you certainly made very creditable 
exertions to ride over one or two of them. Well 1 if you say you 
won't go back to Symonds', and get another hack, I must go on 
solus ; but I shall see you at the Bump-supper to-night ! I got old 
Blades to ask you to it. I'm going now in search of an appetite, 
and I should advise you to take a turn round the Parks and do the 
same. Av r«serrotr .'" 

So our hero, after he had compensated the hvery-stable keeper, 
followed his friend's advice, and stroUed round the neatly-kept 
potato-gardens denominated "the Parks," looking in vain for the 
deer that have never been there, and finding them represented only 
by nursery-maids and — others. 

Mr. Blades, femiliarly known as " old Blades" and " Billy* wu 
a gentleman who waB &shioned somewhat after the model of the 
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bmoofHereides; and, as Stroke <rft]Mfiiiizra&ce boat, was hdd in 
high eBtimation, not only by the men of bis own coUege, but also by 
tbe bwting men of tbe Unirerstty at lai^. His University exbtence 
seemed to be enga^ in one bng struggle, tbe end and aim ofwbich 
was to place the Brazeniace boat in that enyied pooition tnown in 
aquatic anatomy as " the head of the river;" and in .this stru^^te 
all Kt. Blaiiea' energies of mmd and body, — though, particnlaily of 
Ixxly. — were engaged. Not a freshman was silo^Rd to enter Brazes- 
&ce, bnt immediately Mr. Blades' eye was upon him ; and if tl^ ex- 
pansion of the npper part of his coat and waistcoat denoted that his 
moscolar development of chest and anns was of a Jond that might 
be serviceable to the great object aforesaid — the placing of the B»- 
zenface boat at the head of the river, — then Mr. Blades came and 
made&ttwing proposals to the new-comer to iBSsist in the great 
work. Bnt he was also inde&tigabte, as secretary to his coli^e 
clnb, in seelung out all freSbBen, even iftheir thews uid sinews were 
not iMisculaT modtils, and tBdHDOig them to aid the glorious cause by 
teeoming members of tbe dtAi.~ A Bump-supper, — that is, jre unin- 



itiated I a supper to commemorate the fact of the boat of oaeooUcye 
having, in the annual races, bumped, or touched the boat of .another 
college immediately in its front, thereby gaining a place towards tho 
head of the river, — a Bump-supper was a famous opportunity for dis- 
covering both the rowing and paying capabilitiea of freshmea, who, 
B 4hei culiuisiasiiL of the monutiu, wotddijAit down.duii^twxor thiw 
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graoeu, and at ooce fxofxie ibeir names to be eoiolled as memben 
at the next meeting of the'club. 

And thus it was with Mr. Verdant Green, who, before the even- 
ing was over, found that he haJ not only given in his name (" pro- 
pped by Charles Larkyns, Esq., seconded by Henry Bouncer, Esq."), 
but that s de^re was baraingmthin his breast to distinguish himBdf 
in aquatic pursuits. Scsxcely any tbing dse was talked of during the 
whole evening but the prospective' chances of Brazen&ce bumping 
Balliol and Brasenose, and Uiereby getting to the head of the river. 
It was also mysteriously whispered, that 'Worcester and Christ Church 
wer« doing well, >ad might jrore formidable ; and that Exeter, Lin- 
coln, and Wadham were very shady, and not doing the things that 
were expected of them. Great excitement too was caused by the 
umouneement, t^at the Balliol stroke had knocked vtp, or knocked 
down, or done 'something which Mr. Verdant Green concluded he 
ought not to have done ; Knd that tine Brazeaose bow had been seen 
with a cigar in his mouth, and also eating pastry in Hall, — things 
shocking in themselves, and quite conU'ary to all training principles. 
Then there were anticipations of Henley ; and criticisms on the new 
•ight out-r^er that Searle was laying down for the University orew ; 
■ad compariBoos between somebody's stroke and somebody else's 
^MTt ; ftod a good deal of reference to Clasper and Coonbes, and 
Mewa^ and.tocockfr, who might have been heatlun 4ttties for all 
that our heio kiMW,>aiid itma the maoitei in which, tliey -w^e men- 

-tlDBVd. 

The aquatic desires that were now burning in Mr, Verdant 

Qrsaa-stnr^st coidd only be put out by tbe water ; so to the river 

he next day weid, and, by Charles Larkycs' advice, made his first 

essay in a " tub'' from Hall's. Being; a complete novice with the 

oua, our hero had no snooer pulled off his coat and given a pull, than 

ha.^Kiceeded in catchiiig a tremeodous " crab," the effsot of whii^ 

'ins to throw him backwards, and almost to upsetthe bott. Fortu- 

. oktely, however, " tubs" recover their equilibrium iJmest as easily as 

. tMUbolas, and " the Sylph" did not belie ils (dutracter ; so the fresh- 

nuia again assumed a proper position, and was shoved off with a boat- 

hook. At first he mode Boaie hop€less splashes in the stream, the 

' oiily effect of which was to make the boat turn witba citciidar movo- 

ment towards Fully Bridge; but Charles Larkyns at onee came to 

tlte rescue with the n^nple but energetic compendium of boating ia- 

struction, " PnC yonr oai in de^, and bring it out with a jerk !" 

Bearing this in mind, oatbero's efibrts met witJi well-meht«d 
success ; and he soon passed -tiiat mansion vAaeb, instead of cellais, 
^paars to have an ingeoioas system of small riveie to tliotmighljr 
inigate iU lauiMlatuaa. Oatiff.«a^ lea, he'pdBied.tlwu hMiiB> 
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boate which are more lite the Noah's arks of toy-shops than any 
thing else, and sometimes contain quite as origuial a mixture of 



animal specimens. Warming with his exertions, Mr. Verdant Green 
passed the University barge in great style, just as the eight was pre- 
paring to start ; and though he was not able to " featier his oars 
with skill and dexterity," like the jolly young waterman in the song, 
yet his sleight-of-hand performances with them proved not only a 
source of great satisfaction to the crews on the river, but also to the 
promenaders on the shore. 

He had left the Christ Church meadows far behind, and was be- 
ginning to feel slightly exhausted by his imwonl«d exertions, when 
he reached that bewildering part of the river termed " the Gut." So 
confusing were the intestine commotions of this gut, that, after passing 
a chequered existence as an aquatic shuttlecock, and being assailed 
with a slang- dictionary-fiill of opprobrious epithets, Mr. Verdant 
Green caught another tremendous crab, and before he could recover 
himself, the " tub" received a shock, and, with a loud cry of " Boat 
ahead I" ringing in his ears, the University Eight passed over the 
place where he and " the Sylph" had so lately fisported themselves. 

With the wind nearly knocked out of his body by the blade of 
■ Ihe bow-oai striking him on the chest as he rose to the surface, our 
unfortunate hero was immediately dragged fcom the water, in, a con- 
dition like that of the chjld in The Strang (the only joke, by the 
way, in that most dreary play) "not dead, but very wet I" and forth- 
with placed in safety in his deliverer's boat. 

" Hallo, Gig-lamps ! who the doose had thought of seeing yoa 
here, devouring Isis ia Uiis expensive way I" said a voice very cwUy. 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



XS OXEOED FRESHUAN. 97 

And our Iiero found that he had been rescued by little Mr. Bouncer, 
iriia had been taekiiig np the river in company with Huz and Boz 
and his meerHchanm. " You have been and j^ue and done it now, 
young maa 1" continiied the Tivacious little gentleman, aa he surveyed 
oar hero'fl dragged and forlorn condition. " If you'd only a comb 
and a glass in youi band, you'd look distressingly like a cross-breed 
vitb a mennaid ! Yon tun't subject to the whatdyecallems-^fhe 
'cs, are you ? Because, if so, I could put you on shore at a 



tidy little shop where you can get a glass of brandy-and-water, and 
have your clothes dried ; and then mamma won't scold." 

" Indeed," chattered our hero, " I shall be very glad indeed ; for 
I feel — rather cold. But what am I to do with my boat ?" 

" Oh, the Lively !*'>%• ^^ whatever her name is, will find her 
V&jr back safe enough. There are plenty of boatmen on tlie river 
wboll eee to her and take her back to her owner ; and if you got 
4ier firom Hall's, I daresay she'll dream that she's dreamt in maible 
lialls, like yon did, Gig-lamps, that night at SmaHa', when you got 
wet in rather a more lively style than you've done to-day. NowITl 
lack you up to that Kttle shop I told you of." 

So iJiere our hero was put on shore, and Mr. Bouncer made feat 
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his boat and accompanied him ; and did not leave liim until be had 
Keen him between Qie blankets, drinking a glass of hot l»aady-and- 
wat«r, the while bis doHies were smokiog before the fire. . 

This little advenlare (for a time at least) checked Mr. Verdant 
Green's aspiiatioDB to distingmsb himself on tne river ; and be there- 
fore renounced the sweets of the Isis, and contented himself by ptac* 
tinng with a punt on the Cherwell. There, after repeatedly over- 
balancing himself in the most suicidal mamier, he at lei^th peacefully 
settled down into the lounging blissiidness of a " Cherwell wster- 



iily ;" and on the hot days, among those gentlemen who bad moored 
tbmr pmtts underneath the overiiangiog boughs of the willowB and 
limes, and beneath their cool shade were lying, in dolcefar nimU 
feshion, with their legs up and a weed in tbdr mouth, reading the 
last new novel, or some less immaculate work,— among these gentle- 
men might haply have been discerned tlie form and ^ectaclea of tSr. 
Verdut Green. 
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CHAPTER XI. ' 

KB. TEKDANT (DtEEN's SPOBTS AND PASTIMES 

Abchesy was all the fashion at Brazen&ce. Thej' bad as fine a 
lawn for it as the Trinity men bad ; and all day long there wu 
somebody to be seen making boles in the targets, and endeavouring 
to realise the pose of the Apollo Belvidere ;— mther a difficult thing 
to do, when you come to wear plaid trousers and shaggy coats. As 
Mr. Verdant Green felt desirous not only to uphold all the institu- 
tions of the University, hut also to make himself acquainted with 
Ihe sports and pastimes of the place, he forthwith joined the Archery 
and Cricket Clubs. He at once insppcted the manufactures of Muir 
and Buchanan ; and after selecting from their stores a fancy-wood 
bow, with arrows, belt, quiver, guard, lips, tassels, and grease-pot, 
he felt himself to he duly prepared to represent the Toxophilite cha- 
racter. But the sustaining it was a more difficult thing than he had 
conceived ; for although he thought that it would be next to impoa- 
able to miss a shot 
when the target was so 
lu^e, and the arrow 
went 90 easily from the ' 
toWj.yet our hero soon ' 
discovered that even in 
t^ £rst steps of arch- 
ery there was some- 
thing to be learnt, and I 
that the mere stringing | 
of his bow was a per- 
formance attended with - 
ccmaiderable difGculty. ^ 
It was always slipping ' 
from his instep, or twist- I 
ing the wrong way, or S 
threatening to snap in ' 
sunder, or refusing to 1 
allow his fingers to slip 
theknot,or doing some- 
thing that WHS dread- 

iully uncomfortable, and productive of perspiration; and two or 
three times be was reduced to the abject necesmly of asking his 
firends to string his bow for him. 
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Bat when he liad mas- 
tered this shght difficulty, he 
found that the arrovrs (to ose 

Mr. Bouncer's phrase) " woh- 
lled," and bad a predilec- 
tion fbr going any where but 
into the t^u^et.notwitbstaQd- 
mg its size; and unibrtn- 
nately one wentinto the body 
of the HononraUe Mr. StOT- 
mer's {kvourite Skye terrier, 
thoi^, tiiank3 to its diaggy 
coat and the bluntness of 
Uie arrow, it did not do 8 
great amount of mischief; 
nevertheless, the vials <X 
Mr. Stonner's wrath were 
ontpoured upon Mr. Ver- 
dant Green's head ; and soch 
epea pteroenta followed the 
winged arrow, that our hero became alarmed, and for the time for- 
swore archery practice. 

Ashehad fully eqoip- 

ff^/^ t"'(,<if^^f/'l'^ ■'j-f— 1l- ped himself for archery, 

^/,/:' , Jj!,/i;' f -^^-^^-^ -K 80 also Mr. Verdant 

Green (on the autho- 

, rityOfSir, Bouncer) got 

^ himself up for cricket 

■ regardless of expense ; 
and he mftde his first 

^. appearance in the field 

■ inastTawhatwithbltie 
, ribbon, and "flannels," 
; and spiked shoes of per- 

■ feet propriety. As Mr. 
' Bouncer had told bim 

that, in cricket, attitnde 
was every thing. Ver- 
dant, as soon ashewent 
in for his inttings, took 
up what he considered 
to be a very good posi- 
tion at the wicket. Lit- 
tle Mr. Bouncer, who 
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vas bowling, deliTeied — - - 

Ibe ball with a swifiness 
that seemed rather as- 
tonishing in such a ■ 
small g^tleman. The I 
fiist hall wss " wide ;" - 
nevertheless. Verdant > 
(after it had passed) $ 
struck at it, raising his ';' 
bat high in the air, and t 
iringingit straight down 
to the ground as though : 
it were an executioner's -■ 
axe. The second ball 
wasnearertothemark; * 
bat it came in with sucb ■ 
swiftness, that, aa Mr. | 
Verdant Green was ' 
qaiXe new to round 
bowling, it was rather f. _ _ 

too ^tdck for him, and ■ " ■'■" ' '- " " ' ' " '" 

hit him severely on the , well, never mind, — on the tronseis. 

" Hallo, Gig-lamp3 I" shouted tiie delisted Mr. Bouncer, " iw 

thing libf lu mlnng 

op ; but it's DO use 



appearance; youll 
get your hand in 
soon, old feller r 

But Verdant 
found that before he 
could get his hand 
in, the ball waa got 
into his wicket; 
and that while he 
was preparing for 
the strike, the ball J 
shotby;and,asMr. 
Stumps, the wicket- ^ 
keeper, kindly in- % 
formed Mm, "there 
was a row in' 
bis timber-yard." 
Thus Verdant's^ — ^ -T^r~ 
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on the laau a won buimdo princiiJe of derivatioii, for .not even to a 
quarter of a score did it erer reach ; and he felt that he should 
never rival a Myna or be a Parr witi any one of the " All Eng- 
land" players. 

BesideB th^e ont-of-door aporte, oui hero also devoted a good 
deal of his time to acquiring in-door games, being quickly initiated 
into the mysteries of InUiards, and plunging headlong into pooL It 
was in the billiard-room that Verdant first formed Us acqoaintance 
with Mr. Fluie of Christ Church, well known to be the best player 
in the Universitr, and who, if report spoke truly, always made his 



five hundred a yeai by his BTrill in the game, Mr. Fluke kindly put 
DDT hero " into tixG way to become a player ;" and Verdant soon found 
the appresticeship was attended widi rather heavy fees. 

At the wine-parties also that he attended he became ratlier « 
|ieater adept at cards than he had formerly been. "Van John" 
was the favourite gome ; and he was not long in discovering that 
staking shillings and half-crowns, instead of counters and " fiah," and 
going odds on the colours, and loung five pounds before he was aware 
of it, was a very different thing to playing vrngt-et-urt at home with 
hia flisters for " love"— (though perhaps cards afibrd the only wa; 
in which young ladies at twenty-one will pUoi tor love). , 
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In retnrniiig to 
Brazen&ce late from 
these parties, our hero 
was sometimes fright- 
fully alanned by sud- 
demy finding himself 
fikce to face with a 
dreadful apparitioii, 
to, which, by constant 
&mili&rity, he gradu- 
ally became accus- 
tomed, and learned 
to look upon as the 
proctor with his mar- 
shal and bull-dogs. 
At first, too, he was 
on sach vccasiona 
greatly alarmed at 
finding the gates of 
' Bnz^iiace closed. 
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obliging bim tliereby to " ksock-iii ;" and not only did be apologiBe- 
to the porter for tronbling bim to open tbe wicket, bat be also vo- 
lunteered elaborate expluiatioDE of the reasons that bad kept bim oat - 
after time, — explanations that were not receired in the spirit with 
wbicb they were tendered. When our freabman became aware of 
the mysteries of a gate-bill, he felt mora at his ease. 

Mr. Verdant Green learned many things during bis freshman's 
term, and, among otbers, he discorered tbtd tbe quiet retirement of 
college-Tooms, of which he bad beard so much, was in many cases an 
onsubstantial idea, founded on imagination, and built up by &ncy. 
One day that he had been writing a letter in Mr. Smalls' rooms, 
whicbwereonthe ground-floor. Verdant congratulated himself that hia 
own rooms were on tbe third floor, 
and were thus removed from the 
possibility of bia Mends, when he 
had sported his oak, being able to 
! get through his window to " cbaff" 
him; but he soon discovered that 
rooms upstairs had also objection- 
I able points in their private charac- 
j tei, ajid were not altogether such 
eligible apartments as be had at first 
I anticipated. First tbere was the 
getting np and down the dislocated 
staircase, a feat which at nigbt was 
sometimes attended with difficulty. 
Then, when ba had accomplished this feat, there was no way of 
escaping firom the noise of his neighbours. Mr. Sloe, the reading- 
man in the ganet above, was one of those abominalde nuisances, a 
peripatetic student, who " got iqj" every sdb- 
ject bypaung up and down bis limited apart- 
ment, and, like ^e sentry, " walked his dreary 
round" at imseasonable hours of the nigbt, 
g at which time could be plainly heard the 
■ wretdied diuckle, and crackings of knuckles 
^ (Mr.Sloe's way of expressing intense deU^^t), 
|i with which be wdcomed some miserable j<Ae 
I' of Aristophanes, psinMly elaborated by the 
^ help of Liddell-and-Scott; oithe disgustin^y 
^ sonorous way in wbicb be declaimed Us Greek 
t:— :— ^^__ t^oruses. This was bad enough at ni^t, 
^ '^Sr'^^ .fc^S but in the day-time tbere was a still gemt^ 
nuisanoe. The rooms immediately beneath - 
Verdanf s were possessed by a gentleman whose musical powers were 
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of an nnusoally. limited desedptiw, bnt who, nnfinrtanately for his 
neighbours, possessed the idea ^t the cornet-ii-pistoa was a beautiful, 
instnunent for pic-nics, races, boating-parties, and other long-vaca- 
tioa amusements, and sednloiisly practised " In my cottage near a^ 
wood," " Away with melancholy," and 
other adrs of a lively character, in a dole- 
£j1 and distracted way, that would have 
fiilly justified his immediate homicide, or, j 
at anyrate, the confiscation of his offend- J 



Then, on the one side of Verdanf a i 
room, was Mr. Bouncer, sonndii^ his 
octaves, and " going the complete nni- I 
com;" and his bull-terriers, Huz and 
Bnz, all and each of whom were of a 
restless and loud temperament: while, 
on the other side, were Mr. Fonr-in-hand 
Fosbrooke's rooms, in which feucii^, box- 
ing, ^ngle-atick, ^id other violent sports were gone thiongh, with- 
a great expenditure of " Sa-ha I sa-ha 1 " and stampings. Verdant 
was sometimes induced to go in, and never could sufficioitly admire- 
the way in which men could be rapped with single-sticks without 
crying out or Sinching ; for it made him almost sore even to look 
at diem. Mr. Blades, the stroke, was a frequent visitor there, and. 
developed his muscles in the most satis&ctory mamier. 



After many refiisals, our hero was at length persuaded to put 0]|< 
the gloves, and have a Mendly bout with l£t. Blades. The result 
was as might have been antidpat«d ; and Mr. Smalls doubtless gave- 
a very correct rhwrU at the proceeding (for, as we have before said,, 
ha was ^oroughly conversant with the sporting slang of Tintmnabu' 
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jum's Life), irhea be told Verdimt, tliat his claiet had been repeated^ 
tapped, his btead-basket walked into, his day-lights darkened, bu 
ivories Tattled, his nozzle barked, hia whisker-bed napped beanly. 
his kia^ng-trap cotintered, his ribs roasted, bis mit spajiked, and lu> 



whole peraoDput in chancery, Btung, bruised, fibbed, plopped, fiddled, 
slogged, and otherwise ill-treated. So it b hardly to be wondered 
at if Mr. Verdant Green from thenceforth gave up boxing, as a 
sense] eas and ungentlemanly amusement. 

But while these pleasures (?) of the body were being attended to, 
Hie recreation of the mind was not forgotten. Mt. Lar^ns had pro< 
posed Verdaut's name at the Union ; and, to that gentleman's great 
satisfaction, he was not black-balled. He daily, therefore, frequented 
flie reading-room, and made a point of looking through all the maga- 
zines and newspapers ; while he felt quite a pride in sittiiig in luzn- 
rious state upstairs, writing his letters to the home department on th« 
very best note-paper, and sealing them extensively with " the Oxford 
Union" seal ; though he could not at first be persuaded that trusting 
his letters to a wire closet was at all a safe system of postage. 

He also attended the Debates, which were then held in the long 
room behind Wyatf s ; and he was particularly charmed with the 
manner in which vital questions, that (as he learned &om the news- 
papers) had proved stumbling-blocks to the greatest statesmen of the 
land, were rapidly solved by the embryo statesmen of the Oxford 
Union. It was quite a oght, in that long picture-room, to see the 
rows of light iron seats densely crowded with young men — some of 
whom would perhaps rise to be Cannings, or Peels, or Gladstones, — 
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.ud to hew Imw one leanUesa gentleman would call another beardlesi 
gentlemui bis " booourable Mend," and appeal " to the aenae of the 
Hoaqe," and address himself to " Mr. Speaker ;" mi how they would 
jtll jn^e the same tricks of ihetoric as their fathers w«« doing in 
«ertain other debates in a certain other House. And it was curious, 
too, to mark the points of resemblance between the two Houses ; and 
' liow the smaller one had, on its smaller scale, its Hume, and its Lord 
-fohn, and its "Dizzy ;" and bow they went through the same tra- 
ditiosal forms, and preserved tbe same time-honoured ideas, and de- 
' bated in the fiillest booses, with the greatest spirit and the greatest 
lei^th, on Boch points as, " What course is it advisable for this coun- 
try to take in regard t« Uie government of its Indian possessions, and 
the imprisonment of Mr. Jones by the Rajah of Humbugpoopoonah ?" 
Indeed, Mr, Verdant Green was so excited by this interesting debate, 
that on the third night of its adjoonmient he rose to address the House ; 
Jbnt being "no oratoras Brutus is," his few broken words were received 
ynOi laughter, and the honourable gentleman was cou^ed down. 

Our hero had, as an Oiford freeman, to go through that cheerful 
form called " sitting in the schools," — a form which consisted in the 
Ibllowing ceremony. Through a door in the right-hand comer of 
the Schools Quadrangle, — (Oh, that door 1 does it not bring a pang 
mto your heart only to think of it ? to remember the day when you 
went in there as pale aa the little pair of bands La which you were 
dressed for your sacri£ce ; and came out all is a glow and a chill 
-when your examination was over; and posted your bosom-Mend 
tiiere to receive from Purdue the little slip of paper, and bring yon 
the iTirilling iutcUigeEce that you had passed ; or to come empty- 
iianded, mi say that you had been plucked ! Oh, that door t wdl 
might be inscribed there the line which, on Dante's authority, is 
assigned to the door of another place, — 

" ALL HOPE ABANDON, XE WHO ENTEB HEBE !") 

— entering throng this door in company with several other nnfor- 
tonatee, our hero passed between two galleries through a passage, 
fey winch, if t^e place had been a circus, the horses would have en- 
tered, and found himself in a tolerably large room lighted on either. 
Bide by windows, and panelled half-way np the waUs. Xiown the 
centre of this room ran alaige gr^n-ba^e-covered table, on the one 
mde of which were some eight or ten miserable beings who were then 
-undergoing examination, tmd were supphed with pens', ink, blotting- 
pad, and large sheets of thin " scribble-paper," on which they were 
strt^lingtoimpresa their ideas; or else Imd a book set before IJiem, 
oat of winch they were etustruing, or being racked with qnestiona 
that toQ<iied now on one subject and now on another, like a be» 
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among flowers. The large table was liberally sapplied wiOt all tin 
ai^)aratu3 and instliuneiitfi of torture; and on the other side of it sat 
the three examineiB, as dreadfol and formidable as the tenible tjiree 
of Venice. At the apper end of th^ room was a chaii of state fot 
the Vice-QianceI!or, whenever he deigned to personally anperintMid 
the torture ; to the right and left of which accommodation was pr»- 



yided far other victims. On the right band of the room was a small 
open gallery of two seats Qi^e those seen in iniant schools) ; and here, 
from 10 in the morning tdU 4 in the afternoon, with only the interval of 
a quarter of an hour for luncheon, Mr. Verdant Green was compelled 
to Mt and watch the proceedings, his perseverance being attested to by 
& certificate which he received as a reward for his meritorioos conducl; 
If this " sitting in the schools"* was ratablisbed as an m terrorem 
form for the spectators, it undoubtedly generally bad the desired , 
effect ; and what with the misery of mtdng through a whole dvr qd 
a bard bench with nothing to do, and the agony of seeing your f^w* 
creatures plucked, apd having vi^os of the same prospective fate tat 
youzself, ^e day oa. which the sitting took pla^ was uauallyr^anteii 

*nib Amu iam Imbu AdGabti (ISSS) nndsr tlia oaw ngnUtliniii 
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ai one of those which, " if 'twere done, 'twere well it should be done 
quickly." 

As an a^iropnate sequel to this proceeding, Mr. Vetdant Green 
attended the interestdag ceren^ony of confetxing degrees ; whera he 
discorered 'that the appaiently insfme ptomeiiade of tiie proctor 




gave rise to the name hestowed on (wliat Mr. Larkyns called) the 
eqnaDy insane custom of " plucking."* There too our hero saw 
the Vice -Chancellor in all his glory ; and ao agreeable were the 
proceedings, that altogether he had a great deal of Bliss.-f- 



* When the d^rew 
twfore be is pnaeutfid b 
up and down the room, 
mntod roaj dffnlfy the 
""-'- ■--- ■- isionallj done 



oF enoh peraon is read out 
The proctor then walks once 
' ' ' tie degree beiog 

_ „_ , . .. obtain paymoDt of 

_ . Kttla billi f but Kioh a prooeeding u very itae, and the proctor'B pro- 
xaenade ia usuaUr undisturbed. 
+ The Eey. Phili] 
fthoUn 
«trUitbe 



t anj porson who objeota to ti 
by tradesmen, m order to obi 



liilip BlisB, D.C.Ii., after holding' the onerous post of Registrar 
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CHAPTEK XIL 



" Befobe I go home," said yix. Yerdant Green, as he expelled » 
roliune of smoke from his lips, — for he had overcome hia fii«t weak- 
ness, and DOW " took his weed" regularly, — " before I go home, I 
must see what I owe in the place ; for my &thei said he did not lik& 
for me to run in debt, but wished me to settle my bills terminally." 
"What, you're afrwd of having wh^t we call bill-ioiis fever, I 
suppose, ell ?" laughed Charles Larkyns. " All exploded ideas, my 
dear fellow. They do very vrell in their way, but they don't an- 
swer; don't pay, in fact ; and the shopkeepers don't like it either. 
By the way, I can show yon a great curiosity ; — the autograph of 
an Oxford tiadesman, very rare I I think of presenting it to tb» 



Ashmolean." And tSt, Larkyns opened his writing-desk, and took 
therefrom an Oxford pastrycook's hill, on which appeared the magic 
word, " Received." 

"Now, there is one thing," continued Mr. Larkyns, "which you 
really must do before you go down, and that is to see Blenheim. 
And the best thing that you can do is to join Fosbrooke and Bouncer 
and me, in a trap to Woodstock to-monow. We'll go in good time, 
and make, a day of it" 

Verdant r^dily agreed to make one of the party ; and the next 
morning, a^ a biet&fost in Charles Larkyns' rooms, tliey made 
thdr way to a nde street leading out of Beaumont Street, where the 
dog-cart was in waiting. As it was drawn by two horses, placed in 
U^em fiishion, Mr. Foabnxdie had an o^Mntani^ cA displaying his 
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Jeha poven; vhich he did to great advantage, not allowiBg his 
leader tfl run his nose into the cart, and being enabled to turn sharp 
eomen without chip[iing the bricks, or rmming the wheel up the 
bank. 

They reached Woodstock alter a very pleasant ride, and clat- 
tered up its one long street to the prindiui hotel ; but Mr. Fob- 
hrocAe whipped into the yard to the left eo n^dly, that our hero, 
•vho was not much used to the back seat of a dog-cart, flew off by 
tome means at a tangent to the right, and was consequently degraded 
in the ey^ of die inhabitants. 



After ordenng for dinner every thing that the house was enabled 
to supply, they made their way in the first place (as it could only be 
seen between 11 and 1) to Blenheim ; the princely splendours of 
which were not only costly in themselves, but, as our hero soon found, 
costly also to the sight-seer. The doors in the smle of apartments 
were all opposite to each other, so that, as a crimson cord was passed 
from one to the other, the spectator was kept entirely to the one side 
of the room, and merely a glance could be obt^ed of the Raf^lle, 
the glorious Bubens's,* the Vandycks, and the almost equally fine 
Sir Jodiuas. But even the glance they had was but a passing one. 
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■M tlM Mmnt trotted them tliiiNig}i the xoodu widi the nqnditjr.of 
•locomotioii uid explui&tion of a. Westnunsta Abbey yei^er ; sad be 
mode a fierce attack on Verdant, who had lagged behind, and was 

short-Bightedly peering at the celebrated " Charles the First" of Van- 
dyck, as thoo^ he had lingered in order to suReptitioufily appro- 
priate some of the tables, cotiehes, and otlier trifling articles tfait 
lamiuieuted the rooms. In this way they went at railroad pabe 
through the note of rooms and the library, — where the chief thii^ 
pcdatad out iq^ieated to be a greaae-mazk on the floor made by some- 
body at Bomebody else'a wedding-break&st, — and to the ch^iel, 
where they admired the ingenuity of the sparrows and other birds 
-^lat built about Bysbrach's monomental mountain of marble to the 
memory of the Duke and Bochesa of J&rlborongh ; — and then to the 
eo-called " Titian room,"(Bhadeofmighty Titian, forgive the insult!) 
"where tiiey saw the Lovea of the Gods reprceenled in the most un- 
bveahle manner,* and where a flunkey lounged lazily at the door, 
and, in q>ite of Mr. Boimcer's espostulatory " chaff," demanded 
half-a-crown for the sight. 

Btdeed, the sight-seeing at Blenheim seemed to be a system of 
half-crownB. The first servant wonld take them a Ktde way, and 
then say, " I don't go any further, sir j half-a-crown I" and hand 
them over to servant nmnter two, who, after a short interval, wonld 

gthem on (half-a-crown 1) to the servant who showed the chapel 
f-a-crown U, who would forwarif them on to the " Titian" Gallery 
f-a-crown I), who wonld hand than over to the flower-garden 
T-a-crown I), who wotdd entrust them to the rose-garden (half-a- 
crown !), who would give them up t« another, who showed parts of 
the Park, and the rest of it. Somewhat in this manner an Oxford 
party sees Blenheim (the present of the nation) ; and 'Mx. Verdant 
Green found it the most expensive show-place he had ever seen. 

Some of the Parii, bowever^was free (thongh Ihey were two or 
three tomes ordered to " get ofli the grass*^ ; and they rambled about 
-among the noble trees, and admired the me views of the Hall, and 
smoked their weeds, and became very pathetic at Bosamond's Spring. 
They then came back into Ttf'oodstock, which they found tn be like 
all Oxford towns,, only rather duller perhaps, the principal signs of 
life beinglaome fowls lazily pecking about in the grass-grown street, 
and two cats sporting without feai of mterruption from a dog, who was 
too much overcome by the ennvi of the place to interfere with them. 



* Tbs hdiaa akos wenld lepd me by iimx gaont ngUnao, tbair flaah being 
uiparentiycampoaed.ofthe amC]e ouirmch thapiotnni on pajntsd— laatiwr. 
^e only picture not I7 " Titian" in Uii> Toom b » Babem, — " the Rape of 
If-cmm tkargid ftf Uie ii ~ 
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All. tMHmeer then led tbe way to am inn, where tlie bar was pie- 
£ided over by a young lady, " on whom," be said, " be was desper- 
ately sweet," and wiUi whom be conversed in the most a&ble and 
bioUieily manner, and for whom also he bad brought, as an appro- 
priate present, a Book of Comic Songs ; " for," aaid the little gen- 
tleman, " bang it ! she's a ^1 of what you call mind, you know ! and 
she's beaid of the opera, and begun the piano, — -though sbe don't 
get much time, you see, for it in the bar, — and sbe sings r^^olar 
slap-up, and no mistake !" 

So tbey left titia young lady drawing bitter beer for Mr. Bouncer, 
and otherwise attending to hef adorer's wants, and endeavoured to 
have a game of billiar<k on a wooden table that had no cushions, 
with curious cues that had no leat]iers. Slightly failing in this 
•lUfficult game, they stroOed about till dinner-time, when Mr. Verdant 
Oreenbecamemysteriously lost foTsometime,aud was eventually found 
by Charles Larkyns and Mr. Fosbrooke in a, glover's shop, where be 
was sitting on a high stool, and basking in the sunsluny smiles of two 
" neat little gbvers." Our hero at first feigned U) be simply making 



pui'cbases of Woodstock gloves and purses, as tdavenirs of bis vi^t, 
and presenta for hb sisters ; but in the course of the evening, being 
greatly " chaffed" onthesabject, be began to exercise his imagination, 
and talk of the " great fun" he bad bad ; — though what particular 
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fun theie ina^ be in smiling amiably across a counter at a femuiia» 
shopkeeper who is selling yon gbves, it is bard to say : perbspa Dr. 
Sterne conld be^ ns to an answer. 

They Epeut altogether a very lively day ; and after a rather pro- 
tracted sitting over their wine, they returned to Oxford with great 
hilarity, Mr. Bonucer'B post-horn coming out with great effect in the 
Btillnese of the moonlight night. Unfortunately their mirth was 
somewhat checked when they had got as &r as Peyman's Gate ; for 
the procf^, with mistaken kindness, had taJcen the trouble to meet 
, them there, lest they should escape him by entering Osford by any 
devious way ; and the marshal and the bull-dogs were at the leader's 
head just as Mr. Fosbrooke was triumphantly guiding them through 
the turnpike.. Verdant gave up hia name and that of his' college 
with a thrill of t«rror, and nearly fell off (he drag from &i^t, wh^ 
he was teld te call upon the proctor the next morning. 

"Keep your pecker up, old feller!" said Mr. Bouncer, in an 
enooura^ng tone, as they drove into Oxford, " and don't be dowsin 
the mouth about a dirty trick like this. He won't hurt you much. 
Gig-lamps I Gate and chapel you ; or give you some old Greek 
party to write out ; or send you down to your mammy for a twelve- 
month; or some little bifle of that sort. I only wish the beggar 
would come up our ataiicase ! if Huz, and Buz his brother, didn't do 
their duty by him, it would be doosid odd. Now, don't you go and 
get bad dreams. Gig-lamps ! becaose it don't pay ; and you'll soon get 
used to these sort of things ; and what" s the odds, as long as you're 
happy ? I like te take things coolly, I do." 

To judge from Mr. Bouncer's serenity, and the iar-from-nervoua 
manner is winch he " sounded his octaves," he at least appeared to 
be thoroughly used to " that sort of thing," and doubtless slept aa 
tranquilly as though nothing wrong, had occurred. But it was fer 
different with our hero, who passed a sleepless night of terror as to 
his probable fete on the morrow. 

And when the morrow came, and he found himself in Uie dreaded 
presence of the constituted authority, aimed with all the power of the 
lav, he was so overcome, that he fell pn his knees and made an ab- 
ject spectacle of himself imploring that he might not be expelled, 
and bring down his father's grey hairs in the t^ually quoted manner. 
To his immense relief, however, be was treated in a more lenient 
way ; and as the term had nearly expired, his punishment could not 
be of bug duration ; and as for the impositioiis, why, aa Mr. Bouncer 
■ sud, "Ain't there coves to iarberise 'eta* for you, Gig-lampe?" 

Thus our freshman gained experience daily; so that by the end 

* Impontians ore oftOD perfonoed hf dapntf. 
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cf the terai, be fonnd 

that short as the time had ■. 
been, it had been long 
enough for him to learn 
what Oxford life was like, 
and that there was in it ■ 

, a great deal to be copied, 
as well aa some things to 
be shunned. The fresh- 
ness he had so freely 
shown on entering Oxford 

. had gradually yielded as 
the term went on ; and, 
when he had run hallo- 
ing the Brazenface boat 
all tJbe way ap from Iffley, 
and had seen Mr. Blades 
realise his raost sanguine 
dreams as to "the head 
of the river ;" and when, 

from the gallery of the theatre, he had taken part in the licensed aa- 
tumaha of the Commemoration, and had cheered for the ladies in 
pink and blue, and even given " one more" for the very proctor 
who had so lately interfered with his liberties ; and when he had 
gone to a farewell- pass-party [which Charles Larkyns did ftot 
give), and bad assisted in the other festivities that usually marl; 
the end of the academical year, — Mr. Verdant Green found him- 
self to be possessed of a considerable acquisition of knowledge of a 
most misceUaneons character; and on the authority, and in the 
figurative eastern language of Mr. Bouncer, " he was sharpened up 
no end, by being well rubbed against university bricks. So, good 
by, old feller 1" said the little gentleman, with a kinil remembrance 
of imaginary individuals, " and give my love to Sairey and the little 
uns." And Mr. Bouncer "went the complete nnicom," for the last 
time in that term, by extemporising a fkrewell solo to Verdant, 
which was of such an agonising character of execution, that Huz, 
and Buz his brother, lifted up their noses and howled. 

"Which they're the very moral of Christyuns, sir!" observed 
Mrs. Tester, who ■yas dabbing her curtseys in thankfulness for the 
large amount with whidi our hero had " tipped" her. " And has 
ears for moosio, sir. With grateful thanks to you, sir, for the same. 
And it's obleeged I feel in my art. Which it reelly were like what 
my own son would do, sir. As was found in drink for his rewing. 
And were took to the West lajies for a sojer. Which he were— 
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ugli ! ob, oh I WMch you be'old me b. Iiaffiicted martyr fa) these 
spaixtuna, si. And how I am to get through tbem doorin' the 
veecation. Wifliout a havin' 'em ettsed by a-goin' to your cupboard, 
sir.' For just Area ^wts o' hrandy on a lump o' sugar, sir. Is a 
summut as I'm afeered to think on. Oh 1 ugh !" Upon which 31rs. 
Tester's grief and spasms so completely overcame her, that our hero 
presented her with an extra half-sovereign, whereivith to purchase 
the medicine that was so peculiarly adapted to her complaint. Mr. 
Robert Filcher ^s also " tipped" in the same liberal liianner ; and 
our hero completed his firat term's residence in Brazenface by estab- 
lishing himself as a decided iaTourite. 

Amoi^ those who seemed disposed to join in this opinion was the 
Jehu of the Warwickshire coach, who expressed his conviction to our 
delighted hero, that " he wos a young gent as had much bimproved 
Jdsself since he tooled him up to the 'Varsity with his guvnor." To 
fully desen-e which high opinion, Mr. Verdant Green tipped for the 
box-seat, ^smoked more than waa good for him, and besides finding the 
coachman in weeds, drank with him at every " change" on the road. 



The carriage methim at the appointed place, and his luggage (no 
ionger encased in canvas, after the manner of females) was soon trans- 
ferred to it ; and away went our hero to the Manor Green, where he 
was received with the greatest demonstrations of delight. Restored 
to the bosom of his femily, our hero was converted into a kind of 
domestic idol ; while it was proposed by Miss Mary Green, seconded 
by Mies Fanny, and carried by unanimous acclamation, (hat Mr, Ver- 
dant Green's University career had greatly enhanced his attrabtions. 

The opinion of the drawing-room was echoed from the servants'* 
' ill, the ladies' maid in particular being heard freely to declare, that 
Oxford College had made quite a man of Master Verdant I" 

As the little circumstance on which she probably .grounded her 

Komium. had fallen under the notice of Miss Virgmia ,Verdant, it 

L^ay have accounted for that most conect-miuded lady being more 

D,g,i,7?<iT,Google 



AM oxfoud xkesduak. lir 

reserved in eipFessuij; lier opkiion 

of her aephew 3 improvement than i 
ytBce tbfi rest of the &mily ; but 
sho nevertheless thought a greiit ,- 
deal on the subject. \ 

"Well, Verdant 1" said Mr. | 
Green, "after hearing divers anec- 
dotes of his son's college-life, care- ' 
folly prepared for home-consump- 
tion ; " now tell us what you've i 
learnt in Oiford." | 

" Whyj" replied our hero, as 
he reflected on his freshman's 
career, "I have leamt to think 
for myself, and not to believe 
every thing that I hear ; and I 
think I could ^ht my way in 
the world; and I can chafT a 

" Chaff a cad I oh !" groaned IVQss Virginia to herself thJDVyig 
it yas Bomedung extremely dreadful. 



"And I have leamt to row — at least, not quite; but I can 
Knoku n weed — a cigar, you know, I've learnt that." 

" Oh, Tei'Jant, you naughty boy I" said Mra. Green, with ma- 
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t«nial foodnen. " I was eadlf afraid tliat Chailes Lail^iu would' 
teaoli you all hia wicked school liabits t" 

" Why, mBDu^" said Mary, who was atting on & footstool at 
ba brother's knee, and Spoke )q) in ddence of bis college friend , 
"why, mama, lill gentlemen smoke; and of coarse Mr. Charles 
Larl^na and Verdant must do as others do7 But I dare sfty, Ver> 
(laut, he taught your more useful things than that, did he not ?" 

" Oh, yes," replied Verdant ; " he taught me to grill a devil. " 

" GrilladeviU"groanedMis8 Virginia, "In&tnated young man!" 

" And to make shandygaff and sherry -cobhier, and brew bishop 
and egg-fiip : oh, its capital I I'll teach you how to make it ; and 
we'll ^ve some to-night 1" 

And thus the young gentleman astonished his &m3y with the 
CEtent of bis learning, and proved how a youth of ordinary natural 
attainments may acquire other knowledge in his Univer^ty career . 
than what amply pertains to classical hterature. 

And so much experience had our hero gained during -his fresh- 
man's term, that when the pleasures of the Long Vacation were at 
an end, and he bad returned to Brazenface, with his firm and fast 
fiieuii Chuies Larkyni, he felt himself entitled to assume a patronis- 
ing air to the freshmen who then entered, and even sought to iiupoM 
upon theii credulity in ways which his own personal experience sug- 
gested. 

It was clear that Mr. Verdant Qieen had made bis &rewell bow 
as AS Oxford Freshman, 
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The CHBISTMAS TREE, for 185T: ft Book of Ii._ . 

and AiDOBeaient for all Y<iiuif[ Fe^le: contuidiig niune- 
TOOB lUuntralioDG, eight large Cuts, aud abeaulilulFioiiIit- 
piece. Xinperisl lflmo,ftill gilt bsck,eide, andedges. 3B.6d. 

. m>Utll*iiiiiiuI,tlioaglianlilatliaH«ndyeuafllieiiitciieB,1)ufI]ri]' 

4atablliV]fid iittlt in thn ^BecHoaa of tfaomuidt of jouDgpfwple. ThUKv 

Uti will bt tnallj igjarior u Ita pndKeuor. 

The LITTLE TRAVELLEB: the Kaees he Visited, and the 

Things he Saw, By the Editor of " The ChristiBfta Tree." 
Nnmerong UlQBtrations, beaatiful Frontispiece, aild tixbij 
louDd. ISmo. Ss. ed. To be oon^Dtied anniuJl?. 
FABLOUB FASTIUESj coDtainiiig all the popular Hresida 
Oamea, Kiddles, Natural Hagic, Enigmas, Connndrami, 
Arithmeliaal and Meehanioal Puizles, Fantomime and 
DialogTie Charades, &c. to. Iflmo, full gilt liaek, aides, and 
edges. Illiuti-at«d. 3siOd. 
" Tbla li a dallglilAil buok for tha ToiBg, ud odeilUtd to nndBr hanu 

The HOLIDAY BOOK. (Fntsr Seriis.) By Wx. Muitis. 

TTItli nimtemua lUuBtiationa. Seventh EdidoD. Fcap., 

eloth. 3a. 6d. 
Tha HOLIDAY BOOK. (Secohs ScitiEa.) B; Wk. Uabth, 

With QimieKin* lUostratiaiis- Seventh Edition. Foap., 

doth. 8s, «d.- 

■ A wiiik w niiiaH iBd iDitnut, to cnllKfateii Iha mind and fviitj Ui* ttb»- 

Thin noA hu ubdflrffont UHBldtnlitfl lUiratlani And tddltJoni, ud. ovinff 
Id ihi Tuiad ud HooUa IntannMhiii it oontuiu, nuj bs Mrmed t. JunuUe 

DOQS : thor Sagacity, Instinct, and Uses; with DeacnptioDS 
of their Bevetat Varieties. Bj GEOBasFnsbHBics Fabdom. 
With Drawioga of upwards of Thirty Dogs, by Haxbisoh 
Weie. Eeap., cloth. 8a. Od. 

The TRAVELS, VOTAGES.apdADVENTUnESof GILBERT 
OO-AHEAD. By Peteb Piulsx. With Dumeroiu HIu- 
tiationi and eopiODB Index. Foap. 8to. 3a. 6d. 

The BALLOON TRAVELS of HOBERT MERRY and bli 
YOUNQ FRIENDS, over variona Commies in Earoptb 
By.^iaBPisui. With numcraua Illustrationn and eofi* 
OUB Index. F«ap. Sto. 3a. ad. 

Lonbn: JAltlES BLACKWOOD, Paternoster Bow. 
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FACES 1H tH£ FinE; 

SHADOWS ON THE WALL; 
An> OTHER TiLKS An SKBXCESB; 

Bt Gioui FikmmiaK P»imii. 

With four Ookmred Steel FUm and nomeniin SngrmTiagS. 

CMmson clpth, gUt edges, 3h. Sd. ; plain edtea, Sx. 

nocnio xDinciH, irtTH UVKIOVS. 

* A pmtj 'fart, wbiA TMili u well u i>1i*i) It flnt uppgirtd.*— .^(Air 
Iter. It, 18S(i. 

"A mUicUoD at plMMM, mU-nillBi, ud twj ittnathw ifiw.*— P'l- 
HlcA, Not. 11,1(11)5. 

■ Oivluuir told . . . aMntwiulT mtUB ■ . . mtli vVtB$, la' <»» 
qoeUlT -wortli iwUog.'^TAt IW. Apttt 11, ISM. 

■Pnttlty told, la ■ tiai, mm^g*] i^a, iuO. aman, we wOl D 




nt'^S^f. I*1Tb6B 



THE MONTHS; 

THKUt POETICAL AND OTHEB A9300IATI01fS; 



THE OAISSSAE OF i^FORTI, Ae. 

Br Oimaa Php*bigi PtBBOi. 

With twelve Ulnstrations^ bj M'Conheu. to taaej Wnqjpev 

pii«e Is. ; Colonred Plates, 9a. 

ehOdm.iiglit joiouljuid yurfMMjTrtW*— 

M«v oet 0. inc. 

v^Ue grue af aoaUwl ^eie, 
bif ulDgled.''— Zi^yi JCdMpivfr, 

'A oWaiL plHHBt HtUa bnok. .. . finah 1>»|E» ■» ant hedtlr, i^Bg 
ikbtti»flTe«o p]ac«a,ihHbTeUTlbfl>thB,ihiblrdi, thafli>iriR.uu]cH'TTbi4t 
, bMtta of gar aUMren nitb them."— Lodfa' C«vint« tbc Kay., ISM. 



Crint.on.i,Ubi. 



London. JAHES BLACKWOOD, Pttenioster-row. 
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OHaoRcrrs sixpenny books. 

A New Seiiei, Coloored, and on Btout p&per. 

The Attirt'a AIphabeL 1 The Alphabet of Animals. 

Analmo, a Prairie Tale. | The Child's Game of Annals. 

Lendoa Soanes and Charaetera. 1 Prinoe lilt. 
Good Child'! First Alphabet. | Great CitJas. 
JPiolQiei. I Creeping Things. 



I£LVSTRATED J1T7EVIIX BOOKS. 

Sixpence each. 

1. The Frost King. 1 G. little Bud. 

2. Eva'e Visit to Faii7-Land. 6. LitOa Annle'a Dream. 

3. LilybeU and Thiatledown. I 7. lUpple, the Water-Sjiiit. 
i. Bii^, I 8. Quadrupeds. 



BOOKS f OR THE YOUNO. 

The MONTHS : A Bmk for all Seasons ; with a Short Aeoonnt 
of the Days of the Week, the Chiia's Garden, and the 
Child's Calendar of Sports. By Giobog FxBDS&igs Pab- 
iiOH. Illustrated by W.M'CoDNELL. Crown 4to, fiaaTdB,ls,, 
•r Moored, Sb. 



The LONDON and PARIS PICTURE-BOOK for AIL 

TOUNG PEOPI^, irith an illustrative line or verse lor 
ever}- picture. By Unoi.b Geobgb. Nearly 300 illistra- 
tions and handsome wrapper. Price 3b. 6d. j or colonred, 5b. 



.BLACKWOOD'S SHILLING SCRIBBLING DIARY; with 
ample Postal, Banking, and Commercial Information. 
Fcap. folio. 1b. 
Do. do. do. interleaved with Blotting-p^er, la. Bd. 

Xond<m : JAHES BLACKWOOD, Palenioater Bo». 
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BLAOEWOOIVB LONDON hBS&AXIi 



LIVING for APPEAEAITCES: A Tale. Bj the Brotbera- 
MiYHBW. lUnetntedbrU'CoNiiELL. Paper boarda, Is. 8d.; 
cloth, 2e. 
iiQDot bnt b( fnioMii of erut g«>^ A itn Unij, ludibla ■Lbit.'' 



EXTTTLAMEBB; or, a Dark Page in Loadon Ub. Bjr 
AvacETDi MiTBETT. Sliiatnited. Price li. 6d. 

"tttiniltt foaenes power, »nd« oonridcrsblemiomitof oniioiumaiiulw 
Imninir, wbWi, «omMned, give * pleasuit lone lo Uw lilUo hook Tlw de- 
■shptkiB* of nrtoiu ponjoni of loudon. piniinlul)' itl SplttUeM^ k whlah 
iMdlQ Iha «■» or tha 11017 1' iBid, sn pinioulurTy guoo- Vt ooTdUI} n- 
■mmaad Uu liUle booli. u tuiing i >«qf eiMlltnt •isa, and ubalng ioiu 
axHmtlon TflTT ^ Ed Kdrancfl ormuiy of tliBworka of tU olsH Sid nioa.'-* 
IJIUtnitAfUV»*«' 

"Tka imthor daplcK pmmtull} uanu|thl«)i u* ■ diignux M out boaitoii 
•iTlUuUas."~Clnl Smice OoHltt. 

- Few mdcntkad Uie mfBUrlei of Loadon life » well u U» KkTlima. 



SIAKHOFE BURLEIGH; or.the Jesuits in onr Home*. B; 
Hbixb Dqir. . FriM la. 6d. 

ODtlc tale. Ths Toliims nntaadlss tha aacret inibaolloDI cf th» 
' " ' " .. - . i^jor hu rendered an lugpor- 

lented liyAetian. aad the moat 

.._..„._.. , . idAndacJoue^TBLbe&bHDaeofoTery 

naoial lentimonL, that vaa evor propafatad by man, UJuBtjalad and deraioped 
Vftk an abUl^ that vtampa it« aWoat Incrvdlbla looidenta aA mars iaUt«n oC 



a raoy iLmplloltf of the narraUra, and the whole poa- 
a obrlont aa a waivlag that thej ovmot for ■ moment ba mLa' 



Ruh U>ea a Ufa, bnl taw can oompnliaBd ft-'" 
Lcmdon: JAMES BLACETTOOD, 1 



D,g,l,7?<lT,GOOglC 



lATXLT FjlTBLZSHSD, 

THE 

SHILLING BOOK OF BEAUTY. 



Mb. Buckwood, anxioiu to exteocl tbe popularity of this 
"BOOK OF BEADTT," kd6 bring it within the reach of a. 
KiUiim of purchaaeni, bna dattrmined to publish it at the low 
(vim of Oiu Shilling, in place of the very eitntTag:uit and ridi- 
cntoui ch&n;e of (nie ^tnnt, which the routine of Paternoster 
Bow haa hitherto placed upon a " Book ot Beauty." Mr. Bi.AC£- 
waos, mareorer, i^opting the opicion of the poet Kxt.16, that A 
"Book of Beaaif," whenpropB^y bro^ht out and edited, 

hia reason to believe that "Thb Shili.ino Book of Bhadtt" 
will meet with a luccees, aa&r dii£trent to thefleetiagpapularity 
of the Guinea Annuala, as its contonts will be superior to theirs. 
In order that hiB views may be adeqaately carded out, he en- 
trusted the Editorship of " THB SaiLttsa Book of BKiDTi " to 

Tst Hon. Mbe. DRIBBLE, 

(the talented Authorcu of The liagnolia tf May Fair ; or, the 
■ iCoiaii and the Corrmel), who was assisted in her arduous under- 
taking by tbe most {kehtonable and talented writers of the da;. 
Araoi^ the names forming this gahay of goaius are to be foaod 
those of Lady Bupslop ; Hra, Bore ; Mrs. JollofE ; Mn. Gsat- 
UNO ; Sir E. L. B. L. B. L. B. Little, Bart. ; Alfbed Temkisok, 
Ikq.j W. M. THWiCK*w4T, Esq. ; N. P. ■WILIS, Eaq.i Mona. 
DiiuriEB Sou ; M. Parqdhar Stuppir, Esq. ; P«(j»t Bush, Esq. ; 
the Bight Hon. B. Bkndhzt, Esq., M.P. ; H. Monktom Mitm, 
Esq., M.F. ; Profenor Lokqanssho^tfilIiOW ; and the Earl of 
SwjlBIiI'h.b. 
Mr. KirACKWOOD received from these diBtJDguiiihed authors the 



"Mammon's Marriage ;'" by Mrs. Bobs, auUioress of VoRimcn 
md Salmon, The Dtan'i Dav^hias, iic. 

" Sir Lionel and the lAUudreiis ; '' by Mrg. JOLLa?J% authoreai 
olThe WWoB Camaiy Jinii. 

Lmdon: JAMES BLACBrWOOD, Paternoster Bow. 

[TDIIN OTKB. 
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"The Bnbf Wife';" by Un. ^BiXiXsa, uthoreu of 31( 
Satiaier'i QrandtactAtr, Tht Oantatriee, &o, 

"Tunradi; or, the New Partr i " ^ tiis Bjglit Eon, B. Bnr- 
DazT, Esq., M.P. 

"On ft Toarted Muffin ;"h7KrB.Ii.B.LB.lAB. IdTOX, 
BarL, author of 7^ J^<w Simcn, &c. 

"Maodin tbeGard«n;" by AunxD TraNisov, Eiq., D.OX,, 
author of MaaiUiii, In Immeaeriam, &«. 

"A Dinner at the Duke ef DaSbdn's;" W M. P. WiLB, K«q, 
author of Ii^amoia Pertont and Infamota Placet, PeofU t Anna 
Mtt, and wHio tiMt't wM (o Jtfieef if« (^^oui, &o. 

" The Coaohnun, the Cook, add their Prodigy, the VaM ; " by 
W. M. TfiWACEAWA.T, Esq. (With DlnBttationB by the lathor.) 

" Prarerbiol PoUohomame ; " by M. FiBQUUfi SmrttM, Esq., 
' author of JVowrWoZi'farinHiei. 

"Sir Brown : a Mrstery of London ;" by Hone. DsbhtebSov, 
author of the Myiixna of EteryvJien. 

'* The Tickline Shoemiker : a Tale of Terror ; " by Edqabim 
rQK,»aiiMrotThtChidtnBeadU, TU C!rmiai,&o. 

" A. Chat about Cleopatra ; " by Sir J. n'sjossox Qibsiker, 
author of Y' Xanneriond Cuttomi (jfy Anq/tnt .^yptyanna. 

" An E^say oa Hodem Poetry ; " by the Earl of Shabusls. 

Other articlea, by eateemed and faahionable authors, are alto 
to be found in the work. 

To make "Thb SmLLCfa Book Ov Butnr" as complete at 
possible in every department, Hr. Blackwood eoeaged the eer- 
vices of the mnrt popidar homorous writers of toe day, wboas 
lively pens reUeve the somewhat graver portions of the woA. Of 
these it may be mffldent to mention the names of the Author of 
Verdant Qreea, Edhdkd H. Yathi, A. W. Goli, Ana. Maibzw, 
and Haih Fiobwiu, EsquireB — "with power to add to th^ 
number," 

The wbola of the liluatrationa, np wards of Efby in number, an 
from the Torsadle pencil otCuTHBKET Bbbb, B.A, 

The Book is produced with all tbe lavish resouroea of Qie ^po- 
grapbic art ; and, as its low price of One Shilling enables evei]' 
ooB to possess a copy of the work, Mr. Blackwood would emph»- 
Ucally echo tiie woras of England's greatest Bard, and say to one 
and^ 

" Hill Book of Beiv^ rMd I " 

(Ktaf Alkii, Ast lL,acisDa If 

lONDQK: JAUBS BLACEWOOD, PAlXBnOfRBB BOW- 
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BLACKWOOD'S BOOKS FOR EVERTBODT. 

' OKE SHILLING EACH. 



GEORGE WRACKETTS' MONKEY. THE MISCHIEF HE MADE, 
AND THE PHANKS HE PLAYED. Cutout bj Georob WEACKErra; designed 
Bud drawn bj Witliam McCoDnell, acd quBJlered upon the public by JamM 
Blockirood. Faoc; wrapper, printed in three colours, stiS boards. Pliiia It. 
Coloured, 2t. Gd. 
TImi ia ft moBt humoDTOu prodnetloik, and *dl uloULfd (0 wU run of L4Df1it« it enuinf puUa, or to 

SAYINGS AND DOINGS OF THE CELEBRATED MRS. PARTINGTON, 

" RELIC '■ OF CORPORAL ■' P.P." lUustrated by Williiuu McConaelL Second 
Edition. 

HOUSES WITH THE FRONTS OFF. B7 J. H. Jbimwmix. Eluatrated 
by Wm. McConneU. 

LOVE AFFAIRS ; ob, Cinonr ra ras own Teap. By Mbs. CiUBnc. Dlus- 

trated bj Wm. McConnell. 

By J. H. Fkiswbix. Illustrated 

TEMPEST AND STTNSHINE; 0^ Lira ra Kbktockt. Dlnstrated. 
Extra Volume. It. 6d. 
ThIaU, without uception, tha moft dztrurdlnitrj itorr thtt hu trcr A[>p«Bred. Tun mnd lAo^hter fcllair 
mUFmauiy. utd tbB deimirliov ofl^q^ And Amerieui Uf« and dunctcr wbjdi All op tba work are of the mo t 

ADVENTURES OF FIVE AMERICANS, Entibelt os theib ow.v Rk- 
tooRCEs, AND WITHOUT AMI AID /BOM OovBBjuiBNT. Ulustinted bj Watts Phillips 
(of Diogtmt). 

ADVENTURES WITH MY STICK AND CARPET-BAQ With Dlus- 
tratious. 

DRAMA OF LIFE. 



MRS. PARTINGTON'S TEA-PARTY, WITH STRAWBERRIES AND 

CKBAU. lUustntted by WUliam McCounelL 



HOW FOGGS AND BCMPTON (OF PUMP COUBT) MADB TWO 

THOUSAND A YEAE. By Wm. Plait, Eiq. 

MINSTRELSTOF WAK. By ALraEDB.BrcHARiw, (AmostBeasonable work.) 

CRUISE OF THE STEAM YACHt"" NORTH STAR," TO ENGLAND, 
FRANCE, SPAIN, AND THE EAST, io., &o. Sy tbe Rbv. J. Otieton CHOULsa. 

YVAN'S (DR.) ROMANCE OF TEAVEL FfiOM BREST TO THE ISIJl 
OF BOURBON, BRAZIL, ka. 

LONDON : 
JAMEa BLACKWOOD, PATBBKOSTB& KOW. 

A»D BOLD ETBaiWHC.tK. 
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